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PREFACE, 


% PRE FACE. 


HE great utility of Epiſtolary Writing 


72 eing acquainted with an heart replete with 
bu. ich advantages is needleſs to inſiſt upon. 
201 F hoſe, Who are accomplifhed in it, are too 
237 happy in their knowledge to need farther 
Information concerning its excellence. 
K nd ſuch as arc unqualificd to convey their 
Fentiments to a friend, without the aſſiſt- 
nce of a third perſon, feel their deficiency 
Jo ſeverely, that nothing need be ſaid to 
Tonvince them, it is their intereſt to be- 
„ ome acquainted with what is ſo neceſſary 
. and agreeable. 
7; Had letters been known at the beginning 
7 


of the world, Epiſtolary Writing would 


For, as ſoon as they began t » flouriſh, the 
Herbal meſſenger was dropped, the lan- 


guage of the heart was committed to cha- 


racers that faithfully preſerved it, ſecrecy 
was maintained, and {ocial inter courſe ren- 
dered mor: fr ee and agreeable, 
Some of the moſt ancient compoſitions 
were written in this manner, and the Light 
of the Goutpel Was delivered by the holy 
IApoſtles in the Epiſtolary way. 
| KY The Romans were perfect maſters of this 
Part; as Cicero's Letters ſuſiciently evince; 
nor are the Moderus lets {crfible of its ex- 
cellencies 


is fo well known, that the neceſſity of 


| ave be as old as love and friendſhip ;_ 


i 
| 
4 
1 
; 


EE 


executed in letters. Almoſt every thing 
didactive, and perceptive, is delivered in” 


cellencies. Some of the fineſt French wri. 
ters have built their fame upon Epiſtolary 
Correſpondence; and the Engliſh. are at 
preſent ſo convinced of the advantages} 
attending this method of conveying their 


ſentiments, that it ſeems tohave triumphed 


over almoſt every other ſpecies of compo 
ſition; the Hiſtorian has adopted it; we 
have the Greek and Roman hiſtories, a 
well as that of our own nation, admirably 


this way; the Novelliſt finds it better adapt-J 


_ ed to his purpoſe, than any other mode of 
writing. No great Poet is without his fa- 


miliar Epiſtle to his Friend; and the Tra- 
veller ſeemed loſt, till he found the method 
of conveying his intelligence in Letters. 

To conclude; Letters are the life of 
trade, the fuel of love, the pleaſure o 


| 


friendſhip, the food of the politician, and 


the entertainment of the curious. 

To ſpeak to thoſe we love or eſteem, is 
the Sel latis faction we are capable of 
knowing, and the next is, being able te 
converſe with them by Letter. 
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NGLISH GRAMMAR. 


of Ge 


R A M MAR is the att of ſpeaking properly, 
reading well, and writing EY. It contains 
four grand diviſions, vx. | 5 
ORTHOGRAPHY, or the art of ſpelling. 

PROSOBY, or the art of pronouncing and reading. 
ANALOG Y, or the derivation and meaning of words, 
SYNTAX, or the uſe of words in forming ſentences, 


1, is Of OrTHOGRAPHY, 
e of: 3 ä | 
> There are twenty-fix letters in the Engliſh Language, 


vis. a, b, e, d, e, , g, h, i, J. k, 1, . n, o, p. 9; 7, 1; 
t, u, v, w, x, y, Zo Of theſe, five letters, that is, a, e, 
1,0, u, are always vowels, and y is a vowel only when 
it comes at the end of a word; the other twenty letters 
are conſonants, | 
By a vowel I mean a letter which has a perfect and 
diſtinct ſound of itſelf; on the contrary, a conſonant 
ſignifies a letter which cannot form a diſtinct ſound 
without a vowel either before or after it. 
When 


E W 


12 A PLAIN and EASY 


Fol rn 


When two vowels meet together, thev are calle$ 
double vowels; without a vowe!, either fingle 9: ov 
ble, no ſyllable or word can poſſibly be formed; and 4 
there are j aſt ſo many ſy llables in a word, as there arg 


vowels, angie or double, 


Rurtts for SPELLING. 


1. When a conſonant omes between twe vowels! 
in dividing the ſyllables it muſt po to the latter, ay 
Paper. i- ver. 

2. When two eon ante of the ſame kind come tc: 
gether 1 in the middle of a word, the; mull. be divided 
as in bor row com-mon. 

W hen two or more conſonants come together i inf 
the midglg of a word, they muſt be placed according 
to the di ſound, Which generally happens to fa! 
an the laſt labile, as in be-/pread, re-flore; yet 1: 
publiſh, æubim- per. &c. they are beſt divided, becauſe 
the pronunciation requires it. 

4: .:1 wo vowels in the middle of a word, that have 
diſtin ſounds, mutt be placed in different ſyllables. 

A word of one ſyllable is called a mono/yllable; a word 
of two ſyllables a g Hllable; words of three ſyllable; 
are termed trihlab and words of many 8 ra 


r r e Av7> 


Of PR OS OD x. 


As proſody teaches a graceful manner of pronoun. 
eing any thing we ſpeak, or read, it is one of the pe- 
liteſt accompliſhments we can attain, | 

In pronouncing ſyllables, and words, two thing 
are to be regarded, viz guantity and accent; that is, 
every ſyllable muſt be ſcunded according to its prope 
guantity, and every word of two, or more ſy]lables, 


muſt have its proper accent. 


Quantity is che diſtinction of ſyNebles into long and 
Mort. 
The fort quantity is known by a ik oronunciz- 


tion as nor ; and the ling guantzty, by a flow pronuncia- 


tion, as note; the :atter takes twice the time in pro: 
nouncing that the former does. 
The 
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The accent is that peculiar ſtreſs of voice which is 
Jaid upon ſome particular ſyllable in a word, as on R 
ann Roman, and the empha/is is a remarkable ſtreſs of 
re ar Soice laid upon ſome particular word in a ſentence to 

ake the ſenſe more ſtriking; thus in this ſentence— 
will walk home, if the emphaſis is placed upon 7, it 
means myſelf, and not any other perſon; if the em- 
owelsphaſis is placed on aua. K, it inſinuates, I do not mean to 
er, aide; and if it is placed on home, it ſignifies it is Sone, 
| intend to go to, and not any other place. 
me tc A principal thing in proſody is to be thoroughly ac- 
vided $quainted with the points or Hops, as they regulate the 
voice in what you read, and prevent confuſion, and 
her infiperplexity: their names and marks are as follow: 
ordingg Comma , Period, or Full Point l. 
to fail] Semicolon J; Note of Interrogation 4 ? 
yet i Colon ſ Note of Admiration |!} 
ecauſd The comma makes a ſmall part of a ſentence, where 
a ſhort breathing time may be permitted without in- 
t haveſjuriny the ſenſe, and allows you to ſtop while you can 
bles. [deliberately ſay one. The /emicolon divides the ſenſe 
a word into portions, and allows you to ſtop while you can 
liableifſay one, one. The colon marks where the ſenſe is com- 
llableijplete, but not the ſentence, and allows you to ſtop 
while you can count one, one, ore, The pericd marks 
where the ſenſe is complete, and allows you to ſtop 
while you Can ſay one, one, one, one, The note of in- 
terrogation is placed after all queſtions; and the noe 2 
aamiration after all ſudden emotions of the ſoul, 
every thing which gives ſurprize; the wen? Boa 
at both are the ſame as at the period, 


called 4 
doug 


noun. 
he pe- 


F: 1 3 
ae Thoupgn rules may greatly aſſiſt, it cannot complete 
proper tne "BO <4] in this part of grammar; becauſe it dues 


|. bles not cepend ſo much upon a ſet of principles laid down, 

at upon a cloſe imitation of others; we can only there- 
fore recommend it to thole who wiſh to qualify them- 
ſelves in this uieful and ornamental part of grammar, 
to obſerve with attention, and diligently imitate the 
manner and practice of the politelt iſpearers, and moſt 
accompliſhed readers, 


np and 
runcie- 
uncia- 


in pro- 


The B ANALOGY. 


4 A PLAIN AND EASY 
A A 1 0 . 


Analogy, or the meaning of words, comprizing ety- 
mology, or their derivation, is the molt extenſive part 
of grammar; there are four kinds of words, or parts 
of ipeech, 

1 | 
Qualities, 
Affirmations, 
Particles. 


Of N A M E 5. 


Names, or nouns ſubſtantiues, as they have been call. 


ed, expicis all things that are objects of the /en/es, or 


underſtanding, or every thing that we can ee, feel, 
fnell, hear, taſte, or conceive, as a picture, a bloæv, a 
flink, a ſound, ſweerneſs, time, fortune, &c. 

There are three ſorts of names, common, proper, and 
perſonal. Common names expreis the whole ſpecies or 
kind, as man, city, river, ale common to ail men, all 

cities, all rivers. 

Proper names diſtinguiſn varticalars from others of 
the ſame kind, as Jobs is the name of a particular 
man, London of a particular city, and Thames of a 
particular river, 
 Pirſonal names, which have been uſually called pro- 
nouns, are ſuch as are uſed inſtead of other names, in 
order to avoid the repetition of the ſame word, as J in- 
itead of my name, theu Or you initead of your name, he 
and ſpe inſtead of bis name, or her name, and it where 
there is no diſtinction of ſex, 

There are three perſons in theſe names, the firf 19 
the perſon ſpeaking, the ſecond is the perion ſpoken to, 
the ird is the perion ſpoke of. 
here ate two numbers, fingular and Mural, the ſin- 
gular number ſpeaks of one, as man, the plural of 
more than one, as nen. Some words have no plural, 
as Lendon, York, and others no ſingular, as afhes, bel- 
leavs, &. 

The perſons are uſed in a both nambers, thus: 
Furſt perſon I, or me - we, us 
Second diito- thou, or you = ye, or you 
Third ditto - he, ſhe, it, this, that» they, theſe, thoſe, 

Names, 


Ks 
N 
ou 


art 


ris * 
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Names have two genders, muſculine and feminine. 


5. Tbe maſculine gender expreſſes the male, as man, 
| Zor/e, and the feminine the female, as woman, mare. 


There are beſides two modes of gender, the neuter and 


i doubtful; the neuter expreſſes things without life, 
which conſequently can have no ſex, as a „ick, or a 
7 fone; the doubtful requires another word to explain it, 


n 
3 


as. ſparrow, requires either cock or hen to be placed be- 


fore it, to determine its gender. 


Of Quartimnies | 
Qualities, or as they have been called adje&iver, are 


3 words expreſſive of the manners, properties, affedtions, 
and gualities of names or things, as good, bad, black, 


Qualities are diſtinguiſhed by making ſenſe with the 


word thing after them, as good thing, bad thing, black 


; thing, whitething, &c. 


Names are ſomerimes changed into the nature of 
qualities, as man's nature, for the nature of man; Pope's 
works, forthe works of Pope; the King's palace, for the 
palace of the King—iheſe are termed peſſefſive qualities, 
and anſwers to the genizive caſe of the Latin: the pole 


ſedſſi ve quality is the only caſe we have in Engliſh. 


Qualities are compared by two degrees formed from 


the word in its poſative ſtate— thus if the quality in its 


pofitive tate is black, in the comparative aegree it is 
e or more black; and in the ſuper/ative degree, or 
the utmoſt increaſe, or dimination of its firſt quality, 
it is Row. or moſt black, 


212 Of AFFIRMATION 5, 


Affirmations, which baye been called werbs, expreſs 
being, doing, or ſufftring, viz. being, as John 75 do- 
ing, as 7 lowe; luftering, as I am beaten, 

There are three timts, or tenſes, the pre/ent, paſt, 
and future, or things zow doing, that have been done, 
or will be doe hereafitr ; theie are again fubdivided 
into the time not perfectiy paſt, and the time long paſt. 

The preſent time affitnis the thing, as love, dance 
the paſt time generally ends in ed, as lowed, danced? 
the other times are expreſſed by have, Call, will; as” 

| 2 14 


TFE... EE ³˙¹ — 


16 A T LILIN AND EASY: 


T & Iewe, he ſpall love, fhe auill love; thus the perſonal 

names I, thou, he, ſhe, they, &c. are aſhſtant to the a 
| affirmations, and denote their number and perſon. As F# 
iz only two 7imes, or tenſes, are expteſſed by the affirma- ® 
| rion itſelf, its other times, and manners, are denoted |! 
(| by the nine following words, 4%, will, all, may, can, 
1 - muſt, cught, have, am, or be, which are called helping 
|| affirmations, 


= | Of PanrT1ICLES. 


| Particles denote ſome circumſtance of an action, and e! 
| join words together; hence they are called the man my 
ners of words, and are of Fowr ſorts, vi 1 
Aa verbs dencte the manner or quality of the affir. an 
mation, or verb, as I fought well, which ſhews in 4 
what manner! fought. Ks 
Prepofitions denote ſome circumſtance of ation, and bl 
ſhew the relation of words to each other; as I'll go ERS! 
| the bridge, you live w1THOUT he city, where over and | 
Without are prepoſitions. 
Conjunctions, join words and ſentences together, as 
Bob went to the fair, and I went with him. In which 
ſentence the word ard is a conjunction, and] Joins Its 
two diſtin& parts together, 
Interjection, denote ſome ſudden emotion or paſſion 
of the ſoul, and are independent of any other words, 
as oh! alas! indeed! ah! huſh! hark! &c, 


ORs \ A * 


Of Cir vx 


Syntax, or che compoſition of ſentences, teaches you 
to apply what you have learnt it the foregoing rules. 
4 ſentence muſt contain abſolutely, at leaſt one 
affirmation ne name, of which ſomething is affirms | 
ed, as Cn f, This is called a fimple ſentence, but 
if we ſay God is juſt, but man is unjuſt, it is a compound | 
ſentence, ae contains two imple ſentences joined to- 
| gether by te ene but,, 
| The chic! rv. in the conſtruction of ſentences is, 
that che affirmation uſt agree with the zame in number 
and per ſon, as For uns abel where the proper name, 
Jokx, and the e rant; ae both in the zhird 


perſon | 


nail 


the 
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2 n ſingular, and conſequently agree to find the rae 


zn any ſentence which ſhould agree with the n mation, 


As aſk the queſtion, Who? and the anſwer given it, as in 
mia. the above ſentence, ſay Who runs will? Anſwer, 
ted JoHEH - John is therefore the name to agree with tne 
can, affirmation, runs. 
ing The name of multitude muſt be ſingular; thus, the 


fire ; 
S In 


and 


ER 
and | 


as: 
ich 


its 


ion 


ds, 


04 
8. 
one 


m 


but 


und | 
toe if 


is, 
der 


ne, 
ird 


/on | 


dl conjunction, the affirmation muſt be plural; 


AND Tom fight, not fights. 


an 


Zcrowd is great, not are great, becauſe it is but one 
crowd. 


When two /nguiar names are joined together by a 
thus Bill 


The articles a, or an, and the, come before names 
and gaalities; a is placed before a conſonant, an before 
a vowel, and the indiffetently before both: but ſome- 
times in conſtruction they are placed between the gua- 
lity and name, as % fair a face, /o good a an example, haw 
great the E. 


DIR EC. 


(is 


1 
| | 
: 
' 


. DIRECTIONS rox WRITING LETTERS, | 


T was z juſt obſervation of the honeſt Quaker, that, 
W.- If a man think twice before he ſpeak, he'll ſpeak twwice® 

3 better for it. With great propriety the above may be 
|». 1 to all ſorts of writing, particulatly the epiſto- 

{ ary, = | I 
? In letters from one relation to another, the different 
characters of the perſons muſt firſt be conſidered : Thus 
a father in writing to a ſon will uſe a gentle authority: 
| a ſon to a father will expreſs a filial duty, And again. 
1 in friendſhip; the heart will dilate itſelf with an honeſt 
{ Freedom ; it will applaud with fincerity, and cenſure 
| with modeit reluctance. | | : 


In letters concerning trade, the ſubject matter will ( = 
be conſtant! kept in view, and the greateſt perſpicuity 
and brevity obſerved by the different correſpondents; | 

and in like manner, theſe rules may be applied to all 
other ſubjeRs, and conditions of life, viz. a compre | 
| henſive idea of the ſubje&, and an unaffected fimplict- 
ty, through modeſty in expreſſion, Nothing more need 
be added, only, that a conſtant attendance to the 
. above for a few months, will ſoon convince the learn» i} 
er, that his time has not been ſpent in vain, ; 
Indeed, an aſſiduous attention to the ſtudy of any | 
j art, even the moſt difficult, will enable the learned to | 
| ſurmount every difficulty, and writing letters to his 11 
correſpondents becomes equally eaſy as ſpeaking in 
company, A careful attendance to the plain and ſim- 
| ple rules laid down in the preceding Grammar, will 
S enable him to write in the language cf the preſent 
times; and if he carefully avoids affectation, his A ” 
thoughts will be clear, his ſentiments judicious, and 
his language plain, eaſy, ſenſible, elegant, and ſuited M | 
to the nature of the ſubject, As letters are the copies 
of converſation, juſt confider what you would ſay to 
your friend if he was preſent, and write down the ve- 
ry words you would ſpeak, which will render your 
-piitle unaffected, and intelligible, 
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: LETTER I. 
BY 1 = 
to | 3 
his Fron a Merchant in London, to the Maſter of a College, 
in recommending his Son ta his Care as a Pupil. 
m- . | | 
i S Rev. Sir, — London, June 4» 1789. 
nis HE opinion 1 have long had of your abilities as 
nd a ſcholar, your behaviour as a gentleman, and 
ed | piety as a Chriſtian, encourages me to ſolicit your kind 
ies aſſiſtance in an affair of very great importance. ; 
to My ſon Charles has finiſhed his grammatical ſtudies 
e. | in Merchant Taylors School, and is very deſirous of 
ur being entered zs a commoner in your univerſity, The 


variety 6f buſineſs, which I have on my hands, requires 


my conſtant refidence in London; but, being vg 
"ER 1 8 
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to diſcharge my duty as a father, I know not any gen- 
tleman in Oxford, to whoſe fidelity I could ſo readily 


truſt, as yourſelf; and, if you approve this, the youth 


ſha'l be ſent on the return of your anſwer, He ſhall be 


| leftentirely to your direRion, and I doubt not but you 


will treat him with the ſame tenderneſs as if he was 


your Own, 5 
1 | 1 am, Sir, &c, 
LETTER II. 
The Doctor's Anſaver. 
Sir, „ | 


T Received yours by this day's poſt; and am extremely 
pleaſed with your reſolution of giving your ſon a h- 
beral education. My long reiidence in this ſeat of 


learning, has furniſhed me with many opportunities of 


ſtudying the different paſſions and capacities of youth. 
Our term begins next week, and if you pleaſe to lend 
the young gentieman, you may reſt aſſured of his being 


_ conſtantly under my own direction, and the greateſt 


care taken both of his Rudies and morals. 


Oxford, June 6, 1788. T am, Sir, Kc. 


= hf — 
- ww 


: „„ "_ 


LET E& KR 
From the young Gentleman to his Father, 


Honoured Sir, 
ATE entreating you to make acceptable my 
| duty to my mother, and love to my fiſters, I 
embrace this opportunity of Iettmg you know how hap- 


pily Iam ſeitied in the family of the worthy doctor. 


The good gentleman, and his amiable lady, do every 


thing in their rower to make my life agreeable during 


the intervals of my attendance on the public lectures. 


The doctor has begun to teach me geometry, and I 


hope ſoon to be able to make ſome progreſs in that 


_ uſeful ſcience. 7 


I have endeavoured to be as good an economiſt as 
Foflible, but at preſent am obliged to purchaſe ſeveral 


books : 
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books: I know your tenderneſs and este and 
doubt not of hearing from you ſoon. 


* Jam, TRY your affectionate and dutiful fon, 
e 
as L E T T E R IV. 3 
The Father's Anſwer, 
_ | Dia Charles, | 
| Received your letter, and am grea: iy pleaſed to 
hear of the progreſs you make in your ſtudies, as 
well as your agreeable ſituation. I know the door i 18 
a worthy man, and if your behaviour continues con- 
y ſilent with the duties of morality, you may be aſſared 
. of his treating you with. the {ame tenderneſs as if you 
zf were his own ſon, 
F As to the affair you mention, concerning he books, 
7 the incloſed order will convince you that nothing on 
d my part ſhall be wanting to furniſh you with every 
> thing neceſſary; as I am aſſured, from the whole of 
t former conduct, that you will not require any 


* 


y 
ch: ee ſuperfluity. 
| * am Your; affectionate fab. er, 


. ® 
” "> 


* 4 2 —_—_— _—_— 


LETTER v. 


Fr, rom a Merchaxt s Widow, to a Lady, a ai an Relation | 
| a uy of her two Orphans. | F 


| Gy 57 & Ty 1 | 
HEN you look at : the ſabfeription of this letter 
I doubt not of your being much ſurpriſed with 
its contents; but it is more on account of your amiable 
character, than that I have the honour of being your 
relation, that I have preſumed to trouble you with this. 
My late huſband, whom you know was reputed to be 
in affluent e eee, has been dead about fix 
months; his whole accounts has been ſettled with his 
creditors, and becauſe of mgny* loſſes and bad debts, 
there is not above one hundred pounds left for myſelf: 


1 have a ſon juſt turned of fourteen, whom I want bs 
| | bin 
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| bind apprentice to a reputable trade: and a daughter 

il near ſeventeen, whoſe education has rendered her in- 

| capable of acting as a menial ſervant, although ſhe 
| would willingly be the companion of ſome young lady, 
i where ſhe might be treated with familiarity and tender- 
i nelis. Incircumſtances ſo diſtreſſing, I have preſumed 
\ to addreſs myſelfto you: your long acquaintance with 
il the world, will enable you to direct me how to proceed, 

| and I doubt not but your unbounded generoſity will in- 
| duce you to comply with a requeſt dictated * * te- WM. 
Y Wai of affliction. | 


. 2 1 


— — — — - — cc: 
SET TRK-: Iv, 4 
: The Lady's er. : | _ 


Madam, OM | : TR | of 
Know not whether T am more 2Tected with the mo- 
deſt repreſentation of your afflition, or pleaſed that = 
I have it in my power to aſſiſt you. You ſee, madam, 
that all human expectations are vain, and often attends 
ed with deception :, when, we think our circumſtances 
are independent, there is generally ſome latent miſ- 
chief hidden under the ſpecious appearance; and this 
mould teach us continually to look to that providence 
which ſuperintends the affairs of this lower world, and 
orders all for the good of its creatures, With reſpect 
to your two children, I haye propoſed the following 
ſchewe for their benefit: 

Let the boy think of ſome trade, to which his ineli- 
nations lead him, and I will provide him with every 
neceilary during his apprenticeſhip; and at the expira- 
tion of that term (if his behaviour is agreeable) ad- 
vance ſomething to ſet himupin bufineſs, As for the 

girl, let her be immediately ſent to my houſe, where 
me ſhall be brought up along with my daughters, and 
every thing in my power done to ſerve her. 

expect that, from time to time, you will communi- 
Cate to me an account of your own circumſtances, that 
a 3 be dpx! in eee every calamity, 

| - lam; Xe. 
LE T. 
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ter . 
in- 3 
he From the young Gentleman io his Mother, during bi: 


y, Apprenticeſhip, 
Honoured Mother, 

OUR having retired to the country, has hindered 
me from writing to you ſo often as I could wiſh, 
Ever ſince I was bound to Mr. Anſon, he has treated 
me with every ſort of indulgence, and J have endea- 
voured to acquire the good will of all our cuſtomers, I 
know that ycu are fo ſtraitened in your own circomſtan- 
— ces, as not to be able to afford me pocket-money; but 
I have the pleaſure to tell you, that Mrs, Howard has 
taken care in that particular, and generouſly ſupplied 
me from time to time, In every part of my conduct J 
ſhall endeavour to act conſiſtently with the principles 
of virtue, and am, with the utmoſt reſpect and duty, 


3% LD — Your affectionate ſon, 

at — —— — — —— X — 
* L BAR VE 

es From the young Centliavoman to her Mother, 

0 Honoured Mother, | OD 
= N my laſt I informed you that my worthy benefac- 
1 treſs, Mrs. Howard, had been extremely ill: 1 


a have the pleaſure to aſſure you, that ſhe is now per- 
fectly recovered, The happineſs of my preſent ſitua- 
tion may be conceived, but it is not in my power to 
deſcribe it. After we get up in the morning, the fa- 
mily are called together, to return thanks to the Al- 


5 mighty for his preſerving them during the preceding 
85 night, and to implore his protection the remaining 
pa part of the day: afterwards we retire to breakfalt. 


During the forenoon, we young ones walk into the 
4 garden, or the fields, whilſt the good lady 1s employ- 
ed in diſpenſing medicines to her poor tenants, At 
one o'clock we dine, and afterwards retire tothe ſum- 
mer-houſe, when each, in her turn, reads ſome part 
ef the beſt Engliſh writers, whilſt the others are em- 
ployed in needle work- I have received a leiter from 

5 my 
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my brother, and am glad to hear he is ſettled in of 
| good a family, Lam, honoured Madam, 
Your affectionate and dutiful daughter, 


LETTER IX. 


Frum a young Man io his Father, af fring him to intercedt 


with his Maſter to take him again into his Service. 
bY ; 


Honoured Sir, | 
IT H ſhame, arifing from a conſciouſneſs of 


guilt, 1 have preſumed to write to you at this 


BAG doubt not but you bave heard of the irregu- 
larities in my conduct, which at laſt proceeded ſo far, 
as not only to induce me to deſert the ſervice of the 


| beſt'of maſters, but to run into the commiſſion of thoſe | 


vices that might have proved fatal to one, had it not 
been for the many examples and moral leſfons I met 


with in a book lately publiſhed, * It was the allure- 


ments of vicious company, that firſt tempted me to 

ſorſake the paths of virtue, and negle& my duty in a 

family where I was treated with thegreateſt tenderneſs, 
Fully {ſenſible of my fault, I am willing to make eve- 
ry reparation in my power; but know not of any 

| Other, than by acting diametr.cally oppoſite to my 
former conduct. Let me beg of you, fir, to intercede 
with my worthy maſter to take me again into his ſer- 
vice, and my whole future life ſhall be one continued 
act of e 


Jam, ſir, your affectionate, 


Though undutiful ſon, 


* The Newgate Calendar. IG 
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ET a ws © 8 & 
The Father's Anſwer. 


My dear Child, | | oo We: 

F ever you live to be a father, you will know what 

I feel for you on the preſent occaſion. Tenderneſs as 
a parent, reſentment on account of ingratitude—a real 
concern for your future happineſs, and reſpect for the 
worthy man whole ſervice you deſerted, all conſpire to- 
gether to 2 my mind to different purpoſes ; bur“ 
paternal effetion becomes predominant, and | am ob- 
liged to act as your friend, although I am afraid you 
have conſidered me as your enemy; I have written to 
your maſter, and juſt now received his anſwer ; copies 
of which I have ſent incloſed. Your maſter is willing 
again to receive you into his ſervice, and I hope your 
behaviour will be correſpondent to ſo much lenity, 

I am your affectionate father, 


1. 


LET TIER M. 
The Father's Letter to the Maſter, 


My Worthy Friend, 

Have often written to you with pleaſure, but, alas! 

I am conſtrained at preſent to addreſs myſelf to you 
on a ſubje& I little expected. I have juſt now received 
a letter trom my ſon, by which I am informed, that 
he has left your ſervice, through the inſtigation of evil 
company: his letter contains a penitential acknowledp- 
ment of his offence, together with a declaration of his 


_ reſolution to act conſiſtently with his duty for the fu- 


ture. He has begged of me to intercede with you in 
his behalf ; and I know your humanity will excuſe pa- 
rental affection. If you will again receive the unhap- 


Py youth into your family, I have great reaſon to hope 
that his conduct will be equal to his promiſes ; and it 
will confer a laſting obligation on an afflicted parent, 
Your fincere well wiſher, 


Q LET 


and oblige 


R— — E —— — œ ꝗm— ũ S 
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: LATTE x0, 
The Maſi Anſwer. 

ir, 


VER fince I firft conſidered the ſtate of human na- 
ture, or the difference between right and wrong, | 
wap always preferred mercy to the ſeverity of juſtice. 
However ſeaſonable your requeſt may appear to yours | 
ſelf, yet to me it was really unneceſſary. I am a father, 


fir, and can feel at leaſt part of what you ſuffer, My 
reſentment agaipſt the young man 1s leis than my anxi- 


.ety for bis happineſs; and were | fure of his adbering 
to an uninterrupted courſe of virtue, I ſhovid have mere | 


real pieaſure than his acquiring me the revenue of a 
-nabob, 

In the mean time, that nothing may be wanting on 
my part to make both you and him as happy as poſſible, 
all faults are from this moment forgotten; my houſe i: 


open for his reception; and if he will return he ſhall be 
treated with the ſame indulgence, as if he had never 


committed any fault whatever. 
I am, Ns your affectionate friend, 


o _—_ — a : 4 — —— —_ — ——_— 


LETTER: - x0; 


From a Mother, in Town, to ber Daughter at a Boarding- 
School in the C ountry, recommending the Practice of Vir. 
Za. 


Dear Child, | 
LTHOUGH we are ſeparated in perſon, yet you 
are never abſent from my thoughts; and it 1s my 

continual praftice to recommend you to the care of that 
Being, whoſe eyes are all on his creatures, and to whom 
the ſecrets of all hearts are open: butT have been lately 
ſomewhat alarmed, becauſe your two laſt letters do not 
run in that ſtrain of unaffected piety as formerly What, 
my dear, is this owing to? Does virtue appear to you as 
unpleaſant? Is your beneficient Creator a hard maſter, or 
Are you reſolved to embark in the faſhionable ſollies of a 


87 , 
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gay, unthinking world ? Excuſe me, my dear, I am a 
mother, and my concern for your happineſs is inſepa- 
rably connected with my owne: Perhaps Jam miſtaken, 
and, what I have conſidered as a fault, may be only the 
efuſions of youth ful gaity.— I ſhall confider it in that 
a- light, and be extremely glad, yea happy, to find it ſo, 
» LY Uſeful inſtractions are never too often inculcated, and 
ce. therefore, give me leave again to put you in mind of 
ure that duty, the performance of which alone can make 
vou happy, both in time and in eternity, 
Religion, my dear, is a dedication of the whole man 
Xt- to the will of God, and virtue is the-aftual operation 


ing of that truth, which diffuſes itſelf through every part 
52 of our conduct; its conſequences are equally benehcial 
148 


as its promiſes: Her ways ate ways of plzaſaninels, 
and all her paths are pezce,”” "ET | 
;. On Whilſt the gay, unthioking part of youth are devc- 


ble, ting the whole of their time to faſhionable pleaſures, 
e 15 how happy ſhall I be to hear, that my child was reli. 
| be gious without b vpocritical auſterity, and even gay with 
ever innocence. 


Let me beg that you-will ſpend at leaſt 
one hour each day in peruſing your Bible, and ſome of 

, our beſt Engliſh writers; and don't imagine that reli- 
gion is ſuch a gloomy thing as ſome enthuſiaſts have 
zeprefented ; no, it indulges you in every rational 
amuſement, ſo far as it is conſiſtent with morality ;— 
it forbids nothing but what is hurtful, 

Let me beg you will conſider attentively what I have 
written, and ſend me an anſwer as ſoon as you can, 
I am your affectionate mother, 


— — — — 
t vou EFT IV. 
s my 5 
f that | T he Anſwer, 
hom 25 | | 
ately Honoured Mother, be | 
o not Fan ſo much affected by the peruſal of your really 
V hat, parental advice, that I can ſcarcely hold the pen to 
ou a write an anſwer; but duty to the belt of parents obliges 
er, O'S me to make you eaſy in your mind, before I take any 
s of 2 reſt to myſelf, That levity ſo conſpicuous in my former 
£2? | | G 2 | 


letters, 
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letters, 1s too true to be denied, nor do I deſire todraw 
a vel] over my own folly. No, madam, I freely confeſs | 
It; but, with the greateſt ſincerity, 1 muſt at the ſame | 


time declare, that they were written in a careleſs man- 


ner, without conſidering the character of the perſon to | 
whom they were addreſſed : I am fully ſenfible of my 


error, and, on all future occaſions, ſhall endeavour to 
avoid giving the leaſt offence, T he advice you ſent me 
in your valuable letter, wants no encomium; all that I 


_ deſire is, to have them engraven on my heart. My dear 
madam, I love religion, I love virtue, and I hope no 
conſideration will ever lead me from thoſe duties, ia 
which alone I expect future happineſs. Let me beg to 

hear from you ofren, and I hope that my whole future | 


conduct will convince the beſt of parents, that I am 


what ſhe wiſhes me to be. 


I a, honoured madam, your dutiful 1 


Y . 2 


LETTER xV. 


wow 9 an a 


Frem a pO; RS an Officer # in the Army, to bis Sen at a 


Boarding Sehoel, recommending e in his Studies. 


Dear Biliy, 
UR regiment 15 now at Portſmouth, and we are or- 
dered to embark for Minorca. I thought to have 
called on you at the ſchool, but dur orders to march were 
fo fudden, that I had no time to ſpare from the neceſſary 


duties of my ſtation. Let me beg, my dear, that you 


Will attend with the utmoſt aſſiduity to your ſtudies, 


Youth is the proper time for acquiring knowledge, 


which, if properly improved, and reduced to practice, 
will be of the utmoſt ſervice to you in your future life : 
youareyet unacquainted with the world, and happy will 
it be for you, if you remain ignorant of the toils and 


dangers of a military life, Let me therefore intreat 


you, in the moſt earneſt manner, to think of ſome em- 
ployment which will procure you a decent ſubſiſtence, 
and enable you to live independently in the world I 


have left an order with our agent to pay for your edu- 
cation; and although my pay is {mall, yet nothing on 


my 


Sy Mfg I ep» A fn ty ow Gh 69% w% 6 a> hs a a mm wc co i. 
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my part ſhall be wanting, to make your life as eaſy as 
poſſible. As it will be ſome days before we fail, Iſhall 
expect to have a letter from you, and if too late it will 
be ſent after me. Ia the mean time. : 

| am your affectionate father, 


rr ri Int 
The Son's Anſeer. 


os ” — 


Honoured Sir, . 

T was one of the firſt leſſons you taught me, that 
1 gratitude is the nobleſt principle that can aCtuate the 
heart of man; but what muſt it be, when, connected 
with filial duty incumbent on a ſon to the moſt indul- 
gent parent! I am left in a ſituation that may be felt 
but not deſcribed. "That my worthy and honopred pa- 
rent ſhould be ſo precipitately hurried away to a diſtant 
country, almoſt falls me with horror; eſpecially when I 
conſider, that I may never have an opportunity of ſee- 
ing you any more. Jam convinced that your friendly 
advice to me is ſuch, that, if ſtrictly followed, mult be 
attended with the moſt beneficial conſequences to my- 
ſelf; my honour and happineſs will.equally,depend on 
adhering to them, and ſhall always conſider it as my 
ſecond greateſt duty, to obey the precepts of my wor- 
thy father. I have gone already fo far as to be able to 
read Xenophon, and next week J enter upon Homer. 
I have ſome thoughts, if agreeable. to you, to take 
chambers in one of the inns. of court, in order to Rudy 
the law: my inclinations run that way, but 1 ſubmit 
it wholly to your approbation. Let me beg to hear 
from you as often as poſſible, as it will be the greateſt 
pleaſure I can enjoy during ſuch a ſeparation 

I am, nonoured ſtr, your moſt affectionate ſan, 


e 
From a young Gentleman, Clerk to a Merchant in Town, 
to his Father inthe Country, ſoliciting Pocket-money.. 

Honoured Sir, . V | 

Wrote to you by maſter Bale, the linen draper, but 
.not having received any anſwer makes me very un- 

ealy ; although LI have been as good an Gconomiſt as 
C 3 | poſlible, 


— 
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poſſible, yet, I find, the pocket · money you allowed me | 
to take monthly from Mr. Willis, the grocer, is not 


ſufficient io ſupport my neceſſary expences, although it 


was ſo at firſt, London is ſuch a place, that unleſs one} 


maintains ſomething of a character, they are ſure to be 
treated with contempt, and pointed at as objects of r1- 


dicule. I aſſure you, fir, that I abhor every ſort of ex- 
travagance, as much as you can deſire, and the ſmall} 
matter which I aſk as an addition to your former allow-! 


_ ance, is only to promote my own intereſt, and which, I 
am ſure, you have as much at heart as any parent poſſi. 
bly can. My maſter will ſatisfy you, that my conduct 
has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of morality. 


I ſubmit it to your judgment what you think proper to | 


order me, I did notchuſe to mention my want of mo. 
ney to Mr, Willis, and, for the reaſon, have not taken 
any thing more than what you ordered: I hope you 
will not be offended with what I have written; as J 


ſhall always conſider myſelf happy in performing my 
duty, and acquiring the favour of my honoured parents. 


I am, honoured fir, your affectionate fon, 


K 8 


1 *—  _ —__—__w__A 


LETTER XVIII. 


„ »'—;,ꝑ 


The F ather's Anſwer, 


My dear Child, . 
Y reaſon for not ſending to you ſooner was, that 
I] had been on a journey to your uncle at Man- 
cheſter, where I was detained longer than I expected, 
and, conſequently, did not ſee your letter till laſt 
night, I have confidered your requeſt, and am con- 


vinced that it is altogether reaſonable : you are greatly 


Miſtaken if you think that I wanted to confine you to 
the ſmall matter paid by Mr. Willis: no; it was in- 
deed inadveriency; but my conſtant reſidence in the 
Country makes me little acquainted with the cuſtoms 

of London, I don't deſire to confine you. to any parti» 
cular ſum; you are now arrived at an age, when it 


becomes abſolutely neceſſary for you to be well ac- 
. 8 quainted 
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conduct in more advanced years. 
ſpect, and, as I well know, that all manner of precepts 
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quainted with the value of money, your profeſſion like- 


wiſe requires it: and, it is well known, that prudence 
and ſobriety in youth, naturally leads to regularity of 
Virtue inſures re- 


are uſeleſs where the inclinations are vicious, I have 
left the affair, mentioned inyour letter, intirely to your 


own diſcretion; and, as the incloſed order is unlimit- 


ed, I doubt not but prudence will direct you how to 
proceed. | am, dear child, your affeQtionate father, 


＋— 
— — N 9——ũ 


LETTER XIX. 


From a young Gentleman at a Boarding ſchool in the Coun» 
| try, to his Brother, an Apprentice in London. | 


Dear Jacky, | 
ITTLE mafter Billy Thompſon is going to Lon. 
don to-morrow in the ſtage, and I have ſent this 
by him to you, We are all well at ſchool, and | have 
got as far as Ovid; I have likewiſe got through the 
Tules of practice, of which I ſhall give you a better ac- 
count when I come to town at the holidays. Dear 
brother, give my duty to my papa and mama, and tell 
them I long to ſee them; [I pray for them and you. eve. 
ry day; and I have read over the Complete Duty of 
Man, which my mama gave me. I ſpend an hour eve- 
ry day in reading Dr. Goldimith's Reman Hiſtory. 
Pray Jacky ſend me ſeme books, for I am very fond of 
reading, and a pair of the newelt pattern of buckles, 

and I ſhall do more for you when I leave ſchool. 
Pe» | I am your loving brother, 


ODE, _—_— 


* 
— 


LK T FI . 
The Brother's Arſacer. 


Dear Brother, | 
Received your kind letter, and am glad to hear you 
are well, as alſo of the progreſs you make in learning. 
I read your letter to your papa and mama, and they wy 
oy ho | 41 0 muck. . 
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much pleaſed with it. Bill Thompſon dines at our houſe 


to-morrow, and he will bring You this. Your mama | 


has ſent you half a guinea; and as you are ſo fond of 
books, I have ſent you Rollin's Belles Lettres. Mr. 
Auſtin, our curate, ſays, that although all ſorts of hiſto- 


ry is uſeful, yet he thinks you ſhould begin with that of | 
your own country; and he has ſent you a preſent of 


Ruſſel's Hiſtory of England, which is ornamented with 
a ſet of the moſt elegant copper-plates extant in this 
kingdom. | have ſent you the buckles, and ſome other 
things, which you will find ſealed up in the parcel, 
We all beg that you will continue to perſevere as you 
have begun, in an uniform courſe of virtue. It will 
intitle you to the favour of God, be a pleaſure to your 
parents, and turn out to your own advantage at the laſt, 
| I am, dear brother, 
__ Your's affectionately, 


— RN b — —_—___ 
"2 Ar 


LETTER XX. 


Frem à young Tradeſman, lately entered into Bufin/+, to 


bis Father, afting his Conſent to Marry. 
Monoured Sir, ; 


OU know that it is now-above awear ſince. ] enter- 


ed into bofineſs for myſelf, and finding it daily in- 
creaſing, lam obliged to look out for an agreeable part- 
ner, I mean a wife: there is a very worthy.family in 
thisneighbourhood, with whom | have been ſome time 
acquainted, They are in good circumſtances, and have 
a daughter an amiable young woman, greatly eſteemed 
by all who knew her: I have paid my addreſſes to her, 
and likewiſe obtained the parent's conſent, on condi. 
tion that it is agreeable to you. I would not do any 
thing of that nature without your conſent; but I hope 
that, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, you will find her ſach 
a perſon, that you will not have any objection to a 


match ſo advantageous, I, on every occaſion, endea- 


vour to act with the greateſt prudence, conſiſtent with 
| the rules you was pleaſed to preſcribe for my conduct. 
The parents are to pay me fivg hundred pounds on the 

| I a day 
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day of marriage, if the event ſhould happen to take 
place, and as they have no other children, the whole 
of their property becomes ours at their deatb. In what 
ever light you are pleaſed to confider this, I ſhall abide 
by your direction, and your anſwer in the mean time is 
impatiently expected, By your dutiful ſon, 


F ——_——__-__—_—_— 


r n 


The Father's Anſwer. 


My dear Son, PE 

Received your letter, and my reaſon for not ſending . 

ſgoner is, that it being an affair of great import- 
ned I was willing to proceed therein with the utmoſt 
caution. I wrote to Mr, Johnſon, my attorney in New 
Inn, deſiring him to enquire concerning the family vou 
deſire to be allied with; and Iam glad to hear that his 
account does not differ from your own, I hope you do 
not think that F would defire to {ee you one moment 
unhappy. Your reaſons for entering into the marriage 
ſtate are every way ſatisfactory, and J am glad to hear 
that the perſon on whom you have placed your affec- 
| tions is ſo deſerving. Wnen you have fixed the wed- 
ding day I will come to London to be preſent at the ce- 
Temony, and ſpend a few days with my old friends, I 
hope you will continue to attend your buſineſs with the 
"ſame diligenceyou have hithertodone, and if you ſhould 
live to an old ©ge, you will then be able to retire from 
trade with honour, both to yourſelf and family. _ 

I am, dear fon, your affectionate father, 


. 


{> +LETTRR Krit. 


From a young MV. oman, juſt gone to Service in London, 16 
ber Motber in the Country. „ 


Dear Mother, 


T 1s now a month that I have been at Mr. Wilſon's, 
and | thank God that [like my place ſo well, My 
maſter and miſtreſs are both worthy people, and greatly 
| reſpect ed 


ATE ,, 
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reſpected by all their neighbours. At my firſt coming 
there I thought every thing ſtrange, and wondered 10 
| fee ſuch multitudes of people in the ſtreets; but what! 
fuffer moſt from is, the remembrance of your's and my 
father's kindneſs; butTbegin to be more reconciled to 
my ſtate, as I kaow you were not able to ſupport me at 
bome. I return you a thouſand thanks for thè kind ad- 
vices you were ſo good to give me at parting, and | 
mall endeavour to practiſe them as long as I live: let} 
me hear from you as often as you have an opportunity: 
ſo with my duty to you and my father, and kind love 
t0 all friends, Tue | 
845 | I remain ever, 
Your moſt dutiful daughter, 


in 


AC — — —— — Cc — w—_— — 


— 
— —_— 


LSTTEZAE Ker. 
The Mutber's Anſruer. 


My dear Child, . : „ 
TAM glad to hear that yon have got into fo worthy a 
1 family. You know.that we never ſhould have part - 
ed from yon had it not been for- your good. If you 
continue virtuous and obliging, all the family will love 
and eſteem you. Keep yourſelf employed as much as 
you can, and be always ready to aſſiſt your fellow ſer- 
vants. Never ſpeak ill of any body; but when yau 
hear a bad ſtory, try to ſoften it as much as you can; 
do not repeat jt again, but let it flip out of your mind 
as ſoon as poſſible. I am in great hopes that all the 
family are kind to you, from the good character | have 
heard of them, If you have any time to ſpare from 
your buſineſs, I hope you will ſpend ſcme part of it in 
 zeading your Bible, and the Wnole Duty of Man, I 
pray for you daily, and there is nothing 1 deſire more 
than my.dearchild's happineſs. Remember, that the 
more faithful you are in the diſcharge of your duty as 
a ſervant, the better you will proſper, if you live to 
have a family of your own Your father deſires his 
bleſſing, and your brothers and ſiſters their kind love 
{2% to 
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o you. Heaven bleſs you, my dear child! and con - 
inue you to be a comfort to us all, and particularly to, 
| Your affectionate mother, 


— 


— — 2 


LETTER XXV. 


rom an aged Lady in the Country, to her Niece in London, | 
cautioning her againſt keeping Company with a Gentle- 
ty: man of a bad Character. | 


Dear Nice, 
HE fincere love and affection which I may have 
for your indulgent father, and ever had for your 
— virtuous mother, when ſhe was alive, together with 
the tender regard TI have for your future happineſs and 
welfare, have prevailed on me rather to inform you by 
letter than by word of mouth, concerning what I have 
heard of your unguarded conduct, and the too great 
freedoms you take with Mr. Lovelace. You have been 
ſeen with him at both the Playhouſes, in St. James's 


by 2 Park, Ranelagh, and Vauxhall. Don't imagine, niece, 
art. that | write this from a principle of ill-nature; it is on 
you purpoſe to ſave you from ruin; for, let me tell you, 
love Your familiarity with him gives me no ſmall concern, 
h a; 48 his character is extremely bad, and as he has ated 
ſer. in the moſt ungenerous manner of two or three virtuous 
you young ladies of my acquaintance, who enterta!ned too 
gan; favourable an opinion of his honour, Tis poſſible, - 
\ing as you have no great fortune to expect, and he has an 


the uncle, from whom he expects a conſiderable eſtate, that 
you may be tempied to imagine his addreſs an offer to 


ave { 
rom Jour advantage; but that is greatly to be queſtioned; 
tin for | have heard that he is deep in debt, as alſo that he 


Ii privately engaged to a rich old widow at Chelſea, 
In ſhort, my dear, he is a perfect libertine, and is ever 
the] boaſting of favours from our weak ſex, whole fondneſs. 
and frailty are the conſtant topics of his railing and ri- 
> to dicole. | ng 
his Let me prevail on you, dear niece, to avoid his com- 
ove pany as you would that of a madman ; for, notwithitand- 
to | | | 5, | 
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ing I (ill hope you are ſtrictly virtuous, yet your good 


will not be offended with the liberty here taken, by 


name may be irreparably loſt by ſuch open acts of im- 
prudence. I have no other motive but an unaffected 
zeal for your intereſt and welfare: I flatter myſelf you} 


Your ſincere friend, and affectionate aunt,| 


without my father's conſent. He came to viſit me this 


to correſpond with him by letter, and you may depend 


I return you a thouſand thanks for your friendly advice. 


From a young Gentleman in the Engliſh F actory at Liſbon, 


— 


S mes = ere 


LETTER XXVI. 
The Yeung Lady's Anſwer. 


as -. OM. oa 


 Honuured Madan, 


Received your letter, and when I conſider your rea- n 
ſons for writing, I thankfully acknowledge you my 
friend. It is true, I have been at thoſe public places 


_- 


| you mention, along with Mr. Lovelace, but was utter- p. 


ly ignorant of his real character. He did make me pro- 
poſals of marriage, but I told him I would do nothing 


morning, when I told him that a regard for my repu- 
tation obliged me never to ſee him any more, nor even 


on my adhering to that reſolution. In the mean time 


J am ſenfible every young woman ought to be careful 
of her reputation, and conſtantly avoid the company 
of libertices. To convince you of my ſincerity. I 
ſhall leave London in about fix weeks, and will call to 
ſee you after I have been at my father's, . 
| I uam, honoured madam, 
Your affectionate niece, 


LETTER XXVII. 


| 4 bis Siſter in London, 
Dear Si/ter, | 


1 extremely obliged to you ſor the kind preſent by 
the laſt packet, and likewiſe to hear of your marriage 
with Mr, Bale, 1am very well ſettled in the Factory, 

| , | | and 
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nd the gentlemen treat me with the greateſt isdul- 
Pence. We have often been told by our worthy father, 
That popery is little better than Paganiſm, and I find it 
o be true ever fince I ſettled in this city, where igno- 
Fance, ſuperſtition, and even idolitry, ſeem to reign 
In the moſt ſovereign manner, and that dreadful tribu- 
Pal the Inquiſition, exerciſer ſuch an unlimited autho— 
iy over both the bodies and conſciences of every per- 
on, that none dare utter their ſentiments with frecs 
Jom. We ſee little elſe in the Rreets, beſides the pro- 
eſſions of prieſts and monks; nor any other public re- 
Preſentations, except the barbarous diverſion of bull 
ghts, and the horrid practice of burning thoſe unhappy 
people called Hereticks; whoſe greatelt fault ts often no 
nore than ſpeaking a word diſteſpectfully of the prietts, 
dr being abſent one day from mais. Happy are you, 
ear filter, to live in a laad of liberty; I long to ſee 
ou again, but the neceiſi:y Il am under of acquiring 
perfect knowledge of my buſineſs, obliges me to diſ - 
enſe with many things, in their nature diſagreeable. 

{ ſhall be glad to hear often from you, and that you 
nay go on in a courſe of uninterrupted proſperity aud 
appineſs is the conilant prayer of SEE 

| 5 Your affectionate brother, 


N * 


— 


LETTER XXVIII. 
The Siger's Auſauer. 


Dear Brother, 


I Have been laid in above two months, of a fon, and 
L Mr. Bale has ſuch reſpect for you, that the child is 
alied by your name, I am glad to hear of the indul- 
pence you receive from the gentlemen of the Factory, 
ind I doubt not but you will continue to merit it. 
ood ſenſe and good manners will always po hand in 
and together, and never fail of procuring reſpect. 
The account you ſent us of Popiſh ſuperſtition, is con- 
iſtent with the noticns IT always had of it, and I {n- 
erely bleſs God that I 5 in a country where the 
| | 8 tru: 
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true religion is taught, and every ſort of perſecution | 
abhorred. Your aunt Barton is lately dead, and has} 
left you a conſiderable fortune, but I cannot at preſent | 
mention the particulars; and indeed it is needleſs, as H 
Mr. Bale will communicate them to you as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible. In the mean time, dear brother, perſevere in} 

an uniform courſe of virtue, which alone can ſecure 
your preſent and future happineſs. I have ſeat you a | 
few preſents, as alſo cloth for a ſuit of mourning for i 
your late worthy aunt, Your time will ſoon be expired, Md. 
when we ſhall be glad to ſee you, our brother, once Hl 


more in London, which is the earneſt prayer of fo 
| Your ever affectionate ſiſter, By 

| h 

i | E ye 
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DE es ly 
From a Sailor at P:zmouth, ta his Wife in London. w 
N v1 


Dear Betty, 


E are juſt returned from a crvize againſt the 
_ Spaniards, where we have given them ſuch a 
drubding, that I believe the Dons will ſoon be glad to 
make peace with England. We have ſunk two, and 
taken three of their ſhips, wherein is great treaſure; 
but it wil! be ſome time before we receive our prize- 
money. However, I have fix months wages due, and 
have ſent. vou an order, by which you will receive it at 
the Pay-office in Broac-ſtreez, We ſai] again in a few 
days Do not be uneaſy for me, my dear, as I hope 
the war will ſoon be over, and 1 ſhall have the plea- 
ſure, once mote, to ſee you in London, there to ſpend 
the remainder of my days, | | 


I am your loving huſband till death, 


1 E T-. 
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ent} 

as From a young Woman, a Hog: in Londen, to her Pa- 
ole rents, defiring their Conſent to marry. 

in | | | 

ure Honoured F ather and Mather, 

u a Have ſent this to inform you, that one Mr. Wood, 
for | a young man, a cabinet maker, has paid his ad- 


ed, dreſſed to me, and now offers me marriage; I teld him 

ace BI would do nothing without your conſent, and there- 
fore have ſent this by William Jones, your neighbour, 

, who called on me, and will inform you particularly of 

| his citcumſtances. 

— The young man has been ſet vp in buſineſs about twa 
years, and is very regular and ſober, Moſt people in 
the neighbourncod eſteem him, and his buſineſs is da'- 
ly increaling, I thisk I could live extremely happy 
with tim, but do not chooſe to give him my promiſe 


until | have firſt heard from you: whatever anſwer you 
ſend mal! be obeyed by 


Your affe ctionate Jangdinr: 


LET TRE XXXE 
The Parent's Anſwer, | 
Dear Child, 


t at 

few V E received your letter by Mr. Jones, and the 
10pe character he gives of the young man is ſo agree- 
lea- MW vie, that we have no objection to your marrying him: 


begging that you will ſeriouſly conſider the duties of 
bat important ſtate, before it is too late to repent, 
onſider well with yourſelf, that according to your 
onduct to each other, you muſt be either happy or 
niſerable as long as you live. There are many occur- 
rences in life in which the beſt of men's tempers may 
e ruffled, on account of loſſes or diſappoinaments; if 
your huſband ſhould at any time be 1o, endeavour to 


make him as caſy as poſſible. Be careful of every thing 
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he commits to your keeging; and never affect to ap. 
pear ſuperior to your ſtation; for although your cir 
cumſtances may be eaſy, yet, whilſt in trade, you will 
find a continual want of money for many different pu- 
poſes, It is poſſible ſome of your more polite neigh. 
bours may deſpiſe you for a while, but they will beg 
forced in the end to acknowledge, that your conduc 
was conſiſtent with the duties of a married late. But 
above all, remember your duty of God, and then you 
may chearfully lock for a bleſſing on your honeft ery 
ceavours, May God direct you in every ching for ti 
delt, ie the Encerc prayer of e | 


Your loving father and mother, 


PAN 


ap- 
Cir 
wills 


pur- 


eigh. 
! beg 
1d ul 
But 
1 youl 
Een 
r the] 


( 41 


5 A R T II. 


Ox BUSINESS. 


LET T-E R 


From a young Man in the Country, to a Merchant in Lon. 


XX XII. 


don, offering C ee e . 


. 


V apprenticeſhip with Mr. Wilſon being expired, 
during which I had proofs of vour integrity in 


all your dealings, with my worthy maſter, my parents 
have given me two hundred pounds to begin the world, 
which you know is not ſufficient to carry on trade to 
any advantage: that I may be able to ſell my goods as 
cheap as poſſi ble, I would chuſe to have them from the 
firſt hand, and likewiſe the uſual time of credit. 
is agreeable to you, I hereby offer you my correſpond- 
ence, not doubting but you will uſe me as well as you 
did Mr. Wilſon, and you may depend on my REN 


ality with teſpect to payments. 


My late maſter has no objection to my ſeiting up, as 


it will not be in the leaft prejudicial to his buſineſs, 


ſhall depend on your ſending me the following order as 
oon and as cheap as poſiible, and am, tir, 


D ; 


Your humble ſervant, 


L E 


— 


[f it 


1 
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LET TE R XXXNIII. 


The Merchant's Anſwer. 

S FR, | | 
I 7 OUR'sI received, and am extremely glad to hear 
| that your parents have enabled you to open a ſhop 
for yourſelf, Your behaviour to your late maſter was 
ſuch, that it cannot fail of procuring you many cuſtom- 
ers. I have ſent you the goods by the Stafford waggon, 
in twelve parcels, marked XI; and I doubt not but you} 
will be punctual in your returns, which will always er- 
able me to ſerve you as low as poſſible, and with the 
beſt goods which I can procure, I heartily wiſh you} 
ſucceſs in buſineſs, and doubt not but you well know, 
that honeſty and aſſiduity are the moſt likely means to} 
inſure it, and am, Your obliged ſervant, 
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| LETTER XXXIV. 
From a young Man whoſe Maſter had lately died. 


. | | | 

1 Doubt not but you have heard of my late worthy 

' maſter's death. I have ſerved him as apprentice 

and Journeyman above twelve years; and as my mil- 
treſs does not chuſe to carry on the buſineſs, I have ta- 
ken the ſhop and ſtock in trade, and ſhall be glad to 
deal with you in the ſame manner he did, I have ſent 
the incloſed order for payment of ſuch bills as are due, 
and you may depend on punctuality with reſpe& to the 
remainder, for which purpoſe let them be entered 2: 
my debt. Pleaſe to ſend the incloſed order, and let 
the goods be the be you have, which will oblige 

Your humble ſervant, 


pn I 


— — 
— —_—_ 
— 


"LB e XXXV, 

| The Arſwer. 

3 | Tn 
OUR's I received, and am extremely ſorry to heat 
of the death of my good friend your late maſter: 


but, at the ſame time, pleaſed io find that his 8 Go 
my | | | as 
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has fallen into ſuch good hands as your's, You have 
double advantage over a iiranger, as you are well ac- 
quainted both with your late maſter's trade and cuſtom- 
ers, which, by his dealings with me, appears to be ve- 
ry extenſive. I have ſent your order in ten balee, 
marked OP, by the Speedwell, of Hull, John Thomp- 
ſon, maſter, and you will find them as good and cheap 
as any that are to be had in London, T heartily thank 
you for your offered correſpondence; and ſhall, on al! 
occaſions, uſe you with honour, LI wiſh ycu all man- 
ner of ſucceſs; and am, 


| LETT KR - XXXVI. 
To a Correſpondent, requeſting the Payment of a Sum of 


Money, 
SIX, 
X LTHOUGH the balance of the account between 
us has been of long ſtanding in my favour, yet 
would I not have applied to you at preſent, had not a 
very unexpected demand been made upon me for a con- 
ſiderable ſum, which, without your aſſiſtance, is not in 
my power to anſwer. When I have an opportunity of 
ſeeing you, I ſhall then inform you of the nature of 
this demand, and the neceſſity of my diſcharging it, I 
hope you will excuſe me this freedom, which nothing 
but a regard to my credit and family could oblige me 
to take. If it does not ſuit you to remit the Whole, 
part will be thankfully received by 3 
| | Your humble ſervant, 


— IS — — 


LETTER XXXVII. 
The Anſæuer. 


mm 


SIX. „ 

Have juſt received your's, and am ſorry to bear of 
your affliction, That the account between us was 
not ſooner ſettled, was owing to the failure of two prin- 
cipal creditets, I have juſt received a remittance from 
„ AF Nottingham, 
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Nottingham, and am greatly pleaſed that it is in my a 


power to anſwer the whole of your demand. The ba: 
lance between us is two hundred and fifty poonds, for | 
which | have ſent incloſed an order on Mr. the 
banker. I hope you will ſurmount this an. every other 
difficulty, and am, 1 

| Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


* —_ 


LETTER XXXVIII. 


From a Merchant at Leghorn, to a Brother in London, de- 
firing him to ſell ſome Goods, and purchaſe others, 
Sd. 1.8, 
CCORDING to the agreement ſettled between 
us when I left England, I have ſent, by the 
Charming Sally, Captain Johnſon, twelve bales of raw 
nik, marked A Z, deſiring you to diſpoſe of them to 
the beſt advantage; they are warranted good, as I ex- 
amined every parcel ſeparately, before they were ſent 
on board. You will receive an incloſed order for ſeve- 
ral different articles of Britiſh manufactutes, to be ſent 
by the firit ſkir ſailing for this port, Let them be as 
good and cheap as poſſible you can procure, as they 
are much wanted at preſent. 
Jam, fir, your humble ſervant, 


LETTER XXXIX. 


The Anſwer, 
S IX. 
OUR's I received, and the twelve bales, marked 
L 22, were delivered at the Cuſtom-houſe. I im- 
media:ely advertiſed them for ſale at Garraway's, in 
twelve different lots, but they were ail purchaſed byan 
eminent manufacturer in Spitalfields, for nine hundred 
and forty pounds, which J have lodged in the Bank in 
your name. I have likewiſe ſhipped on board the Diſ- 
patch, Captain Hervey, the different articles which you 
ordered, They are in twenty bales, marked B M. 
| | | 2a 
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am told they are the beſt that can be had in London, 
n My and doubt not of their giving ſatisfaQion, 

e ba: I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 
for N 

the | — 
Diner LET TER XL. 


—— 
— 


An urgent Demand ef Payment. 
Mr. Thompſon, 


H E exigence of my affairs compels me thus im- 
ad- portunately, nay peremptorily, to write to you, 
[Can you think it poſſible to carry on buſineſs in the 
manner you act by me? You know what promiſes you 
have made, and how, from time to time, you have 
broken them, Can I therefore depend upon any new 
ones you make? If you uſe others as you do me, how 
can you think of carrying on buſineſs; If you do nor, 
what muſt T think of the man, who deals worſe by me 
than he does by others? Tf you think you can treſpaſs 
more upon me, than you can on others, that is a very 
bad compliment to my prudence, or your own grati- 
tude; for ſurely good uſage ſhould be intitled to the 
ſame in return. I know how to allow for diſappointe a 
ments as well as any man; but can a man be diſap- 
pointed for ever? Trade is ſo dependent a thing, that 
it cannot be carried on without mutual punctuality, 
Does not the merchant expe it from me for theſe very 
goods I ſend you? And can I make a return to him 
without receiving it from you? What can it anſwer 
to give you two years credit, and then be at an uncer- 
tainty, for goods which I ſell ata ſmall profit, and have 
only ſix months credit for myſelf? Indeed, fir, this will 


ed never do. I muſt be more punctually uſed by you, or 
m elſe muſt deal as little punctually with others: and the 
in what muſt be the conſequence! In ſhort, fir, expect a 
an handſome payment by the next return, and ſecurity for 
ed the remainder; as I am very loath to take any harſh 
mn meaſures to procure juſtice to myſelf, my family, and 
i creditors. For J am, if it be not your own fault, 
. Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


LET 


— - — 


46 LETTERS on BUSINESS, 
LETTER- XL. 
The Anſwer, 


8 4; | 
F Acknowledge with gratitude the lenity you have at 
all times ſhewn, and my being obliged to diſappoint 
you ſo often has given me much uneaſineſs. I do aſſure} 
you, fir, that I am not ſo ungrateful as my conduct has. 
given you reaſon to believe. From the ſtate of my ac -. 
counts, you will find that the greateſt part of my pro-| 
perty is in the hands of country dealers, who, although 
they ſeldom fail, yet their times of payment are very 
precarious and uncertain, However, to convince you 
of my integrity, I have ſent by this day's poſt an order 
for ſeventy pounds, and next week you ſhall receive one 
much larger. The remainder ſhall be ſent in a very 
ſhort time, I am determined, for the future, to make 
the rules laid down in yourexcellent letter, a guide, in 
my dealings with thoſe people, whoſe dilatorineſs in 
making good their payment to me, obliged me to diſ- 
appoint you; and to convince you further of my inte- 
grity, the goods which | order until the old account is 
paid off, ſhail be for ready money. I doubt not but 
you will continue to treat me with the ſame good uſage 
as former y, and believe me to be unfeignedly. 
Your obliged humble ſervant, 


LETTER Xu. 
From a young Perſon in I rade, to a wholeſale Dealer, who 
had ſuddenly made a Demand on him. 


STR, | . 

OUR demand coming very unexpectedly, I muſt 
confeſs I am not prepared to anſwer it, I know 

the ſtated credit in this article uſed to be only four 
months; as it has been always a cuſtom to allow at leaſt 
two months more. I did not think you would have ſent 
for it till that time, and conſequently truſted to a prac- 
tice ſo long eſtabliſhed in trade. Sir, I beg you will 
not ſuppoſe it is any deficiency which hinders me from 
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omplying with your requeſt, nor fhall I aſk any more 
han is uſual. If you will be pleaſed to let your ſer- 
„ant call this day three weeks for the one half cf the 
um, it ſhall be ready, and the remainder in a fort- 
ight after, In the mean time, I beg that you will 
ot let any word ſlip concerning this, as very little will 
Port a young beginner, Sir, you may take my word 
Pith the greateſt ſafety, that | will pay you as I have 
Promiſed; and if you have any reaſon to demand the 
roney ſooner, be pleaſed to let me know, that if [ 
,ave it not I may borrow it; for if I have loſt credit 
vith you, 1 hope I have not done ſo with all the world, 
I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 


LETTER XIIII. 


very | The Anſwer, 


„ in SI R, | 
HERE is no perſon in the world, who could more 
willing thew every {urt of indulgence to a young 

beginner than myſelf, and lam extremely ſorry to 

Ry Preſs you on the prefent occaiion ; but 1 have reaſons : 

ur nd althoughfit is not always either fair, or prudent 
to mention them, yet you will give me leave to aſk the 
following queſtion: Whether you have any dealings 


t. ith an uſurerneai Moortc!cs, and what is his name? 
Mf you give me ſatisfaciigy on this head, I ſhall not 
urge the demand | have made upon you ſouner than 
who Ihe time you mcniion; but as it may be done at once, 
| expe your anſwer by the bearer whom you well 
know, for he was, as he informs me, very lately your 
ſervant. | 
nuſt . „ . 1 
e aſluie you, fir, it is in conſideration of the great 


opinion I have of your integrity, that 1 refer the pay- 
leaſt ment of my demand io a ſimple anſwer to this queſtion; 
ſent but! fear that cannot be done, 4 


Jam your friend and well-wiſher, 


LET- 
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LET TEX XLIV. 
Soliciting the Loan of Money from 6 Friend. 


Dear Sir, 


"Believe that ever fince you firſt knew me you wall mw 

ready to acknowledge, that no perſon was ever more 
| baſhful in aſking favours than myſelf, Indeed I bar 
always conſidered it as mote pleaſing to an honeſt mind , 
to confer, than receive a favour; but an unexpecled 3 
affliction in my family, obliges me to ſolicit your aſſiſt 
ance, by the loan of about forty pounds, for fix months; 
but on this condition, that you can ſpare it without 
hurting yourſelf; for | would by no means chuſe thai 
my friend ſhouid ſuffer in his preſent circumſtances in 
order to oblige me. Indeed, fir, I was ſome days en 
gaged amongſt my acquaintances to raiſe the money, 
before I could prevail with myſelf to aſk it from you; 
and that I have nov done it, is from a principle far mor: 
noble than any lucrative motive: nor indeed would 
I have aſked it at all, were I not morally certain of pay - 
ing it at the time promiſed. I hope this will not give 
any offence, and as I ſaid before, if it is any way in 
convenient, let me beg that you will refuſe it, | 
I am, dear fir, Your's with the greateſt fincerity.Þ 


P —— at. Fa 
. *L— * 


CET ISS  XLY. 


The Anſwer. 


Dear Sir, 


Could not heſitate one moment in anſwering your 
1 letter; and had 1 known that my worthy friend bad 
been in want of the ſum mentioned, I ſhould never 
have put his unaffetted modeſty 10 the bluſh, by ſuffers 
ing him to aſk it: no, fir, the offer ſhould have come 
from myſelf. However, the ſum is ſent by the bearer, 
but let me beg, that if you confider me really as your 
friend, that you wall fait the payment to your on ci. 
cumſtances, without being con ned 123 perticulartime; 

and 
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ad not only ſo, but that you will likewiſe command 

Iny aſſiſtance in every thing elle wherein I can ſerve 

Jou. But let you think me firitly formal, I have 

ereby given you leave to draw on me to the amount 

f two hundred pounds, or for any leſs ſum, to be paid 
5 15 molt ſuitable to your circumltances. 

I am, fir, your 15 8580 friend, 


ill vÞ 
- more 
har 
mind) 
ectedf 
aſſiſt 
öntheg 
thoud 
e thatil 


a. * 1 


LETTER XLVI. 


rom a Tenant to a Landlord, excaſing Delay of Payment, 
$18, 


ces in Have been your tenant above ten years in the houſe 
ys en. where | now live, and you know that | have never 
oney, [112d to pay my rent quarterly when due, Ar preſent 
you; an extremely ſorry to inform you, that from a variety 
more f iofies and diſappointments, I am under tne neceſſity 
vouldf begging thazyou will indulge me one quarter longer, 
F pays y that time I hope to have it in my power to anſwer 
t give Ro juſt demand, and the favour ſhall be ever grate- 
ay in ll acknowledged by your. 
Obedient humble ſervant, 


erty, : 
85 LETTER XL Vn. 
T he Anhver. 
$1 R. | 6 
I was never my deſign to oppreſs you, I have had 
| YOu! long trial of your honeſty, and therefore you may, 


d hadi t perfectly ſatisfied concerning your preſent reque t. 

never demand ſhall be made by me, upon you for rent, 
ſoffer- aulit ſuits you to pay it; for | am well convinced, 
 comeMou will not keep it from me any longer. 


eatery I am your's ſincerely, 
s your 
vn cir- 


time; | . | 3 
and | 33 L. E. I 
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LETTER XLVII. 
From a Ceuntry Farmer on the Jame Cree on. 


. e Sir, 


J Am extremely ſorry that band a variety of un- 
I foreſeen accidents J am obliged to write to you on 
uch a ſubje& as this. The ſeaſon laſt year was bad 
but I was enabied to pay you. This has turned out 
much worſe, and it being ſo long before we, could get 
the corn home, it is not yet fit to be ſold. 6 beg 
your patience about two months longer, when I hope 
to pay you faithfully, with gratitude, _ 
Lam, fir, your "And led 

And umble ſervant, 


LE 1 ＋ E AN XIIx. 
The Arfucer, 
Mr. Clover, 


V Hope that from the whole of my conduct, ever ſince 
1 you firſt became my tenant, that you cannot have 
reaſon to alledge any thing againſt me. I never treated 
you with rigour, as | always conſidered you as an in- 
Juſtrious honeſt man. Make yourſelf perfectly eaſy 
concerning the payment of your rent, till I come to the 
country in ſummer, and if things are as you repreſent 
them (and I doubt not but they are) you may be aſſured 
of every reaſonable indulgence. 


** 


——— — 


I am your's, 


BS 
From an inſolvent Debtor, to his principal Creditor, re- 
queſting ths Acceptance of a Compoſition. 
81 R, 


HEN I firſt entered upon buſineſs, 1 little thought 
thatever I ſhould be under the neceſſity of writing | 
to you on ſuch a ſubjeR as this; but experience reaches 


me 
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me, that it is much better to acknowledge the flate of 
affairs to my creditors, than put them to the expence of 
taking out a commiſſion of bankruptcy. To you, there. 
fore, Sir, as the perſon to whom | amgprincipally i in- 
debted, do | addreſs myſelf on this melancholy occa- 
ſion, and muſt freely acknowlegde that my affiirs are 
very much perplexed, I have been theſe ten years palt . 
endeavouring to acquire ſomething to myſelf, Als in 
vain, The variety of different articles which I have 
been obliged to ſell on credit, and tne lufſe; ſollained 
thereby, always kept me in low circumſtances; and of 
ten when I paid you money [ had none left fer the ſup- 
port of my ſamily, If you will be pleaſed to employ 
any prudent perſon to examine my books, I doubt nur 
but you will be convinced, that the whole of my con- 


duct has been conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of hone ſ- 


iy; and if it ſhall appear ſo to you, I muſt beg you 
will be pleaſed to call a meeting of the creditors, and 
lay it before them. | have not ſpent any more than was 
abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of my family, and 
every thing remaining ſhal! be delivered up. When 
all this is done, I hope you will accept of it, as it is not 
in my power to do any more, and conſider me as one 
whoſe misfortunes call ſor pity inſtead of reſentment : 

Jam, fir, your moſt humble ſervant, _ 


LETTER Et 
Je Anſwer, 


CES 
IT is with the preateſt concern that I have peruſed 
your affecting letter; and ſhould conſider myſelf as 
very cruel indeed if lrefuſed to comply with a r1£quelt 
ſo reaſonable as that made by you. I bave employed a 
worthy perſon, a friend of mine, to examine your 
books, the reſult of which ſhall be immediately laid 
before the other creditors, and if it is as you repreſent, 
you need not be afraid of any haiſh uſage. | always 
conſidered you as one of the greateſt integrity, and am 
determined to lay down a * for your futute ſupport. 
2 In 


* 
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In the mean time I have ſent a trifle todefray your ex- 
pences, till the other affairs are ſettled, and am, 
| Ycur fincere well-wiſher, 


LETTER LM. 


From a Tradeſman to a n:holeſale Dealer, 7 to detay Payment 
NE a Sum of Meney. 


SI R, 

Y note to you wiil be able] in ten days, and ! 
* am ſorry to inform you, that although have 
conheerable furs in good bands, yet none of them are 
due theſe three weeks, wiiich is all the time 1 require, 
It is a favour ] rever aſked of any one till this moment, 
and hope for the future not to have any occaſion to 
repeat it, 1am really diſtreſſed for your anſwer; but 
as a proof of my ſincerity, have fent incloſed three 
notes ſubſcribed by perſons well known to yourſelf, 
and although they exceed my debt, vet I have no ob- 
jection to your keeping them as ſecurity till due. Let 
me beg 10 hear from you as ſoon as this comes to hand, 
which wall er oblige 

Your humble ſervant, 


LETTER III. 
The Anſfevere 


" & if oY 

[' was extremely fortunate for you that your letter 
arrived the day after it was written, for I was to 
have paid your note away yeſterday, and I could not 
have had an opportunity of recalling it in time to have 
ſerved you. Indeed it was imprudent not to communi- 
cate the news to me ſopner, as your credit might have 

been greatly affected by ſuch an unneceſlary delay. 
However, | impute it to your unwillingneſs to reveal 
the ſtate of your affairs and ſhall keep the note in my 
hands till your own becomes due, and for that purpoſe 
have returned the others, not doubting but you will 
ſend 
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ſend me the money at the time promiſed, which will 
preaily oblige Your lincere well-wiſher, 


LE TT ER IAV. 


From a young Man, who bad an Opportunity to ſet up in 


Bufineſs, but deſbitute of . to a Centleman of re- 
puted Benevolence. 


| Honoured Sir, 


HEN you look at the fobſeription, you will 
remember my ſerving you with goods when [ 
was apprentice to Mr. Hopkins, grocer, in the Strand. 
J have been a little above two years out of my time, 
which was ſpent in Mr, Hopkins's, ſervice, and the 
greateſt part of my wages have been given to ſupport 
an aged mother confined to a ſick bed, Mr. Hopkins 
died about ten days ago, and having no family, his 
executors, who are almoſt ſtrangers to me, are going 
to let the ſhop. My worthy maſter has left me one 
hundred pounds in his will, but that is no way ſaffici- 
ent to purchaſe the ſtock in trade; nor will they give 
any longer credit than twelve months, Being well ac 
quainted with the trade, as alſo the cuſtomers, and 
having ſuch a fair proſpe& of ſettling in buſineſs, I 
have preſumed to lay it before you. I have often heard 
of your willingneſs to ſerve thoſe under difficulties, 
eſpecially young people beginning the world, If you 
approve of this, and will advance ſo much on my bond, 
payable in a limitted time, it ſhall be as ſafe as if in 
the hands of your barker. | ſhi}] be as frugal and in- 
duſtrious as poſſible, and the whole of my time ſhall be 
employed in the cloſeſt attendance to the duties of my 
ſtation. and ſhall acknowledge your kindneſs with gra- 
titude as long as | live in this world, I hope this will 
not give any cffence, and if you give me leave, I will 
wait on you along with one of the executors, that you 
may hear their propoſals, My character as to horeſty 
and fidelity will bear the ſtrictel enquiry, as ls teſtißed 
E 
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in my late maſter's will, and alſo by all with whom 1 N 
have any dealings. 4 
ö Jam, honoured and worthy ſir, ; 
6 | Your obedient humble ſervant, 


LETTER LY. 


The Gentl:tman's Anſwer, 


S$1R, 


Have juſt received your's, and although I am \ much 
indiſpoſed with the gout, yet could not heſitate one 
moment in ſending an anſwer, There is ſuch an ap- 
Pearance of honeſty, together with ſuch an unaffect- 
ed ſimplicity runs through the whole of your letter 
that I am ſtrongly inclined to comply with your re- 
queſt, and happy ſhal! I think myſelf if your honeſt 
endeavours ate attended with the defired ſucceſs. You 
need not pive yourſe:f the trouble of calling on me, leſt 
it mould interfere with your buſineſs. I will either 
call on you to-morrow, or fend a friend to enquire in- 
20 the pafticulats. In the mean time, it gives me the 
greateſt pleaſure to hear that you have not been wanting 
in fi jal duty to an aged parent; and while you continue 
to act conſiſtently with the principles, and regulate 
your conduct by the practice of virtue, you will have 
great reaſon to expect the divine bleſſing on whatever 
| you underiake. Trade 1s of a very precarious nature, 
3 and if not attended to with aſſid uiĩty and regularity, 
| generally involves thoſe engaged in the greateſt diffi- 
culty, if not ruin, Let me beg, therefore, that when 
vou become a maſter, you will avoid mixing in com- 
ny with thoſe who ſpend their time and ſubſtance in the 
Faſhionable fullies of the preſent age. Such practices 
are inconfiſtent with the buſineſs of a tradeſman: and 
1am z«fraid that 1tis greatly owing to ſuch, that we ſee 
the Gazette ſo often filled withie names of bankrupts, 
who, if they had attended with affid uity to the duties 
of that lation in which providence had placed them, 
might have been a comfort to their families, and an 


honour 
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I | honour to their different profeſſions. But although [I 
I have no fears concerning your integrity, vet the beſt 
; of men cannot be too often reminded of their duty, 

| 1 am, ſir, Pe ſincere well wither, 


—— — — 


L E T T E R LVI. 


From the Servant of a wholeſale Dealer to his Maſter i in 
London, giving an Account of his Cuſtomers in the C dun 
try. 
. 

T Have viſited the ſeveral towns between this and 

1 London, where any of your cuſtomers refide, and 

although they complain much cf the decay of trade, yet 

their payments and orders have been as well as could 
reaſonably be expected; and indeed I think trade is 
beginning to revive. | have the pleaſure to inform 
you, thatin tHe places where I have been, there is not 
any appearance of failing; and the people rave been 
ſo well pleaſed with your goods and fair deaiiug, that 
I have obtained many new orders. | have likewiſe 
received a dividend of twelve ſhillings in ine pound of 
the effects of Mr. Cambrick, the linen draper, at Der- 
by, who failed laſt year, and there is fill ſomething 
remaining, ſo hat upon the whole your Joſs wil not 
be ſo great as was at firſt expected, | have finiſhed 
your buſineſs in this town, and ſet off to morrow for 

Liverpool, where I ſhall expect to hear from you, if 

you have any thing particular to tran.aft beiore | re- 

turn, and am, fir, with duty and reſpect, 
Your obedient and faithful ſervant, 


2 


o 


1 
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LETTER LVII. 
J. Maſter” s Anſwer, 


Mr. 8 


Received your's, dated the 2d inſtant : at Mancheſter, 

and am extremely glad to hear of your ſucceſs. In 

: deed it has, as you obſerved, been greater than | expe. 
We 1 I am much pleaſed with your honeſt fidelity, in 

1 trand- 
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tranſacting my buſineſs with ſo much care and induſtry: 
and as you are now at Liverpool, I ſhall take this op- 
por:unity of intraſting you with an affair of import- 
ance, There is daily expected at that port, the ſhip 
Nightingale, Captain Roberts, laden with ſugar and 


Indigo from Jamaica; and as I am informed the pro- 


prietors are deſirous of diſpoſing of the whole cargo 
by private contract, when you have examined the 
goods, | leave it to your own diſcretion to purchaſe 
the whole, as I think it muſt be an exceeding good 
bargain. If you have not money ſufficient, give them 
an order on me for the remainder, payable at fight. 
I leave the whole to yourſelf, and ſhall expect to hear 
| from you ſoon. 


Your's, Kc. 


— 


"LETTER Lyn. 


From a Merchant” 4 Clerk i in London, to bis Maſter in the 
COD 


& © | 
O not hearing from you thefe three weeks has 


made us very uneaſy, but ſtill we hope you are 
well, The buſineſs has been carried on in the ſame 
manner in which you left it: but yeſterday an order 
came from New-York for goods to the amount of five 
thouſand pounds and upwards. You know the Amert- 
can credit, and therefore I would not do any thing till 
J heard from yourſelf, If you pleaſe to write by next 
- poſt I ſhall abide by your directions, and every thing 
ſhall be conduQted by your order. We would not wiſh 
you to return before your health is fully re-eſtabliſhed, 
although we long to ſee you every day. All the family 
ate well, and am, N 


Vour obedient faithful ſervant. 


L E T- 
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LETTER IX 
The Merchant's RY W ter. 


Ar. T homp/on, 


OUR's I received this day, and am pleaſed to hear 
that my buſineſs ſucceeds ſo well, I always con- 
fded in your fidelity, and am glad to find that I have 


not been deceived, I am much better in my health 


than when I left London, although it is not yet per - 
oa, re-eſtabliſhed, but I hope 3t will be ſo in a ſort. 
time, Concerning the American order I am extremely 


glad to hear of it, not only on my own account, bat 


alſo of trade in general. Their credit to be ſure is 
long, but I would rather truſt io our brethren, in 
that part of the world, two years, that thoſe, who 
are our natural enemies, one month, You may give 
orders for the d:ife/ent goods wanting to be got ready 
as ſoon as poſſible, and before they are completed I 
hope to be in town. Tam much pleaſed to hear that 
all my ſervants are concerned for my welfare, as it 
will ata!l times give methe greateſt happineſs to make 


their different ſituations as comfortable as is conliflent 


with a ſtate of ſervitude. 


I am, your affectlonate maſter, 


—— 


rn in 


Recommending a Man Servant, 


SER, 
1 bearer has ſerved me with integrity and fide- 
lity theſe three years, but having a deſite to ſet- 

tle in London, be left my houſe about a week ago, and 
by a letter received from bim this day, I find you are 
willing to employ him on my rec-mmengation ; and it 
is with the greateſt pleaſure tha I comply with his re- 


queſt, His behaviour, while with me, was ſtrictly ho- 


neſt, ſober, and diligent, and J Loubt not but it will 
be the ſame with you. I have ſent this incloſed in one 
to himſelf, and if you employ him I hope he will give 


fatisſaQtion, I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 
LE . 


5s LETTERS on BUSINESS, 


vidence has placed us many miles diſtant from each 


E 


The Anſwer, 
8 J. R, 
Received your obliging letter in recommendation of 
the young man, and in conſequence of that have 
taken him into my family, I doubt not from what you 
ſay, of his giving ſatisfaction, and you may be aſſured 
of his being treated with humanity, and rewarded ac. 
cording ro his merit. 
I am, your hawbls ſervant, 


LETTER IXI. 
From a Country Shop keeper, to his Friend in London, e. 
 fring him to fend him ſame Woes. | 


SIX, 
HAT friendſhip which we contracted in our 
youth is not yet, I hope abated, although Pro- 


other. I have heard of your ſucceſs in London, and 


it is with pleaſure Ican aſſure you that I am comforia- * 


bly ſettled here. But you know that our returns are 
flow, and profits ſmall, and therefore, however wil- 
ling, Tam notin circumſtances ſufficient to defray the 
expence of a journey to London, in order to purchaſe 


goods at the beſt hand; which has been attended with 


ſome loſs, becauſe a conſiderable expence, Relying, 
therefore, on your former friendſhip, I have preſumed 
to ſolicit your aſſiſtance, to purchaſe, from time to 
time, what goods I may happen to want from London, 
for which an order ſhail be remitted on delivery, At 
preſent I have only ſent for a few articles, as you will 
ſee by the incloſed. 1 doubt not of your getting them 


as good and cheap as poſſible; and if there is any thing 


I can do to ſe:ve you in this part of the country, you 


may depend on its being executed with the utmoſt fi- 


delity and diſpatch, 
J am, fir, your 800550 friend, 


LE T. 
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L ET T ER LXIII. 
| The Anſwer, | 
„ 3 | 
OUR's I received, and am extremely glad to hear 
of your being ſo comfortably ſettled, There is a 
pleaſure in looking back to thofe youthful days we ſpent 
together in harmleſs amuſement, and it gives me great 
pleaſure to think that T have it in my power to be any 
way of ſervice to my friend, The goods you ordered 
are ſent in the Litchfield waggon, direQted to you. 
They are as good and as cheap as any to be had in 
London, and I hope you will be a confiderable gainer. 
With reſpect to your kind proffer of ſervice, IJ heartily 
thank you, and ſhall, as occaſion requires, trouble you 
with ſomething of that nature. In the mean time be 
ſvre to command me in every thing wherein I can ſerve 


vou, as it will give the greateſt pleaſure to your ſincere 
friend, | | 9 


e . 


From a Country Shop keeper, to a Dealer in London, com- 
| plainiig ef the Badntſs of his Goods. 
$71 R. 5 
XX 7 HEN I firſt began to correſpond with you, it 
Y Y was my fixed reſolution to act with integrity 
and honour, expecting the ſame in return. I muſt, 
indeed, confeſs that the goods you ſent me for ſome 
time were as good as any J could purchaſe from ano- 
ther, and fo far T had not any ieaſon to complain. But 
now the caſe is quiet different. The two laſt parcels 
you ſent me are ſo bad, thai I dare not cffer them to 
my cuſtomers. From what, fir, dees this proceed? 
Have I ever been deficient in my payments? No, you 
dare not accuſe me with any thing of that nature. 
However, | am obliged to tell you, that unleis you 
ſend me others in their room, I muſt either withdraw 
my correiponcence, or ſhut up my ſhop. You may 
chuſe which you pleaſe, and let me beg to have your 
_ *aniwer per return of poit, as I am in immediate want 
of theſe goods, and in danger of loſing my cuſtomers 
by a delay, In fo doing you will oblige | _ 
Your well-y,:iher, „ © b 


— 
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: The Arfwer, 
SIX, 
Received your's, and am extremely ſorry to hear that 
L the goods ſent you where ſo bad. I Kn] I had ſome 
ſuch in my warehoaſe, but was determined to ſell them 


at a low rate, without ever thinking of their being ſent 


to any of my cuſtomers pariiculariy fo valuable a corre- 
ſpondent as yourſelf. By ſome miſtake my ſervants have 


 Inadvertenily ſent them, for which I am extremely ſorry; 


but, in order to make you amends, I ſent by this day's 
waggon thoſe which I had originally intended for you. 
at my own expence. I hope you will excuſe this, and 


be aſſured you ſhall never be ſerved in ſuch a manner 


for the future. I am, fir, your humble ſervant, 


3 L E T T E R LXVI, 


From a Tradeſman, in diſtreſſed Circumlances, deft wo. þ a 
Letter of Licence, 
. 


— 


; FE is now above ten years ſince I firſt had dealings with 


you, and during that time you well know that my 


payments were regular, but, at preſent, am ſorry that 
my afairs are ſo perplexed, that it is not in my powe: 
to comply with the juſt demands of my creditors, nor 


even to pay them any thing until my affairs are ſettled: 
for that reaſon, fir, J bave ſent to you, deliring a letter 
of licence for only twelve months, ia which time I hops 
© be able to ſettle my affairs to their ſatisfaction; but 
if they will not comply with this, I am utterly ruined, 
Your anſwer is impatiently expected by 

Your obedient humble ſervant, 


— 


L E TT ER - LXVIE 
. The Anſwer. 
OUR's I received, and am extremely ſorry to hear 
that yourcircumſtances areſodiſtreſſed. In order to 
comply with your requeſt, I called a meeting upon the 
creditors, and [doubt not but they wili azre2toapropol.-i 
fo fair and reaſonable, of which I ſhall give you notice. 
1 am, fir, your real friend. 


PART. 


— 
— 
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LETTER LXVII, 


| From a young Gentleman to a Lady, with whim he is in 


L 9e. 


Madam, | | 
I Have three times attempted to give you a verbal re- 
lation of the contents of this letter; but my heart 


as often failed. I know not in what light it may be 


conſidered, only if I can form any notion of my own 
heart, from the impreſſion made on it by your many 


amiable accompliſhments, my happineſs in this world 


will, in a great meaſure, depend on your anſwer, I 
am not precipitate, madam, nor would I deſire your 
band, if your heart did not accompany it. My cir- 
cumſtances are independant, and my charaQer hitherta 
vnblemiſhed, of which you ſhall have the moſt un- 
doubted proof. You have already ſeen ſome of my 
relations at your avnt's, in Bond-ſtreet, particularly 
my mother, with whom I now live, Your aunt will 
inform you concerning our family, and if it is to your 


ſatisſaction, I ſhall not only confider myſelf as ex- 


tremely happy, but ſhall alſo make it the principal 
ſtudy of my future life to ſpend my days in the company 
of her whom 1 do prefer to all others in the world. 
{ ſhall wait for your anſwer with the utmolt impatience, 
and am, 4 = 5 | 


Madam, your real admirer, 


8 LET: 
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LETTER LXIX. 


7 be Lady's Anſwer, 

. 
Received vour letter laſt night, and as it was on a 
ſubje& 1 had not yet any thoughts of, you will not 
wonder when tell I you I was a good deal ſurprized. 
Although I have ſeen you at different times, yet I had 
not the moſt diſtant thoughts of your making propclal: 
of ſuch a nature. Thoſe of your ſex have often aſſert- 


ed that we are fond of flattery, and mightily pleaſed 
to be praiſed ; I hall therefore ſuppoſe it true, and ex. 


cuſe you for thoſe fulſome encomiums beſtowed upon 


me in pour letter; but am afraid, was I to comply with 


your propoſals; you would ſoon be convinced thet the 
charms you mention, and ſeem to value io much, ate 


merely exterior appearances, which, like the ſum: 
mer's flower, will very ſoon fade, ind all thuſe migb- 


ty profeſſions of love will end at laſt either in indiffet- 


_ ence, or, which is worſe, diſguſt. You defire me to 


enquire of my aunt concerning vour character and 
family. You muſt excuſe me when I tel! „cu, that ! 
am obliged to decline making any ſuch enquiry, How- 


ever, as your behaviour, when in my compan?, wai 


always agreeable, I ſhall treat you. with as much re. 
foeQ as is conſiſtent with common decorum My wor- 
Ly guardian, Mr. Melvill, is now at his ſeat in De- 
vonſnite, and his conduct to me has been ſo much like 
that of a parent, that I don't chuſe to take one ſtep in 


an affair of tuch importance without both his conſent 


and approbation, There i 18 an appearance of ſincerity 
runs through your letter; but there is one particular 
ro which I have a very ſtrong objection, which is this: 

You fay that you live along with your mother, yet you 
gon't ſay that you have either communicated your ſen- 
ments to her, or your other relations. I muſt freely 


and honeſtly tell you, that as I would not diſoblige 


my own relations, ſo neither would 1, on any conſider- 


ation, admit of any addreſſes contrary to the incline- 


tions of your's, If you can clear up this to my ſatis- 
faction, I ſhall ſend you a more explicit anſwer, and 
am, Sir, Your moi obedient humble ſervant. 
98 LE T.: 
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„ 
The Genileman s Anſwer to the above. 


Dear Made, | | | 
Return you a thovſand thanks for your letter, and it 
is with the greateſt pleaſure that | can clear up to 
your ſatisfaction that matter you doubted of. Before 
I wrote to you I communicated the affair to my two 
couſins ; but had not cou rage ſufficient to mention it to 
my mother ; bowever, that is now over, and nothing, 
ſhe ſays, would give her greater pleaſure than to ſee 
me married to a young lady of your amiabie character: 
nay, ſo far is ſhe from having any objections, that fhe 


would have waited on you as the bearer of this, had 1 


not perſuaded her againſt it, as ſhe has been theſe three 
days afflicted with a ſevere cold, and I was afraid, that 


if he had ventured abroad ſo ſoon, it might be attend. 


ed with dangerous conſequences, But, to convince 
you of my ſincerity, ſhe has ſent the incloſed, written 
with her own hand, and whatever may be the contents, 
I ſolemnly aſſure you that I am totally ignorant, except 


that ſhe told me it was in approbation of my ſuit. If 


you will give me leave to wait on you, I ſhall then be 
able to explain things more particularly, I am, dear 
madam, your,Jeal lover. 


* " X 


—— TT 


LET. TE RA LXXE 
From the young Gentleman: Mother to the ung Lady. 


Dear Mis, - | 
J. you find any thing in theſe lines improperly Wril— 

ten, you will candidly excuſe it, as coming from 
the hands of a parent, in behalf of an only, beloved, 
and dutiful ſon. 

My dear Charles has told me that you have made 
ſach an impreſſion on him, that he knows not haw to 
be happy in any one elſe, and it gives me great happi- 
neſs to find thathe has placed his affections on ſo wor. 
thy an object. Indeed it has been my principal ſtody 
to inflrut bim in the principles of our holy re;igion : 

F 2 vr 
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well knowing that thoſe who do not fear God, will ne. 


ver pay any regard to domeſtic duties. His dear father 
died when his ſon was only ten months old, and being 
deprived of the parent, all my conſolation was that [ 
Had his image left in the ſon. I nurſed him with all 


the tenderneſs poſſible, and even taught him to read 
and write, When he was of proper age I ſent him to 


a boarding-ſchool, and afterwards to the univerſity, 
W hilit he was proſecuting his ſtudies, I was conſtantly 
emplcyed in recommending him to the care of that God 
whoſe eyes beho'd all his creatures, and will reward 
and puniſh according to their merit. Ever ſince his 
return from Oxford, he has reſided conſtantly with 


me, and his conduct to every one with whom he has 


had any connections. hath been equal to my utmoſt 
wiſhes. At preſent, my dear miſs, Lam in a very fick- 
ly condition, and although I have concealed it from 
him, yet, in all human probability, my time in this 
world will not be long. Excuſe the indulgent partia- 
lity of a mother, when I. tell you, that it is my real 
opinion you can never place your affection on a more 
worthy young man than my fon. He is endowed with 
more real worth than thouſands of others whom I have 
known; and L have been told of inflances of his benevc. 
lence, which he has induſiriouſly concealed, I have 
only to add further, that the only worldly conſideration 
now upon my mind is to ſee him happily married, and 
then my whole attention ſhall be fixed on that place 
where 1 hope to enjoy eternal felicity. 
I am, dear Miſs, your fincere well-wiſher, 


© — — —_— 
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LETTER LXII. 
The young Lady's Anfaver, 


Madam, | Fo | 
Will excuſe the fondneſs of a tender mother for 
her only child. Before I received your's, I had 

heard an account of your unaffected piety, and the 
many accompliſhments of your ſon ; ſo that I was no 
ways ſurprized at what you ſay concerning him, I 

| do 
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do aſſure you, madam, that I would prefer an alliance 


with you before even nobility itſelf, and I think it muſt 


be my own fault if ever Irepent calling you mother. 


Jas going to ſay that you had known but few plea- 
fures in this life, to be deprived of your huſband ſo 
ſoon, and the relt of your life ſpent under ſo many 
infirmities. But your letter convinceth me that you 
have ſelt »:ore real pleaſure in the practice of virtue 


and rehgnation to the divine will, than ever can be 


had in any, nay, even the greateſt temporal enjoy ments. 

I have ſent incloſed a ſew lines to your ſon, to which 

I refer you fora more explicit anſwer, and am, 
Madam, your fincere well. wiſher, 


LETTER ILXXII. 
The young Lady's Anſwer to her Lover. 


STR, 
Received your's, together with one incloſed from 
your mother, and congratulate you on the happineſs 
Jau have had in being brought up under ſo pious, ſo 
indulgent a patent, I hope that her condutt will be a 
pattern for you to Copy after, in the whole of your fu- 


ture life; it is virtue alone, fir, which can make you 


happy. With reſpect to myſelf, I freely acknowledge 
that J have not at preſent any reaſon to reject your of- 
fer, although I cannot give you a poſitive anſwer until 
I have firſt coniulted with my guardian. Monday 
next I ſet out for his ſeat in Devonſhire, from whence 
you may be ſure of hearing from me as ſoon as poſſi bie, 
and am, Your lincere well wiſher, 


15 


— : 0 — — N 


LETTER LXXIV. 
From the Jame. | 


S 1 R, 

TN my laſt I told you, that you ſhould hear from me 

as ſoon as poſſible, and therefore I now fit down to 
ſfulfil my promiſe, I communicated your propoſal to 
Mr. Melvill, who, after he had written to his corre- 


pondent 1 in London, told me as follows: 
| F 3 Miſs, 
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Miſs, I have enquired concerning the young gen- 
tleman, and the information I have received is ſuch, 


that I not only approve of your choice, but muſt alſo 


confeſs, that if I did not do every thing in my power to 


forward your union, I ſhould be acting contrary to 


the requeſt of your father when he lay on his death- bed. 


Tou may, ſaid he, communicate this to ycur lover as 


ſoon as you pleaſe, and may every happineſs attend you 


both in time and eternity. 


And now, ſir, have I not told you eneugh? Some 


might think too much ; but I am determined to begin 


with as much fincerity as I could wiſh to practiſe if 
ſtanding in the preſence of my Maker, To expect the 


ſame from you is reaſonable; I look for it, and ſhall 


be very unhappy if diſappointed. But I will hope the | 
beſt, and doubt not but the religious education beſtow- 


ed on you by your worthy mother, will operate on the 


whole of your future conduct in life. You may, 
therefore lay aſide the tedious formality of courtſhip, 
and write to me as one with whom you intend to ſpend 
your time in this world. - 

. Ever fince my arrival here, my time has been ſpent 


in viſiting, ſolus, the woods, the fields, and cottages, 
meditating on the unbounded goodneſs of the Almigh- 


ty Creator. How infinite is his wiſdom! How un- 
bounded his liberality! Every thing in nature con- 
ipires to exalr his praiſe, and acknowledge with gra- 
titude their dependence on him, But I will not tire 
you with ſuch dull deſcriptions of real beauties. Pre- 


| ſent my ſincere reſpedts to your worthy mother. I 


nope ſhe gets the better of her diſorder, and be aſſured 


Your's and her's with the greateſt affeRion, 


LET: 


JVC 


. 
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LETTER LXXV. 
The young Gentleman's Anſwer, 


My dear Angel, 


I there any medium between pleaſare and pain? 
Can mourning and mirth be reconciled ? Will my 


dear Charmer believe, that whilſt I was reading her let- 
ter with the greateſt pleaſure, I was ſhedding tears for 


an affectionate parent! Thus Divine Providence thinks 
proper to mix ſome gall with our portion in life, It1s 
impoſſible for me to deſcribe the variety of paſſions now 
ſtroggling in my breaſt. Ten thouſand bleſſings to my 
charmer on the one hand, and as many tears to a be- 
loved parent on the other, I conceived a notion of two 
impoſſibilities; one of which I am obliged to ſtruggle 
with, the other, thanks to you, is over. I thought 1 


could not live without my dear and honoured mother, 


nor enjoy one moment's comfort unleſs I could call 
you mine; but I am now obliged totubmit to the one, 
whilſt I have the pleaſing proſpect of being in poſſeſhon 
of the other. Will my dear ſym; athize with me, or 


will ſhe bear with human paſſions; and although all 


my hope of temporal happineſs 1s centered in you, yet 


I doubt not but you will excuſe my ſhedding a tear over 


the remains of a dear parent, which I-am now going to 
commit to the tomb, My dear creature, were it poſe 
ſible for me to deſcribe the many virtues of that worthy 
woman who is now no more, you would draw a veil 
over the partiality of filial duty. Her laſt words were 
theſe ; ** My dear child, Iam now going to pay that 
* debt impoſed on the whole human race, in conſe- 
* quence of our firſt parents? diſobecience. You know 
*« what inſtructions I have given you from time to 
time; and let me beg of you to adhere to them ſo 
far as they are confiſtent with the will of God, te- 


«+ vealed in his word. May you be happy in the poſe 
** ſeſſion of that young lady on whom you have placed 
your affections; but may both you and ſhe remem- 


ber, that real happineſs is not to be found in this 
** world ; and you muſt conſider your life in this world 


'+'as merely a ſtate of probation, To the Almigbiy 
:: God I recommend Jod 


She 


* 
1 
i 
"© 
* 
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She was going on, when the thread of life was bre- 
ken, and ſhe ceaſed to be any more. Such was the laſt 
end of my dear mother, whoſe remains are to beinter- 
red this evening, and as ſoon as I can ſettle every thing 
with her executors, Iwill {as it were) fly ro meet you, 
God grant that our happineſs in this life may be con- 
ducive towards promoting our everlaſting felicity here. 
after, 1 am, as beſore, ES 
N | Your's while life remains, 


TY 
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From the Lady, after Marriage, to her Couſin, unmarried. 


Dear Coufin, | 

T Have now changed my name, and inſtead of liberty, 

mu? ſubſcribe wife. What an aukward expreſſion, 
ſay ſome? How pleaſing, ſay others? But let that be as 
it may, | have been married to my dear Charles theſe. 
three months, and I can freely acknowledge that I ne- 
ver knew happineſs till now. To have a real friend to 
whom I can communicate my ſecrets, and who, on ail 
occaſions, is ready to ſympathize with me, is what [ 
never before experienced. All theſe benefits, my dear 
couſin, J have met with in m; beloved huſband. His 
principal care ſeeins to be to do every thing poſſible to 
pleaſe me: and is there not ſomething called duty in- 
cumbent on me? Perhaps you will Iaugh at the word 
duty, and fa; that it imports ſomething like ſlavery ; 
but nothing is more falſe; for even the life of a ſervant 
is as picaſant as any others, when he obeys from motives 
of love inſtead of fear, For my own part, my dear, | 
cannot ſay tba Tam unwilling to be obedient, 'and yet 
Jam not commanded to be ſo by my huſband. You 
have often ſpoken contemptuouſly of the marriage 1 

| | Al. 
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and I believe your reaſons were, that moſt of thoſe b 


whom you knew were unhappy ; but that is an errone- 
ous way of judging. It was deſigned by the Almighty, 
that men and women ſhould live together in a ſtate of 
ſociety, that they ſhould become mutual helps to each 


other; and if they are bleſſed with children, to aſſiſt 


each other in giving them a virtuous education, Let 


me therefore beg that my dear couſin will no longer 
defpiſe that ſtate for which the was deſigned, and which 


is calculated to make her happy. But then, my dear, 
there is two ſorts of men you muſt ſtudiouſly avoid, { 


mean Miſers and Rakes. The firſt will take every op- 


portunity of abridging your neceſſary expences, and 
the ſecond will leave you nothing for a ſubſiſtence. 
The firſt, by his penuriouſneſs, will cauſe you to ſuf— 
fer from imaginary wants; the ſecond, by his prodi— 
gality, will make you a real beggar. But your own 
good ſenſe will point out the propriety of what I have 
mentioned. Let me beg that you will come and ſpend 
a few weeks with us; and if you have any taſte for rural 
and domeſtic lite, I doubt nat but you will be pleaſed, 
I am your affectionate couſin, 


A REY) 1 1 a 


LETTER LXXVI. 


From 4 young Merchant in London, to a Widow Lady in 
the Country, 


Madam, 


VER ſince I ſaw you at the wells, when I was on 
a journey to Briſtol, my mind has been continually 
ruminating on your many accompliſhments, And al- 
though it is poſſible this may be rejected. yet Jean no 
longer conceal a paſſion which has preyed on my ſpirits 
theſe ſix weeks, I have been ſettled in buſineſs about 
three years; my ſucceſs has been equal to my expecta- 


tions, and is likewiſe increafing, My family is reſpect. 


able, thyugh not rich; and as to the diſparity of our 
ages, a few years will not make any difference, where 
the affections are placed on ſo wortby an objed. I can 


only 


Py 
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only ſay, Madam, that I prefer you to all the young 
ladies | have ſeen, and if buſineſs continues to increaſe, 
I ſhall be greatly in want of one of your prudence, to 
manage my domeſtic affairs. Be aſſured, Madam, that 
whatever time I can ſpare from the neceſſary duties of 
my profeſſion, ſhall be devoted to your company, and 
every endeavour uſed to make your life more apreeable 
and happy. As you have relations in London, they 
will give you every neceſſary information concerning 
my character and circumſtance:, although I have not 
the pleaſure of being known to them. If you will la- 
vour me Wich an anſwer to this, it will be ever eſteemed 
as a particular favour, and acknowledged with the ſin- 
cereſt reſpec, by your real admiter, | 


6 « 
s K — 


LETTER LXXVIIL 


The Lady's Letter to her Brother, an Attorney inthe Tem- 
Pele, concerning the above. 


Dar Brother, 


OU know that in all affairs of importance I have 
conſtantly ated by your advice, as I am ſtill de- 
termined to do; and therefore have ſent you incloſed 
the copy of a letter which I received by the poſt, from 
a*young gentleman in London, whom I have ſczen at 
the Wells. His behaviour here was polite without af. 
fectation, and an air of ſincercity appeared in all he 
ſaic, With reſpect to the ſubject he writes of, IL will 
give you my own thoughts, and delay ſending an an- 
{wer until I had your opinion, | . 
I am at leaſt a dozen years older than him, and 
poſſibly love, contracted where there is ſuch difference 
in the ages of the parties, may terminate in want of 
re ſpect on one fide, and jealouſy on the other. At 
preſent] am ſo peſtered with rakes and coxcombs, that 
Tt would almoſt willingly give my hand to the firſt wor - 
thy perſon who offers,. Indeed I have another reaſon for 
entering into the marriage fate, and that is, I Would 
5 chuſe, 


— 3. 


— 


may (dba 
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chuſe, as I advance in years, to have a friend to whom 
Imight at all times be able to open my mind with free- 
dom, and who would treat me with that tenderneſs 
which my ſex intitles me to. TI have been a widow ſix 
years, and whatever others may ſay, I have found it 
attended with many inconveniences, and far from that 

leaſing life many are ready to imagine. Bat after all, 
will be directed by you, as my only real friend to whom 
I can apply; if you think proper you may erquire, and 
when I hear from you, I will fend him an antwer, 

I am your affectionate ſiſter, 


FER LAX. 


The Brether's Auer. 


Dear Sifter, 

I Am glad to hear of your prudence in not being over 
haſty in an affair of ſo great importance, and upon 
which your happineſs or miſery in this world will inevi- 
tably depend. Your reaſons againſt remaining any longer 
in a ſtate of widowhood are what I much approve of, 
and it will give me great pleaſure to promote your in. 
tereſt and happineſ, as far as lam able. I have enquired 
concerning Mr. Moreton, and every one gives him an 
excellent character. I have likewife converſed with 
him, and find he is a very ſenſible young man. As to 
your obj<&ion concerning diſparity of age, Ido not 
think it has any great weight, and upon the whole I 
have but one reaſon againſt your union, and that is, 
that there is nothing more precarious than commerce, 
and the merchant who to day has unlimitted credit, may 


be to-morrow in the Gazette. I do not urge this in or- 


der to prevent your happineſs; but only that whilit you 
are free, you may take ſuch meaſures as to ſecure a tut- 
ficiency againſt the worſt, I would by no means diſ- 
ſuade you from complying with his requeſt, as he ſeems 
every way worthy of your choice, and I really think it 
may be for your mutual happineſs, Theſe (dear lifter) 

Ws are 


— 
— — 
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are my ſentiments concerning this affair; but remem.- 
ber I leave it intirely to yourſelf, not doubting but you 
will proceed with the ſame prudence you have begun. 
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T am your agectionate brother, 


P. S. 1 wonld adviſe you to write to the young gen- 
tleman as ſoon as poſſible. | 


5 


Fron ihe Lady to Mr. Moreton, 


3 
Received your letter, and my reaſon for delaying an 
| 1 anſwer was, that I wanted firſt to conſult my bro: 
ther? whoſe opinion 1 had by the poſt yeiterday. { 
ircely acknowledge that you are far from being diſa 
greeable, and the advantage on your part with reſpect 
to accompliſhments are, I think ſuperior to thoſe on 
mine, But theſe are but ſmall matters when compared 
with what is abſolutely neceſſarv to make the marriage 
Nate happy. I mean an union of minds. Neither of 
us have had many opportunities of converſing together, 
and when we had, you did not mention any thing of 
this. I have no objection againſt marrying, were J 
aſſured of being no worſe than at preſent; but there are 
ſuch a variety of unforeſeen accidents daily happening 
in the world, and all conſpiring together to promote 
diſſentions in families, that we can rever be too careful 
how to fix our choice. I ſhall not, fir, from what I have 
ſeen of your behaviour, and heard of your character, 
have any objection againſt your requeſt; but I confeſs 
I am afraid you have rather been too precipitate in your 
choice; and although my perſon may have engaged your 
attention, yet J am afraid, all thoſe charms you ſo much 
extci are not ſufficient to keep you loyal to the marriage 
vow. But | will hope the beſt, and believe you as vir- 
tuous as you are repreſented; nor give my hand to any 
other but you. In the mean time I ſhall be 157 to 
| ear 


ene 


COURTSHIP, Ap MARRIAGE, 


hear that you continue your viſits to your brother ; you. 
will find him One of the moſt worthy perſons YOU ever 


converſed with, and much eſteemed for his knowledye 


in the law. I have now given you leave to Write es 
often as you pleaſe, as I hope all your ietters wil! he 


| apreeable ; and as for the time fixed for any thing clie, 
| 1 {hall leave it entirely to be ſettled by yourtelf and my 
brother, and am, dear fir, 


Your's ſincerely, 


— 


IL ET TER LXXXI. 


From a young Gentleman, in expectation of an Eſlale from 
his penurious Uncle, to a young Lady of ſmall Fortune, 
Aeſiring her to elope with him to Scotland. 
My dear Maria, 
Y .uncle's laying his injorctions upon me to ſee 
you no more, has only ſerved to add fewel to my 
paſſion, 1 cannot live without you, and if you perſiſt 
in refuſing to comply, I am miſerable for ever, I pay 
no regard to his threatenings, when put in competition 
with the love I have for you. Don't be afraid of po- 


verty ; if he ſhould continue inexorable, I have ſtill 
education ſufficient to procure a genteel employment in 


one of the public offices, where I may rile to prefer. 


ment, Therefore, if ever you loved me, let me beg 
that you will not make me any longer unhappy. Lec 


me intreat you by all that's dear, that you will com. 


ply with my requeſt, and meet me at fix on Sunday 
evening, at the back door of the garden, where a 
chaiſe and four will be ready, I will fly on the wings 


of love to meet my charmer, and be happy in her em- 


braces for ever, 4 | 
I am your dear lover, 


2 


E T. 
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LI 
The Lady's prudent Anſwer, 


= & 2 £ 


HOUGH thorouzhly conſcious in this act [ 
make a breach of thoſe laws ſaid to be laid down 
for lovers, eſpecially ſuch of our ſex as would rather be 
celebrated for a romantic turn of mind, than for what 
is far more preferable, a prudent decorum, yet I can- 
not but be perſuaded, there may occur ſuch a criſis, as 
may make it conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of honour 
and juſlice; which at leaſt ought to be put in the ba. 
lance, if not outweigh whatever cuſtom may have pre- 
ſcribed, That ſuch a ctiſis now exiſts, your letter and 


former concurring tellimonies make manifeſt, For ! 


have too high an opinion of your integrity to doubt 
their truth; and believe me, when I aſſure you moſi 
ſolemoly, | place their validity to that account, and not 
to a miſtaken notion or conſciouſneſs of my own merit, 
No, ſir, tis from a too ſenſible conviction of your own 


injurious error of your paſſion, 1 have been induced to 


commit this violence to my ſex—1 had almoſt made my 
entimentis conjure you to deſiſt, ere it be too late, in 
the purſuit of a paiſion, that cannot but bring with it a 
train of inevitable miſeries, ſince it muſt be attended 


With the violation of your duty to that relation to whom 


you are bound to pay implicit obedience, by the laws 
of nature, gratitude, and heaven, | will not offend your 
delicacy, in urging thoſe of intereſt and dependency, 
though each conſideration ought to have its prevalence, 
againſt making a ſacrifice of it io an impetuous paſſion 
for one, whoſe ſingle deſert is, that ſhe dreads your in- 
_O_ more than ſhe regrets that of the 


Unfortunate, 
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From @ young Officer in the Army, to a Gentleman'; 
| Daughter, with Whom he is in Love. 

Dear Sophia, | 5 

W HEN our regiment received orders to march 


from Saliſbury, I was almoſt in a ſtate of diſ- 


traction, To be forced to leave her who is already in 
poſſeſſion of my heart, and ſeparated to ſuch a diſtance, 


had almoſt induced me to give up my commiſſion ; nor 


have Iany reſource left but that of the pen. After a long 


| and tedious march we arrived here, where we are to re- 


main till next ſummer. But, alas! how inſignificant 


are all the allurements of the place, and the gaiety of 


fellow officers, when compared with the pleaſing mo- 


ments ſpent in your company. How long, my dear, 
muſt I be unhappy! Will not your hy mpathizing nature 


pity my diftrafted mind? How lamenting the thought 
that whilſt I am wziting this, ſome more fortunate lo- 
ver may be making his addreſſes to my charmer, and 
even obtaining a place in her heart! But what am I 


ſaying? Whither does my delirium drive me? No, my 
| angel, | know the generoſity of your nature; I dare pot 


ſuſpect your ſincerity, and will ſtill believe you mine, 
The principal gentlemen in Mancheſter invited the of- 
ficers of out regiment to a ball, and all but myſelfcon- 
ſidered the entertainment as a very great honour; each 


danced with his pariner, as I was told, In order to 
avoid the company, without giviag offeace, I mounted 


guard for the day, and enjoyed myſelf, cither thinking 
of you, or converſing witn the ſoldiers. 


According to my promiſe, I have ſent the incloſed 
to your father, and | doubt not of his being ſurprized, 


unleſs you have mentioned it to him, I am impatient 
for his anſwer as well as your's, My uncle has promi- 
ied to procure me preferment as ſoon as the parliament 
meets. Adieu, my charmer, let me hear from you 
immediately. ; 5 
I am your's fcr ever, 


(3 2 E&P; 
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LETTER. LXXXIV. 
Toe Officer / Letter 10 the Lady s F ne 


Zlonourtd Sir, | . 

OUR generoſity to me whilſt our - regiment lay at 
Saliſbury, will ever lay me under the higheſt obli. 
gations; but at preſent I have ſomething of a more im- 
portant nature to communicate, upon which all my hap- 
pineſs or miſery in this world depends, and your aniwer 

will either ſecure the one, or haiten the other, 
The wany amiable accompliſhments of your beloved 
Sophia, ſtole inſenſibly on my heart, and I found myſelf 
paffionately in love, before I was able to make decla- 
ration of my ſentiments, nor did J do it until the day 
we were ordered to march. I hope you will forgive my 
not mentioning it to you; I was really ſo much agitated 
as ſcarce to be able to attend my duty. Idoubt not but 
one of your ſenfbility knows what it is to be in love, 
Your daughter, I freely acknowledge, is adorned with 
ſo many virtues, that ſhe is entitled to the beſt huſband 
in England: and although 1 dare not hope to merit 
that appellaticn, yet I will make it my conſtant ſtudy to 

promote her happineſs, 

T have often told you that my parents died whilſt I 
was young, and left me to the care of an uncle lately 
returned from the Eaſt-Indies, where he had acquired 
a conſiderable fortune. My inclinations led me to the 
army, and my uncle procured me a commiſſion. Ever 
fince he has treated me 2s his own ſon, and being a ba- 
chelor, has made a will in my favour. He is now 
member of parliament for T, and has given me leave 
to chuſe a wife for myſelf, wit bak any other qualifica- 
tion beſides virtue. I have wWiitten to him concerning 
your daughter, and his anſwer is, that he ſhall conſide: 
me as extremely happy | in being connected with ſo wor- 
thy a family as your's. I hope you will not have ary 
objection againſt my being in the army. It was origi- 
nally my own choice, and I doubt not of riſing in time 
to the command of a regiment, There is a ſort of re- 
verential fear upon my mind, whil I am writing ic 


e worthy a perſon as the father of my beloved Sophia. 
Dear 
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Dear fir, excuſe my youth, and the violence of my 
paſſion. Let me beg your anſwer, and O] let it con- 


tain your approbation. I am, honoured fir, 
Your! , with the greateſt Wies, 


* 8 pO ITY 
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The young Lady's Letter to her Lover, 


Dear Billy, 


OT more welcome is the appearance of an inn to 
a weary traveller, than your kind letter was to 
me. But how is it poſſible that you ſhould harbour the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of my infidelity? Doez my Billy imagine 
that J would ſuffer the addrefſ:s of any fop or coxcomb 
after I was bound in the moſt ſolemn manner, I mean 
by promiſe ; and be aſſured, I pay the ſame regard to 
my word as my oath, If there is ever an obſtruction to 
our love, it muſt arife from yourſelf. My aftections are 
too permanently fixed ever to be removed from the be- 
loved object; and my happineſs or miſery will be in 
proportion to your conduct. The incloſed from my fa- 
ther will, I hope, be agreeable; I have not ſeen it, and 
therefore can only judge of its contents by the conver- 
ſation laſt night at ſupper. When your letter was de- 
livered, my honoured father was extremely ill of a 
cold, ſo that I did not deliver it to him till next morn- 
ing at breakfaſt. He retired- to his cloſet to read it, 
and at dinner told me he would deliver me an anſwer in 
the evening, Accordingly after ſupper, and the ſer. - 
vants being retired, the belt of parents ſpake as fol- 
lows: My dear child, from the principles of that 
education- which you have received, F doubt not but 
you muſt be convinced, that it is my duty to promote 
your intereſt as far as | am able, and how far my con- 
duct as a father has been conſiſtent with that rule I ap» 
peal to yourſelf; your own conſcience will witneſs, 
whether I have not atall times ſtudied to promote your 
intereſt, and it is with pleaſvre that I now ſay, that 
your filial duty was equal to my higheſt wiſhes, — With 
reſpect to the ſubjeR of the letter you gave me this 
G 3 morning, 
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morning, I can only ſay, that I have no objection to 
your complying with the young gentleman's requeſt, 
as I think it may be for your mutual happineſs. In- 
deed, I had ſome ſuſpicion of it before he leſt this 
place; bur being well convinced of his merit I waz 
almoſt aſſured no ſtep of that nature-would be taken 
without my conſent. Thatconſent you now have, and 
even my approbation. May you both be as happy as 1 
wiſh! I defireno more.” Here the good man (topped, 
tears hindered him from proceeding, and me from mak- 
ing a reply, A ſcene of tenderneſs enſued, which you 
may ſee}, although I cannot deſcribe it. His own 
letter will convince you, and you may make what uſe 

of it you pleaſe, 5. | „ 
1 cannot conclude without mention ing your conduct 
at the Mancheſter ball. Was there none among lo 
many beauties able to attract my Billy's notice; and 
will he at all times prefer my company to that of the 
gay and the beautiful ? I will hope fo, and happy ſhall 
I be if not diſappointed. In hopes of hearing from ycu 
ioon, 1 ſhall ſubicribe myſelf 1 1 5 
| | Ek el | "T4 Your's for ever, 


E r xv. 
e F ather's Anſetver to the young Gentleman, 


My aear young Friend, | HW e 
II VER fince I frft had the pleaſure of your conver- 
E ſatiop, I contidered you as a young gentleman 
ot real merit, who would not be guilty of an unge— 
rerous action; and to that was owing not only the 
reſpect I always treated you with, but alſo the common 
zndulgence to converſe freely with my daoghier. I 
can freely excuſe your not communicating your ſenti- 
ments to me before you left this place, Your ardour 
wes ſomewhat precipitate, and, as you well obſerve, 
; know what it is to be in love. The account of your 
uncle and family I know to be true, for I met with that 
woithy perſon who is your benefattor a few days ago 
#: the Reg-Lion in this city, and he confirms tbe truth 
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of all you have written, My dear fr, if ever you live 
to be a father, you will know what I fee! on the pre- 
ſent occaſion: a willingneſs to give her to you, from 


a firm perſuaſion of your merit; and anxiety for her 


preſervation, from a conviction in my own mind, that 
there is nothing permanent in this world. However, 


fir, you have my free conſent to marry my child, and 


may the Divine Providence be your guide in the whole 
of your progreſs through this life! My ill tate of health 
ſerves as a monitor to inform you, that my time in this 
world will be tut ſhort; and there 1s nothing would 
give me greater pleaſure than to ſee my dear Sophia 
happily ſettled, betore 1 retiie to the land of ſorgetful- 
nels, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where 


the weary are at reſt. How great, für, is the charge 


which I commit to your care; the image of a beloved 


wife long ſince dead, and the hope uf my declining. 


years? Her education has been conſiſtent with her rank 


in life, and her conduct truly virtuous. 1 have not 


the leaſt doubt of her conjugal duty, and your felicity 
in ating conformable to the character of a huſband. 
Upon that ſuppoſition I leave her entirely to you ; and 
as ſoon as you can obtain leave from the Colonel, I 
ſhall expect to ſee you at this place, to receive from 
my hands all that 1s dear to me in the world, Your 
uncle has likewiſe promiſed to be here, ſo that all 
ng ec are | according to your profeſſed wiſhes. 

I am, fir, your's uncerely, ; 


bh: „ R. LXXXVII. 


— 


COLT 


From 4 young Man Tab. out of his ee ro bis 


eee a pas in the Neighbourhood, 


Dear Sally, 


I Have been long in love with you, but was afraid to 


tell you, When | go with you to Bagnigge, or Sad- 
ler's Wells, lam almoltlike a fool, and altogether unfit 


for company» TI think of you all day, and at night 1 
cream of my dear Sally. Jam well ſettled in work, and 


my Wages are eighieen millings every week. You and 
Can 


wo r 


8 — 
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I can live on that, and I ſhall bring it home untouched 


on Saturday evening. 


_ dearly beloved Sally. 
angry, for I am really in love. 


leſs you are mine. 


Houſe, and drink tea, 


ſhe will be mine. 


ah 
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I will not go to any alehouſe, 
but as ſoon as my work is done, return home to my 
I hope my dear you will not be 
I cannot be happy ur- 
I was afraid to mention this to you, 
but if you will leave an anſwer at my lodgings, I will 
meet you next Sunday, after dinner, at the Shepherd 
and Shepherdeſs, when we will take a walk to Hornſey- 
How happy ſhall 1 be to hear 
from my charmer; but a thouſand times more to think 
Jam, my dear, your real lover, 


2 


— 


LETTER LXXXVIII 


Dear Fack, 


JF Received your ver 


may not be ſo bad, for there is Will Copper, the bra- 
zier, and Jack Trotter, the aſs man, who are both very 
happy with their wives ; they are both home bringing 
huſbands, and have every day a hot joint of mear, and 


a pot of beer, I know not yet what I ſhall do, bur as 


I'iike a walk to Hornſey, I mill meet you at the Shep- 
herd and Shepherdeſs on Sunday after din 
we will talk more of the matter, 8 

4 e e Jam, dear Jack, 
Tour moſt humble 


The Anſaber. 


ſervant, 


; LET: ; 


y kind lettter, but I don't know 
what to ſay in anſwer, Although I would be glad 

to marry, yet ycu men are ſo deceiving, that there is 

no ſuch thing as truſting you. 

the carpenter, and Jack Hammer, the ſmith, who have 

not been married above fix months, and every night 

come home drunk, and beat their wives. 

ſerable life is that, Jack, and how do know but you 

may be as bad to me! How do I know but you, like 

them, may pet drunk every night, and beat me black 

and blue before morning! I do aſſure you, Jack, if | 

thought that would be the caſe, I would ſcrub floors, 

and ſcour ſaucepans as long as | live, But poſſibly ycu 


There is Tom Timber, 


What a mi- 


ner, and then 


COURTSHIP, ano MARRIAGE. 8. 


; SETTER . 


The fix following are genuine, and paſſed between 4 Sen- 
tieman and Lady jame time ago, but were never before 


publiſhed. Y 
From the Gentleman. 


Madam, LE | | PR 
T has been a queſtion among the Stoics, whether the 
I whole of human life afforded moſt pleaſure or pain? 
For my con part Ihave always wiſhed to conſider things 
in the faireſt light, but Loften find my reſolution weak- 


ened; and when | think to act the philoſopher, I fee! 


myſelf nothing but a man. When my late wife died, 


about two years ago, ipronoſed making the tour of Eng- 
land, that, by mixing with ſtrangers, my thoughts might 


be led from fruitleſs reflections on the loſs I had ſuſtain - 


ed: a loſs which none but myſelf knew. Ik is true, it 


has been ſo far ſucceſsful, that it has taught me two 
things; firſt, reſignation to the will of heaven; and, 
ſecondly, thatT am flill unhappy in the want of a fe- 
male partner. The agreeable company at the houſe of 
your worthy brother obliged me to ſpend more time at 
York than I at firſt intended; nor did I know, until 1 
had proceeded ſome miles, that I ſhould be obliged 


once more to return, In ſhort, madam, I am a ſecond 


time in love; and although you may be diſpoſed to 
laugh, yet I affvre you that I am in real earneſt, your 
own dear ſelf is the object. But perhaps you will aſk, 
How happens all this? I anſwer, thai I cannot tell how 


it happens. But Iam really fond of domeſtic life, and 


am once more reſolved to alter my condition. I cannot 
Aatter, and I think both you and I have lived loag 
enauph to judge for ourſelves. There was ſomething 
pleaſed me much in the prudent manner you conduct 
the affairs of your brother's houſe; but as he is on 
the poiat of being married, that employment will ceaſe 
when the other event takes place. I did not hear that 
you was engaged by promile to any other; and as you 
have heard ſomething concerning my family, charac- 
ter, and circumſtances, you arc more able to judge 
| 5 | whether 


0 
* 
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whether my preſent propoſal i is for your intereſt, T1 
| caſe you have any objections to my having children, I 
can only ſay, that they will be eaſily anſwered. I have 
told you befare, that I have only two young daughters 
now at a boarding ſchool, and I have ſettled each of 
their marriage portions, and the remainder is entirely 
for myſelf; and without being any real prejudice to my 
children, is more than ſufficient for us both. As to the 
common objection againſt being a ſtep mother, I think 
it may be eafily anſwered when Itell you, that my chil. 
dren will treat you with all manner of reſpect. I do not 
imagine you can eſteem me the worſe for loving my 
Children; I have too good an opinion of you to think 
ſo; and as for the odious appeilations uſually thrown 
out againſt ſtep- mothers, they can only be conſidered by 
a lady of your ſenſibility, as the effect of prejudice, 
operating upon vu.ar minds, occaſioned by the con- 
duct of ſome inhuman wretches who are a diſgrace to 
ſociety, and who would have ated in the ſame manner 
had they been placed in any other ſtation in life. Your 
own good ſenſe ill point out the propriety of what I 
ſay, From what I have written you will be able to 
judge, whether or not the propoſal I have now made 
are apparently for your real advantage, All that I de- 
fire is, to live in amity and friendſhip with the woman 
on whom I have placed my affections, as long as I am 
in the world, Every thing in my power ſhall be exert- 
ed to make you as happy as poſſible, as I think, if 1 

am not miltaken, every part of your conduct will enti- 

tle you to deierve it. I hope you will not defer ſend- 
Ing mean anſwer, as I ſhall wait far it with the utmoſt 


impatience. I am, madam, 
| Your's ras and afefionnely, 
L E T TER XLC. 
The Lady's Anſwer, 
S I * 


Have juſt received your letter, and hs, my own part, 
muſt ſay, that you have ated the philoſopher ex- 
tremely well, Ithought that love lecters had not ar 
een 


| philoſophical letter. 


Fg 
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been extracted from Seneca or Epictetus; but why do! 
wonder, when even a lady now alive went through the 
drudgery of learning the Greek language, in order to 
acquire the honour of being the tranſlator of the latter, 
However, ſhe has got far enovgh, and I have not any 
intention of following her, but ſhall conſider my lover's 


Whilſt you remained at our houſe, I muſt acknow- 


ledge that your company was agreeable; and your aſſi- 


duity to pleaſe aroſe from a conſciouſneſs of your merit 


| as a gentleman, although at that time neither my bre= 


ther nor myſelf had the moſt diſtant. thoughts of ever 
hearing ſuch a propoſal as your letter contains, It is 


our common practice to entertain ſtrangers in the ſame 


manner we did you, which is conſiſtent with old Engliſh 
hoſpitality, and ſomething like the conduct of the an— 


| cient Patriarchs, | 


The propoſal which you have ſent me is of too ſeri- 
ous a nature to be treated lightly, it requires to be con- 
ſidered with the preateſt attention; eſpecially as a 
wrong ſtep of that ſort not only deſtroys all hopes of 


temporal happineſs, but, what is infinitely worſe, of- 


ten endangers chat which is eternal, 1 doubt not but 
you have ſeen many fatal inſtances of this melancholy 
truth, wiz. That thoſe who were bound by the molt 
ſolemn engagements to go hand in hand, through affiu- 
ence and pcverty, have often prevented the one, and 
haſtened thoſe afflictions inſeparably conneQed with the 
other. The conſideration of thoſe things preſents us 
with a glaring proof of the corroption of human nature 
in general, and particularly its moſt deſirable ſtate, 
pretended Conjugal Felicity. The cauſes from which 
unhappineſs ariſes in families are various; and although 
I never was a wife, yetT have ſeen many fatal inſtances 


of their. pernicious effects. You yourſelf ſeem to be 


aware of this in the objections ſtated in your letter; 


and although I have convincing proofs that your cis- 


cumitances are conſiſtent with your repreſentation of 


them, yet the ſecond objection is not ſo eaſily anſwer- 


ed, nos indeed have you done it to my ſatisfaction, 


Your anſwer to the common objeRions made againſt 
ſtep mothers, 
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ſtep mothers, are altogether rational; they are what 
reaſon will at all times dictate, and prudence on every 
occaſion require; but you will excuſe me if I tel] you 
ſincerely, that even in the opinion of the thinking part 
of the world, the life of a ſtep mother is far more dif. 
agreeable than you endeavour to perſuade me. All 
eyes are vpon them, and even their virtoes are often 
conſtrued into faults, 1 acknowledge that it could ne- 
ver enter into the mind of a rational creature (I mean 
one who is really ſo) that a woman ſhould tyrannize 
over two or three orphans, for no other reaſon, ſave 
only, that their mother was their father's former wife, 
This would prove her guilty of three of the moſt odious 
crimes, capable of being committed in the conjugal 
ſtate. Firſt, inhumanity to the deceaſed mother; ſe— 
condly, cruelty to the ſurviving children; and laſtly, 
a total diſreſpect ſor her huſband : for what woman 
would eſteem the man, or what regard could ſhe think 
he would have for her children, if he did not treat, or 
cauſe to be treated with tenderneſs, thoſe who were 
born of a woman equally dear to him as herſelf, But 
you know, fir, that we live in the world, and few, I 
believe, would chuſe to have their lives rendered un- 
happy, if they could poſſibly avoid it. Your charac- 
ter, ci:cumſtances, and accompliſhments might entitle 
you to a much better wife than me; but 1 confeſs the 
above reaſons weigh ſtrongly in my mind apainſt ſuch 
a connection; and unleſs they were anſwered more tv 
my ſatisfaction than what you have already done, | 
ſhould chuſe ſtill to remain as lam, In the mean time 
1 ſhall be glad at all times to hear from you, and am 
| | Your lincere well-wiſher, 


„ 
The Gentltman's ov. 


_— 
— * 


Madam, 
Have always thought, that there are none more 
ready to condemn the conduct of others, than thoſe 
who are molt guilty themſelves, and of this your leiter 
15 a convincing proof, Do not be ſurprized, for I am 
really in earneſt, You have accuſed me of acting the 
philoſopher, - 
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puiloſopher, whilſt you ſeem much better acquainted 
with thoſe ſages than myſelf, But pray, madam, is ic 
any great fault to write a love letter in a ſerious {train ? 
Or ſhould every thing on that ſubject be only a jumble 
of incoherent nonſenſe ? Should the lover diveſt himſelf 
of the man, and, becauſe he prefers a woman to the reſt 
of her ſex, muſt he act the part of a fool to obtain her! 
| dare venture to ſay you will anſwer in the negative. 
Your letter contains ſo many prudential reaſons for re- 
fuling my offers, that I ſhould be ſtupid indeed if I did 
not conſider them as the reſult of a well-informed judg- 
ment. All the objeQtions I have againſt them is, that 
they appear too much grounded on popular cenſure, } 
believe you are well acquainted with the world, and you 
know that the beſt actions have been miſrepreſented. 
and the moſt amiable characters traduced. Nor has this 
been confined to any one ſingle ſtation in life, it haz dif- 
fuſed itſelf through them all; and although its baleful 
influence has often rendered innocence miierable, yet 
the prudent will deſpiſe it with that contempt it ſojull- 
ly meritss Virtue is its own reward ; and happineſs, 


Deaf to folly's call, 12 
 Aittend's the muſic of the mind, 


— 
* 
- 


Whilſt a woman of your great good ſenſe has the anſ. 
wers of a good conſcience in approbation of your con- 
duct, how inſignificant muſt the envious cenſures of 
malice appear, when compared with real peace of mind, 
Indeed, I think you have carried your objections againſt 
being a ſtep-mother rather too far, and { think I ſhall 
not be guilty of blaſphemy, when 1] ca!l vour refinement 
of ſentiment, Falſe Delicacy. However, as | ſaid before, 
I am really in earneſt; and if I have not formed an er- 
roneous judgment, you are the only perſon | have yet 
converſed with, fince | became a widower, with whom 
I think | can live happy. And will you, madam, be 
ſo cruel as to remain obſtinate in rejecting my ſunt? I 
do not think it is conſiſtent with your good-natu:e; and 
although 1 think it is beneath a generous mind to pur- 
chaſe a wife, yet I ſhall be willing to make you a ſet- 
tlement equal to your wiſhes, beſides a ſufficiency for 
| A + your 
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your children, if we ſhould be bleſt with any. Vour 


anſwer to this is impatiently expected by 
| Your real admirer, 


LE TT ER. Xell. 
| From the Lady in Anſwer, 
IX, | 
Peruſed your letter, and begin to be afraid that I 
have tampered with you too long, to conceal the 
real ſentiments of my mind from one ſo juſtly entitled 
to know them as you ate. My objection-, I aſſure you, 
fir, were not the effect of levity, but aroſe from the moſt 
mature deliberation ; nor would I, cn any account, im- 
poſe on the man to whom I intended to give my hand, 
and conſequently my heart. This would have been a 
crime, attended with more aggravating circumſtances 
than any which you have mentioned, and leſs intitled 
to an excuſe. Hypocriſy is the ſame under whatever 
character it appears; and the perſon who is guilty of 
it in the ſmalleſt matters, will be equally ſo in the 
zreateſt, Your anſwer to my objections are altogether 
ſatisfactory, and I am now convinced that I may be 
„our wife, and at the ſame time, at leaſt a nominal 
mother to your children: I ſay nominal, for although 
i ſhould on all occaſions con ſider myſelf obliged to act 
„ith hamanity to your children, as well as my cwn, 
vet I may ſtill be named by the above appellation, 
iiowever, as your perſon, company, and converſation 
_ were agreeable, and as your character ſtands unimpeach- 
ed, I am almoſt inclined to try that life to which I have 
deen hitherto a ſtranger. It is, J aſſure you, with diffi- 
dence, and if attended with any unfavourable circum- 
ſtances, may poſſibly be more my fault than your's, 
We cannot foreſee future events, and are therefore 
obliged to leave them to the direction of an unerring 
Providence. I ſhall therefore not detain you any longer, 
but only to inform you, that my brother was married 
yeſterday to Miſs Bright ; may every happineſs attend 
them both in time and in eternity. You will receive a 
Lei letter 


Dur 
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letter encloſed from him, and you may be aflured that 
I have not now any objeQions againſt being connected 
with you for life. The time fixed for that period de- 
pends entirely on your own choice and appointment, 
and I think you cannot reajonably deſire more. All 
that I expect, nay, all that I deſire, is only to be treat- 
ed conſiſtently with the profeſſions you have already 
made, If ſo, I think I cannot fail of being as happy 
as is conſiſtent with the ſtate of affairs in this world, and 
I do not look for miracles, As you will doubtleſs be 
much hurried before you ſet out for London, one letter 
more will be ſufficient until I ſee you; in the mean time 
(as the Jews ſay) may you reſt content and happy. 
. I am, &c. 


— 


LET TfF ER Xell. 

The Brather's Letter. 
S 17. R, . | © 
Know not of any gentleman who ever yet honoured 


me with their company, for whom I have a greater 
regard than yourſelf; and the agreeable hours we have 


ſpent together cannot be equalled unleſs they are re- 
peated, When | read your firſt letter to my ſiſter, I 


conſidered your propoſal of marriage as the higheit ho- 
nour that poſſibly could be conferred on our family ; 
and yet, without partiality, I firmly believe, that the 
woman, to whom you have paid your addreſies, has 
merit equal to any in the world, She returned from the 
boarding-ſchool about ten years ago, during which 
time ſhe has ſuperintended the affairs of my family, and 
conducted them with ſuch prudence, as is ſeldom met 
with in one of her years. Many offers have been made 


to her by fox-hunters in our neighbourhood, but their 
characters were fo totally oppoſite to her ſen:iments, 


that ſhe rejected them with the utmoſt diſdain, although. 
apparently beneficial, My ſiſter, fir, has much more 
refined notions, than to pay any more regard to afflu- 
ence than what would procure her an independent ſub- 
hitence, and too great a regard to her conſcience, than. 


to ſacrifice hee peace of mind to enjoy the greateſt earth= 


e #3 BAS,» — ly 
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ly grandeur. To uſe her own words, ſhe conſiders rich. 
es as laying her under an additional obligation to ac: 
for the good of her fellow=creatures, as a faithful ſtew. 
ard of that Almighty Being, who has declared that 
he will exact a ſtrict account from his creatures in what 
manner they have uſed thoſe gifts, which his unbound. 
ed Il;berality has beſtowed, Her leiſure hours have been 
ſpent in reading, and when | have met with her in the 
garden, or the fields, ſhe had conſtantly in her hand 
either Milton, 'Thomſon, or Young, but moſt frequent- 
iv her Bible. It may pofibly occur to your thoughts, 
that what ] have ſaid in commendation of a beloved 
Hiter, ariſes from a fraternal affection: But I do aſſure 
you, fir, that I could not help repeating her many ac- 
compliſhments, were you an utter ſtranger, and even 
a married man, A perſon deſtitute of virtue and ſenſi. 
bility might remain ignorant for ever of my ſiſter's me- 
Tits; but by one of your worth, I doubt not but they 
will be eſtimated according to their real value, Light 
and darkneſs cannot dwell together; nor can thoſe of 
oppoſite tempers ever be happy; butwhere there is an 
intellectual, as well as a corporeal union, nothing in 
this life can interfere with the rational enjoyments. But 
I had almoſt forgot that I am writing io one who is 
well acquainted with theſe things; nor ſhould I have 
enlarged ſo much, had I not regarded your friendſhip 
and intereſt on the one hand, and my ſiſter's happineſs 
on the other, Yet not to detain you longer, my con- 
ſent for a happy union is not only at your ſervice, bur, 
as I ſaid before, I ſhall conſider it as a very bappy 
event; and I have not the leaſt doubt of your ever 
Tepenting cf your choice, I have heard that your ſe- 
cular affairs call for your attendance in London ; when 
thoſe are ſettled, I ſhall be glad to hear from you, and 
likewiſe of my iter and you being happily joined in 
marriage. In the mean time ſhe is at my houſe, where 
you may freely correſpond, and I am, 


Your Gacere well-wiſher, 


, 2 wok L E I. 


* * 
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LETTER Kciv. 
From the Gentleman after his arrival in London, to the 
1 is Lady in the Coantry, . 
My Dear, | 
OR ſol muſt now call you; I arrived here laſt night, 
and embrace this firſt opportunity of writing, 


What a buſy place is London! What a variety of 
ſtrange faces, and continual hurry of buticeſs; the citi- 


| zens acquiring fortunes by trade, whilſt the nobility 


and gentry are ſquandering away thoſe eſtates left them 
by their anceſtors ? but ſuch has always been the con- 
duct of mankind in trading nations. One ſows ano- 
ther reaps, whilſt a third erjoys the fruits of cheir la- 
bour. For my own part, I am neither fond of gaiety 
nor ſolitude, In all things there is a medium which 
ought to be preferred to extremes, A ſudden eleva- 
tion to affluence or grandeur, and a ſudden fall from 
either, are equally dangerous; the one too often plun- 
ges the perſon into all ſorts of immorality, whilſt the 
effects of the other is moſt commonly deſpair. I would 
chuſe to ſpend three months every year in London, and 
the remainder in the country. This in my opinion is 
a more rational ſcheme than the preſent mode of con - 
tinually hurrying from place to place, without ever 
reliſhing ike pleaſures of any. But I had almoſt forgot 
to whom Iam writing. As ſoon as [ have ſettled my 
affairs here, which will take up about three weeks, I 
intend going to Windſor to vifit my daughters at the 
boarding ſchoo} ; and from thence haſten to your bro- 
ther's; when I hope that union will take place that 
muſt terminate only with our lives. I have employed 
my attorney to draw up articles of a jointure for you, 


and which I ſhall bring along with me to be ſigned in 


the preſence of your friends. I hope your brother and 
his ſpouſe are well, I received his excellent letter, 
and heartily thank him for the contents, | 
lam, my dear, 
Your's fincerely and affectionately, 


H 3 15 L E T. 
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LETTER XCV. 


From a Lover to his Miſtreſs, lately recevered from 
Sickneſs. 


My Dear, 
His day's poſt has juſt brought me the joyful news 
of our happy recovery, The indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſſity I was under of attending my buſineſs at this place, 
hindered me from beho' ding on a ſick-bed, all that is 
dear to me in the world: but I need not per faade you 
to believe this, as J hope you have bad ſufficient proofs 
of my fidelity, and what I have tuffered on account of 
your illneſs, may be felt but not expreſicd. When I 
took the letter in my hand, I trembled, and poſſibly 
mould have been deprived of courage to open it, had 
not the ſeal been red. To one oppreſſed with fear, the 
imelieſt matter yields a glimpſe of hope. — J opened the 
letter, and you may eaſily imagine what was my joy, 
when inſtead of reading an account of your death, it 
contained the delightful news of your recovery, written 
by your father. Ah! thought I, my charmer is ſti!“ 
weak, or ſhe would not have employed another hand, 
This led me to fear a relapſe ; but 1 hope that God, 
whoſe great mercy has preſerved you bitherto, will per- 
fect your recovery. You ate conſtantly in my thoughts, 
and ] pray for ycu every day. That I may once more 
be happy in ſceing you, I have ſent for my brother to 
manage my buſineſs during my abſence. I expect him 
here in about ten days, when nothing but fickneſs ſhall 
prevent my coming, You will receive by the coach 2 
mall parcel, containing ſome of the neweſt patterns 
both of ſilk and laces, together with ſome other things, 
Such trifles are ſcarce worth mentioning; but I hope 
you will accept them as a teſtimeny of my fincere love 
io her whom in a few months 1 hope to call my own. 
Preſent my duty to your honcured parents, and be- 
lieve me to be. with the greateſt ſincerity. 


Tout ever affectionate lover, 


LET; 


ron 
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UET-TER: Ney. 


From a rich young Gentleman, to a beautiful young Lady 


with no Fortune, 


Miſs Sophia, 


Tr is a general reflection azainſt the manners of the 


preſent age, that marriage is only conſidezed as one 
of thoſe methods by which avarice may be ſatisfied, 
and poverty increaſed ; that neither the character nor 
accompliſhments of the woman are much regarded, 
her merit being eſtimated by the thouſands of her for- 


tune, I acknowledge that the accuſation is too true, 


and to that may be aſcribed many unhappy matches 
we daily meet with; for how is it poſſible that thoſe 
ſhould ever have the ſame affection for each other, who 
were forced to comply with terms to which the, y i the 
utmoſt averſion; as if they had been allowed t& afult 
their own inclinations, and give their hands where they 
have engaged their hearts? For my own part, I have 


been always determined to conſult my inclinations 


where there is the leaſt appearance of happineſs; and 
having an eaſy independency, am not anxious about 
increaſing it; being well convinced, that in all fiates 


the middle one is beſt, I mean neither poverty nor. 


riches; which leads me to the diſcovery of a paſſion 
which 1 have long endeavouresc to conceal, _ 

The opportunities which I have had of converſing 
with you at lady B's, have at laſt convinced me, that 
merit and riches are far from being connected, and that 
a woman may have thoſe qualifications neceſſary to 
adorn her ſex, although adverſe fortune has denied her 
money. I am ſure that all thoſe virtues neceſſary to 
make me happy in the marriage ſtate, are centered in 
you, and whatever objection you may have to my per- 
ſon, yet IJ hope there can be none to my character; and 


if you will conſent to be mine, it ſhall be my conſtant 
ſtudy to make your life agreeable, and under the en- 


dearing character of huſband, endeavour to ſupply your 
early loſs of the beſt cf parents. I ſhail expect yuur an- 
{wer as ſoon as poſſible, for I wait for it with the utmoſt 
impatience, l am your affectionate 2 
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LET T ERS on LOVE, 
LETTER: XCVII. 
| The young Lady's Anfeer, 
S IR, 
Received yourletter yeſterday, and oratitude for 
the generous propoſal which you have made, obliges 


me to thank you heartily for the contents. 


As I have no cbjections either to y ur perſon or cha- 
racter, you will give me leave to deal ſincerely, and fate 
thoſe things which at preſent bear great weight with 
me, and perhaps muſt ever remain unanſwered, and 
hinder me from entering into that ſtate againſt which [ 
have not the leaſt averſion, 

You well know (at leaſt I imagine fo) that the propo- 


ſal you have made to me is a ſecret both to your rela: 


tions and friends; and would you defire me to ruſh pre- 


ci pied iy into the marriage-ſtate, where I have the 


greateſt reaſon to fear that I ſhould be looked upon with 
contempt, by thoſe whom nature had connected me 
with ? I would conſider myſelf obliged to promote the 
happineſs of my huſband ; and how conſiſtent would a 
ſtep of that nature be with ſuch a reſolution? You krow 
that was left an orphan, and had it not been for the 
pious care of lady B. muſt have been brought up in a 


| ſtate of ſervitude, You know that I have no fortune; 
and were I to accept of your offer, it would lay me un- 


der ſuch obligations as muſt deſtroy my liberty. Gra- 


titude and love are two very different things, The one 


ſuppoſes a benefit received, whereas the other is a free 
act of the will, Suppoſe me raiſed to the joint poſſeſ. 
fion of your fortune, could I call it mine unleſs I had 


| brought you ſomething as an equivalent? Or, have 1 


not great reaſon to fear that you yourſelf may conſider 
me as under obligations, inconſiſtent with the character 


of a wife? I acknowledge the great generoſity of your 


offer, and would conſider myſelf highly honoured, could 
J prevail with myſelf to prefer to peace of mind the 


er joy ment of an effluent fortune. But as I have been 


very fincere in my anſwer, ſolet me beg, that you will 
endeavour to eradicate a paſſion, which, if nouriſhed 


longer, may prove fatal to us both. 


I am, Sir, with the preateſt reſpect, 
Your ſincere well. Weer. 


COURTSHIP, p MARRIAGE. 93 
LETTER Nevin. 
The Gentleman's Reply. 
My atar Sophia, 3 
AS it not cruel to ſtart ſo many objections? Or 


could you ſuppoie me capable of fo baſe an ac- 
tion, as to deſtroy your freedom, and peace of mind? 


Or do you think that I am capable of ever forgetting 


you, or being happy in the enjoyment of another? For 
God's ſake do not mention pratitude any more, Your 
many virtues intitle you to much more than 1 am able 
to give; but ail that Ihave ſhall be your's. With reſpect 
to my relations, I have none to conſult beſides my mo- 
ther and my uncle, and their conſent, and even appro» 
bation, are already obtained. You have often heard 
my mother declare, that ſhe preferred my happineſs 
with a woman of virtue, to the poſſeſſion of the greateſt 
fortune; and though I forgot to mention it, yet I had 
communicated my ſentiments to her before I had open- 
ed my mind to you, Let me beg that you will lay 
aſide all thoſe unneceſſary ſcruples which only ferve to 
make one unhappy, who is already ſtruggling ander 
all the anxieties of real and genuine love, It is our 
power, my dear, to make me happy, and none elſe 
can, I cannot enjoy one moment's reſt till 1 have 
your anſwer, and then the happy day ſhall be fixed. 
Let me beg that you will not ſtart any more objections, 
unleſs you are my real enemy ; but your tender nature 
cannot ſuffer you to be cruel. Be mine, my dear, and 
Jam your's for ever. My ſervant ſhall wait for the 


anſwer to your ever ſincete lover, whoſe ſole bappineſs 


15 centered in you, I am, &c, 


* 1 1 
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LETTER XC[X. 
The Lady's Aaſewer. 


— ___ul 


K IX, 15 | | | 
1 that when one of your ſex forms a reſolution, 
you are determined to go through, whatever be 
the event, Your anſwer to my firſt objection, I mult 
| | | 0 con ſeſs, 
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confeſs is ſatisfatory. I wiſh I could ſay ſo of th 
others; but 1 find that if I muſt comply, I ſhall be ob. 
liged to truſt the remainder to yourſelf, Perhaps this i; 
always the caſe, and even the moſt cautious have been 
deceived. However, fir, I have communicated the con. 
_ tents of your letters to her ladyſhip, as you know ſhe hz 
been tu me as a parent. She has not any objection, and 
I am at laſt reſoived to comply. I muſt give myſelf up 
to you as a poor friendleſs orphan, and ſhall endeavour 
to act conſiſtent with the rules laid down and enforced 
by cur holy religion: and if you ſhould ſo far deviate 
from the paths of virtue as to upbraid me with pover. 
ty, I have no friends to complain to, but that God who 
is the father of the fatherle/ſs. But J have a beiter 
opinion of you than to entertain any ſuch fears. |] 
have left the time to your own appointment, and let 
me beg that you will continue in the practice of that 
virtuous education which you have received, Virtue 
is its own reward, and cannot be unhappy with the 
man who prefers the duties of religion to gaiety and 
diſſipation. I am your's fincerely, 


; 
"> — 5 ; 
| — 
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From a Lady to a Gentleman, cemplaining of Indifferenct, 


+ & "ps 0 85 
F JT Ovever light you may make of promiſes, yet ! 
1 am foolith enough to conſider them as ſomething 
more than trifles; and am likewiſe induced to believe 
that the man who voluntarily breaks a promiſe, willnot 
pay much regard to an oath; and if fo, in what light 
maſt I conſider your conduct? Did I not give you my 
promiſe to be your's, and had you no other reaſon for 
ſoliciting than merely to gratify your vanity? A brutal 
gratification, indeed, to triumph over the weakneſs of 


a woman whoſe greateſt fault was, that ſhe loved you. 
py I ſay, 
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ſay, loved you; for it was in conſequence of that paſ- 
on, I firſt conſented to become your's. Has your 
onduct, fir, been conſiſtent with my ſubmiſſion, or 


dich your own ſolemn profeſſions? Is it conſiſtent with 


he character of a gentleman firſt to obtain a woman's 
onſent, and afterwards bray that he had diſcarded her, 
id found one more agreeable to his wiſhe: ! Do not 
quivocate, I have too convincing proofs of your inlin- 
etity; I ſaw you yeſterday walking with Miſs Benſon, 
nd am informed that you have propoſed marriage to 


er, Whatever you may think, fir, 1 have a ſpirit of 


iſdain, and even reſentment, equal to your ingtati— 
ude, and can treat the wretch with a proper indiffer- 
nce, who can make ſo flight a matter of the moſt ſo- 
Miſs Benſon may be your wife, but 
e will receive into her arms a gerjured huſband ; nor 
in ever the ſuperſiructure be laſting, which is built on 
ch a foundation, I leave you to the ſtings of your 
wn conſcience. | | 
I am the in jured, 


EET TER 1. 
The Gentleman's Anſwer. 


My dear Angel, 
OR dy that name I muſt till call you ; has cruelty 
| entered into your tender nature, cr has ſome de- 
zuing wretch impoſed on your credulity ? My dear, 
am not what you have repreſented, I am neither falſe 
or perjured ; I never propoſed marriage to Miſs Ben- 
dn, I never deſigned it; and my ſole reaſon for walk - 
g With her was, that | had been on aviſit to her bro- 
er, whom you know is my attorney. And was it 
fault in me to take a walk into the fields along 
ith him and his ſiſter ? Surely prejodice itſelf cannot 
ſo; but I am afraid you have been impoſed cn by 
me defigning perſon, who had private views, and 
| private 
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private ends to anſwer by ſuch baſeneſs. But whatever 


may have been the cauſe, I am entirely innocent; anc 


to convince you of my ſincerity, beg that the day i iM 
marriage may be next week. My affections never h 
much as wandered from the dear object of my love; in 
you are centered all my hopes of felicity ; with you or. 
ly can | be happy. Keep me not in miſery one mo. 
ment longer, by entertaining proundleſ: jea!ouſi; 
againſt one who loves vou in a manner ſuperior to the 
whole of your ſex; and I can ſet at defiance even ma. 
lice itſelf, Let me beg your anſwer by my ſervant, 
which will either make me happy or miſerable. | 


have ſent a ſmall parcel by the bearer, which 1 hore 


you will accept as a convincing proof of my integrity ; 
and am, | 55 Your's for ever, 


— 
—— 


LETTER CI. 


From a young Officer, ordered to his Regiment in Minorca, 


to a young Lady whom he courted. 
My Dear, 55 


J Am ſcarce able to hold the per. An order has jul 


now arrived from the War- office, by which I am 


obliged to ſet ſail to-morrow for Minorca, without 
having the happineſs of ſeeing my angel. What un- 
happineſs to us, and devaſtation among the human race 


has the ambition of princes, and the perfidiouſneſs of 


miniſters occaſioned! Huſbands obliged to leave theit 


beloved wives, and dear little children ; every relation 
is broken, and we may well ſay with Addiſon, 
What havock has ambition made! 

But what is this to my preſent purpoſe? Like all other; 
in a ſtate of diſtraction, I am obliged to write nor: 
ſenſe, if any thing can be ſo called where the name 
of my charmer is found, Did you know, my dear, 
what a ſtruggle 1 have between love and duty, you 


would conſider me as an object of compaſſion, 


am bound, by the moſt ſolemn oaths, to be your's; 


and at the ſame 1ime duty obliges me to draw my 


ſword, in defence of the juſt rights of my lawful prion 
| | al 


inorca, 


as jul 
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7 
and injured country; and whatever dangers may Wait 
for me, I would meet them with the greateſt chearful- 
neſs, were I ſure of poſſeiling one place in your hcar:. 
But why do] ſay one, | mult nave all or none; I cannot 
bear the moſt diſtant thought that you would place your 
2FeQtions on another. No, my dear, were that to hap- 
pen, I would act the part of General Campbell at the 
fatal battle of Fontenoy, by ruſting on the ſword of 
the enemy, to put an end to a weary exiſtznce, I ſhould 
chearfully lay down my life, which would be of ſmall 
value, were J to be ſeparated for ever from you. But 
why do I doubt? I know my charmer is as virtuous as 
ſhe is beautiful, and that nothing but my own conduct 
can ever make her diſcard me; but, | 3 

Is not abſence death to thoſe wao love ?— However, I 
have the pleaſing reflection yet left, that whilſt 7 am in 
a diſtant part of the world attending my duty, | ſhall be 
remembered by her, whoſe prayers for my preſervation 
will be acceptable to that God who loves virtue, who 1: 
of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Nothing in this 
world can ever be ſo dear to me as you are. Believe 211 
| ſay, and I am happy. IfI do any thing that may ap- 
pear wrong, inform me of it, and it ſhall be my firſt 
care to confeſs my fault and amend, I deſire your ad- 
vice in every thing ; but alas! ſeparation will render it 
difficult, though not impoſſible. Not having had time 
to ſetile with cur agent, I have left an order with my 
mother for that purpoſe. -Let me beg that you will 
honour her with a viſit, ſhe will eſteem it as a reſpect 
ne w n to me. I haveoften told you what an excellent 
woman ſhe is, and I am fully perſuaded you will find 
her ſo; yea, more to than | have ever mentioned. We 
are to top at Gibraltar, where I hope to have a letter 
from you. If it comes too late, the governor will for- 
ward it to Minorca. Once more, my dear, farewel; 
continue to be mine, and all the viciſſitudes and dangers | 
of war will appear as trifles; and when peace ſhall 
again bleſs the nations, I will fly on the wings of love 
to the arms of my deareſt angel, and ſpend with her the 
remainder of my days, I am your fincere lover 


5 


by LE T. 
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LET: U. 


The Lady's Anſwer, 


Dear Charles, 

F your hand could ſcarcely hold the pen, I am afcaid 
1 this will appear unintelligible, being wet with tears 
from beginning to end. When your letter arrived, we 
were drinking tea, and my father reading the newl- 
paper, wherein it was ſaid, that all the officers in the 
army were ordered to join their regiments; I was a 
good deal alarmed, but ſome hopes remained till the 
fatal letter convinced me that my ſuſpicions were but 
too well founded. Alas! how vain are humble expec- 
tations! In the morningwe dream of happineſs, and be- 
fore evening are really miſerable. I was promiſing to 
myſelf that one month would have joined our hands, 
and now we are ſeparated perhaps for years, if not for 
ever, For how dol know but the next poſt may bring 
me an account of your being killed in battle, and then 
farewel every thing in this world. My pleaſing proſ- 
pects will then vaniſh, and although unmarried, will 
remain a widow till death. And is it poſſible you can 
doubt one moment of my ſincerity, or do you think, 
that thoſe affections can ever be placed on another which 
were firit fixed on you, from aconvincing proof of your 
accompliſhments and merit? No, my dear, my fidelity 
to you ſhall remain as unſpotted as this paper, before 
It was blotted with ink, and bedewed with tears. I 
know not how others love, but my engagements are for 
eternity, You deſire me to put you in mind of your 
duty. I know not of any faults, nor am I diſpoſed to 
Jook for them. I doubt not, but the religious educa- 
tion you have received in your youth will enable you to 
reſiſt the ſtrongeſt temptations: and, like that everlaſt- 
ing honour to the army, Colpnel Gardiner, although 
not afraid to fight, yet you will be afraid to fin. How- 
ever terrifying it may be to meet death in the field, yet 
It is far more awful to appear before a juſt God, whom 
we have offended by our ipiquities, I have been read- 
ing 
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ing Lyttleton's Hiſtory of England, and that elegant au- 
thor ſays, that at.the battle of Haſtings, which over- 
threw the Saxon monarchy, the Normans, although 
under arms all night, were yet fervent in their devo- 
tions, whilſt the Engliſh, who thought themſelves ſe- 
cure of victory, were ſpending the time in riot and 
drunkenneſs. But alas! the next day exhibited a dif- 
ferent ſcene. The Normans became conquerors, after 
killing many thouſands of the enemy; and ſuch are 
commonly the fatal effects of debauchery. There is not 
one body of people in the world accuſed of irreligion_ 
more than the military; and from the very natureoftheir 
employment, none are more obliged to practice every 
Chriſtian duty, They ſee thouſands of their fellow. 
creatures hurried into eternity, nor do they know but 
the next may be themſelves, My dear Charles, never 
be aſhamed of religion. A conſciouſneſs of your inte- 
grity will inſpire you with real courage in the day of 
battle; and if you ſhould at laſt die in defence cf the 


| juſt rights of your country, the divine favour will be 


your comfort through eternity, In tne mean time my 
prayers ſhall conſtantly be for your ſafety and preſerva- 
tion, and my earneſt hopes fixed on your happy return. 
I have obtained leave of my parents to reſide with 
your mother during the ſummer, which will at leaſt be 
ſome conſolation to me in your abſence. Let me hear 
from you as often as poſſible, but never doubt of my 
fidelity, Conſider me as already your's, and I am 
happy. Farewel, my dear, and may the wiſdom of 
God direct you, and his providence be your guard, is 
the ſincere prayer of her who prefers you before all the 
world. | | 


PART Av; 


ON FRIENDSHIP, &c. 


urn ei. 


The following letter en F riendſhip was written by a Gen» 
tleman lately deceaſed, and found among/t his papers 


IT; dear Friend, | | SST 
FT was a ftrange notion of Paſchal, that he would ne. 
1 ver admit any man to a ſhare of his friendſhip, Had 
that great man been a Miſanthrope, or an enemy to 
bis ſellow creatures, I ſhould not have been much ſure 
priſed; but as his love to mankind extended as far as 
cither his knowledpe or influence, it is neceſſary to 
conſi der his reaſons, for a conduR apperently ſo ſtrange. 
Peſchal had ſuch elevated notions of the Deity on the 
one band, and fo low an opinion of human na'ure on 
the other, that he thought, if he placed his affections 
on any created being, it would be a fort of inſult to 
the Creator, and a robbing him of that worſhip which 
was due to him alone. But whatever were the notions 
of that great man, yet there is ſuch a thing as real 
ſriendſhip, and there is alſo a neceſſity for 55 
true, indeed, that God is our only friend, and that 
on him our affections ought princivally to be fixed. 
But thoſe who are acquainted with human Nature, 


well know that we are ſoch a compoſition of fleſh and 
1 _ ſpurag 
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| ſpirit, that however we may wiſh to keep up an inter- 
courſe with the Deity, yet our inclinations are ſuch, 
that we are more deſirous of being converſant with 
thoſe of our own ſpecies, to whom, at all times, we 
can be able to unboſom ourſelves. 105 
Friendſhip is as old as the firſt formation of ſociety, 
and there is ſcarce one antient writer now extant, who 
has not ſaid ſomething in praiſe of it. Of this we have 
a fine example in the ſtory of David and Jonathan, as 


recorded in the ſecond book of Samuel. In the ſame 
ſacred oracles we are told that love is ſtronger than 


death; andeven the great Redeemer of the world had 
a beloved diſciple, F | 
The pious and ingenious Dr. Watts has finely de- 
ſcribed friendſhip in one of his poems, which I doubt 
not but you have read. 
Friendſhip, thod charmer of the mind, 
Thou ſweet deluding ill; 
The brighteſt moments mortal find, 
And ſharpeſt pains we feel. 
Fate has divided all our ſhares, 
Of pleaſure and of pain; | 
In love the friendſhip and the cares 
Are mix'd and join'd again. 
The ſame ingenious author in another place fays, 


*T is dangerous to let looſe our love 
Beneath the eternal fair. 


But whatever the wiſe or learned may ſay, yet we 
| know that man is a ſocial being, and conſequently has 
a capacity, and even a deſire for friendſhip, Friend- 
ip is in its own nature ſo neceſſary, that I know not 
how a ſocial being can exiſt without it, Are we by 
any providential occurrence raiſed from poverty to 
affluence, to whom can we communicate the delight» 
ful news but our friend? On the other hand, are we 
reduced from the higheſt pinnacle of grandeur to the 
moſt abject ſtate of poverty, to whom can we look for 
conſolation but God and our friend? Indeed there 18 
not one ſtate or condition in life where friendſhip is not 
neceſſary. What wretched mortals would men be were 

they not endowed with ſo noble a principle! | 
_ 13 Friendſhip 
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Friendſhip is of a very delicate nature, and either the 
happineſs or miſery of bath parties may in ſome ſenſe, 


de ſaid to depend on it. Friendſhip is ſomewhat like 
marriage, it is made for life, or as Cœſar ſaid, The 


dye is caſt. Mee. Rowe, in one of her letters to the 
Counteſs of Heriford, ſays, ** When I contract a 
friendſhip it is for eternity; Her notions were always 
elevated, and the chief buſineſs of her life ſeems to 
have been promoting the intereſt of her fellow crea- 
tures. Friendſhip obliges the parties engaged to lay 
open their minds to each other; there muſt nat be any 
concealment, There is not ar. endearing attribute of 
the Deity, not an amiable quality in man, but what 
is included in the word Friendſhip, Benevolence, Mer- 
cy, Compaſſion, &c, are only parts of it. Wo 
From all this we may learn, that great care ought to 
be had in the choice of friends; and ſhould they un- 
happily betray the ſacred truſt repoſed in them, yet 
we ought not to purſue them with unrelenting fury. 
Ia the courſe of my experience I remember two in- 
Ranczs of the breach of friend !hip, which were attend. 


ed with very different effects. Two gentlemen con- 
_ traced a friendthip for each other, which Jaſted ſome 


ycers; at laſt one of them unhappily revealed a ſecret 
to his wife, who told it to the wife of the other, in 
conſequence of which an unhappy diviſion took place 
an the family of the latter. The injured perſon up- 
braided his friend with infidelity, told bim of the fatal 
effects occaſioned by this imprudence; but (ſays he) 
although I cannot be your friend any longer, yet [ 
will never be your enemy. My heart will pity you, 


whilit my hand ſhall be open to telieve your neceiſities, 


Such a declaration was conſiſtent with the prudence of 
a man, and the piety of a Chriſtian; but that of the 
other was of a nature totally oppoliite, and (in my 
opinion) truly diabolical, A difference of a ſimilar 


nature happened, attended with the like circumſtances; 


but the injured perſon, inſtead of ſympathizing with 

the weakneſs of his friend, purſued him with unrelent- 

tog crusiiy, nor ever ceaſed until he had accompliſh- 
„ ed 
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ed hie ruin, and even triumphed over it, You may 
make what comments you pleaſe: I can only aſture 
you that both are facts. — How different, my friend, 
has our conduct to each other been? During theſe 
thirty years, no breach has ever happened? and it 
ſcems as new this day as at the beginning, As this is 
probably the laſt letter you will ever ſee in my hand- 
writing, accept of my lincere thanks for the many be. 
neſits 1 have received from your faithful ad monitions, 
and your benevolent conſolations; and when we meet 
in the regions of bliſs, our happineſs will then remain 
uninterrupted, 8 | 5 
| I am your's ſincerely, 


* 


* 


LETTER CV. 


From @ Gentleman, whoſe Wife was lately dead, to & 
| Clergyman in the Neighbourhoad. 8 


Rev. Sir, 


oO have often, both in public and private, en- 

larged on thoſe comforts and conſolations which 
Chriſtianity affords to the afflicted ; and if ever they 
were neceſſary to one under ihole circumſtances, they 
muſt be to myſelf. About ſeven laſt night my wife 
died in child-bed, and Lam left the diſconſolate parent 
of ſive young children. Had you ſeen the excrucia- 
ting tortures under which the expired, it would have 
reminded you of the emphaſis of that curſe pronounced 
upon our fi:ſt parents for their rebellion again{t God, 
When ſhe ſaw the king of terrors approach, we was all 
reſignation to the divine will, and left this lower 
world in the ſame manner, and with the ſame chearful 
alacrity, as if ſhe had been going to viſt a friend, or 
attend the ſervice of her Maker, Overwhelmed with 
grief, I entered her chamber, when ſhe ex, the 
{mall remains of ſtrength, and ſpoke to me a; fulluws: 


My 


. WIEN —t:—1— - 
* * 


X A 


| 
[ 
0 
| 
F. 
| 
} 
$ 
L 


r 


104 LETTERS ox FRIENDSHIP, &c: 


My dear, | 

Jam now going the way of all fleſh, but God, the 
everlaſting God, will be your comfort. When | firſt 
became your's, I looked for all the happineſs conſiſtent 
with the ſtate of human nature in this vale of miſery ; 
and I muſt confeſs that my higheſt wiſhes have been gra- 
tified, and your tenderneſs has been even more than ! 
could expect. You may have ſeen faults in my conduct, 
but I do aſſure you (and this is not a time to diſſemble) 
they were altogether involuntary. My principal ſtudy | 
was to obtain the favour of that God before whom I am 
foon to appear. My obedience to the commands of my 
God have been attended with many imperfections, but 
T truſt for pardon and acceptance in the merits of my 
dear Redeemer Here ſhe fainted—— looked wiſhful 
ly at me, and ſhed a tear over her dear children, who 
were crying by her bed. —— She attempted to ſpeak, 


but in vain, At laſt, fixing her eyes towards heaven, 


ſhe repeated thoſe beautiful words. ** Into thy hands 
I commit my ſoul, for thou haſt redeemed me, O! 


thou God of my ſalvation,” and then cloſed her eyes, 


never to be opened till the ſound of the laſt trumpet, 


1 was ſunk for ſome time in the greateſt diſtreſs, looking 


on the dear departed remains of my beloved ſpouſe, and 
endeavouring to filence, by perſuaſion, the cries of her 
orphan children. At laſt I recolleQed that J had ſtill 
a friend left in you, to whom I might, with a view of 
conſolation, lay open the inmoſt receſſes of my heart. 
I am afraid your indiſpoſition may hinder you from vi- 
{iting me, and if ſo, let me beg that you will, in the 


mean time, favour me with a few lines, At preſent 


every ſort of conſolation will be acceptable, but what. 
ever comes from you will be doubly fo. TI know not 


What to write; excuſe incoherence and impropriety 


from whom you have often honoured with the appel- 
lation of friend. I aw, &c. 
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LETTER EI. 
The Clergyman's Laſever. 


My 4 dear Friend 

Sincerely commiſerate your variegated calamity, and 
& wiſh there was any thing in my power that could 
alleviate your diſtreſs, You well know that all afflic- 
tion, of whatever kind it is, proceeds from God.e--"* [ 
„create light and make darkneſs, I make war and 

peace, I the Lord do all theſe things.” This, fir, 
Guts be your fir{t confideration, and this ſhould regu- 
late the whole of your conduct. 

It was this conſideration which reconciled old Eli to 
the ſevereſt doom that perhaps was ever denounced, 


Though contrary ta human nature, and much more ſo 


to natural affection, yet it is the Lord, let him do 
what ſhall ſeem good. 
This reconciled Job to all his unparalleled ſufferinge, 


The Lord piveth, the Lord takethaway;“ rapacious 
hands, and waving elements, were only inſtruments of 
his power, therefore | bleſs and adore his holy name. 


This conſolation fortified the man Chriſt Jeſus on the 
approach of his inconceivable bitter agony. But it is 
my father's pleaſure, and not the malice of my ence 
mies, therefore not my will but his be done, 

If your father, (dear fir) your heavenly father, who 
loves you with an everlaſting love, has thought proper 
to mix ſome gall with your portion of life, {enſible of 
the beneficent hand from which your viſitation comes, 
may you bow your head in awſul filence; and ſay with 
the afflicted Hezekiah of old. Good is the word of 
the Lord concerning me.“ | 

Afflictions are often accompanied with many valuable 
benefits; as David ſaid, It is good for me that | haye 
„ been afflicted, for before that I went allray,” 

Afflictions ſer ve to wean us from the world. When 
every thing poes ſmoothly on, and nothing interrupts 
the preſent enjoyments, we are apt to forget the God 
that made us, and ſay with unparalleled aſſurance, 
Who is the Almighty that [ Houle ſerve him? 

Aſſlid ions 
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Afflictions ſerve to lead us to value the bleſſings of 
chriſtianity, and to hold in the loweſt eſtimation ovr 

own worthineſs When ſorrows harraſs our circur- 
| ſtances and trouble oppreſſes our minds, we are glad, 
we are earneſt to find reſt in Chriſt, The ſevere al. 
fliction under which I have ſo long laboured, hinders 
me from ſeeing you, although I ſhall take the firſt op- 
- portunity of doing ſo, when it pIRaſes God to reſtore 
me again to health. In the mean time IJ have ſent you 
a copy of Fleetwood's Life of Chiiſt, A careful peru. 
ſal cf that.valuable work w1ll reconcile you to the va- 
 rious diſpenſations of Providence, eſpecially when you 
conſider the character of the Redeemer, who ſuffered 
ſo much for us. He bore our priefs and carried our 
ſorrows. He was a man of ſorrow, and acquainted 
with grief. 75 TE 

From theſe conſiderations (my dear friend) endea- 
vcur to reconcile yourſelf to this awful diſpenſation of 
Providence: I am ſenſible of your loſs, but you know 
not what God may yet have in ſtore for you, Per- 
haps he has only deprived you of one mercy in order 
to beſtow another. I doubt not, but the Almighty 
has thouſands of mercies yet in ſtore for you, both in 
time and eternity, and that period is fait approaching 


when you yourſelf muſt put off this earthly tabernacle, 


and pay that debt to nature which your beloved ſpouſe 


has already done, Let your care at preſent be, to 


attend the education of your children, Your duty is 
now doubly increaſed, and all that was incumbent cn 
your beloved ſpouſe, is now trensferred to yourſelf ; 
but the bleſſings of the Almighty will be beſtowed in 
proportion to your chearful obedience. It is a great 
comfort that your beloved ſpouſe died in the faith and 
fear of the dear Redeemer, and it will be the preateſt 
honour you ever can acquire, to inſtruct your children 
in thoſe principles which made the proſpe& of death 

_ agreeable, and even welcome to their mother: ſo that 
when the great God ſhall appear to judge the world. 
you may be able to ſtand defore him and ſay, here [ 
am, and the children which thou haſt given me. 
Thus, fir, I have ſaid all that I can think on the 2 
| ent 
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ſent melancholy occaſion. But how comfortable are 


thoſe words of St. Paul, Our light afflction, which 
is but fora moment, ſhall work out for us a far more 


d exceecing and eternal weight of glory!“ | 


The things that ate ſeen are temporal, bat the 
things which are not ſeen are eteraal. There is no- 
thing permanent or laſting in this world, and the tall 
cak is as eaſily cut down by the hand of Omnipotence, 
as the plant is plucked” up, I feel myſelf growing 
weak, and mult therefore conclude, May that 
gracious God who has thought proper to afflict you, 


continue to ſupport you under this and every other tri- 
al, till you arrive at laſt in the kingdom, where the 


wicked ceale from troubling, and where the weary are 
atreſt, is the ſincere prayer of 8 1 
| Your moſt affectionate friend. 
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LETTER CVIL 


From a Clergyman to a young Gentleman who had formerly 


been his Pupil, but now at the Univerſity, 


Dear Sir, 

HILST you was under my care, I made it my 
principal ſtudy to diſcharge the duties of my 
Ration, conſiſtent with the character of a miniſter of 


the goſpel; and now that you are removed to the foun- 


tain-head of learning, I conſider myſelf in ſome man- 
ner till under the ſame obligation. In a letter I have 


lately received from your tutor, Ihear with great plea- 
| ſare that du make great progreſs in your ſtudies, -- 


Altho? Providence has placed me at this diſtance, yet 
| have a (t-or-” inclination to communicate my thoughts 


to you on a lubjed of the utmoſt importance; 1 moan | 
| | the 
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| the neceſſary obligation you are under of reducic; 


knowledge to practice, and that unleſs the one cor- 
reſponds with the other, learning, inſtead of a bleſſing, 
becomes a real curſe, To different men God has com- 


municated different advantages, From Pagans leſs 15 


required than from Chriſtians, and as much Jeſs, as 
they know leſs of their maſter's will: ſome are obliged 
to grope by the light of the moon and ſtars, and others 
are bleſſed with the light of the ſun. It 1s much more 
deſirable to walk by day light than by moon light. 
All however have light encugh, if they riphtly im- 
prove it, to enable them to find the way to God's fa- 
vour. If there is any one who has no knowledge giv- 
en him, he is not a moral agent, and nothing can be 
expected from him, But this cannot be ſuppoſed of 
any reaſonable creature, There is no perſon ſo igno— 


rant as not to have ſome knowledge, of moral good and 
evil; and his acceptance and happineſs depend on his 


acting up to this knowledge, whatever it is, and not 
on his acting up to any more extenſive knowledge 
which others in more advantageous circumſtances have. 

The moſt knowing ought to be the moſt virtuous; 


but inſtead of this they are very often the moſt vicious, 


They employ their knowledge, not to mend their 
hearts, or to reſtrain their paſſions, but to gain ap- 
plauſe, or to overreach and deceive, They make uſe 
of it for oſtentation or miſchief, and not for directing 
them in a courſe of upright and uſeſul conduct, We 


can never conclude what a man's character is from the 
parts he poſſeſſes, or the opinions he holds. Nothing 


is more common than for men to believe one thing, 
and to practice the contrary, The beſt ſentiments 


may have poſſeſſion of their heads, while the vileſt 


diſpoſitions govern their ations, We ſee continually 


that thoſe who receive the righteſt principles, and 


make the faireſt profeflions, are very wicked and 
worthleſs. In ſhort, it is one of the moſt undeniable 
truths, that we may have all the faith and knowledge 
in the world in our underſtandings, without one ſpark 
of genuine gocdnels in our hearts, 


The 
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The reaſon of this common ſeparation between knows 
ledge and practice, is the influence of particular affec- 


tions and paſſions within us, leading us contrary to 


our knowledge. Our judgments direct us one way, 
our paſſions draw us another. Reaſon diQates piety 
and righteouſneſs: Brutal paſſions and the allurements 
of the world incline us to irreligion and wickedneſs, 
The latter becomes predominant, and thus we are ſe- 


duced and corrupted; our knowledge becomes of no 
avail, and our lives are rendered a ſcene of inconſiſten- 
cy between our principles and our condu&t. The know. 


ledge of our duty is given us on purpoſe that we may doit. 
Practice is all, and it ſignifies little what we know if 
this is wanting. No intellectual talents or accompliſhe 
ments are of any ſervice to thoſe who poſſeſs them, un- 
Jeſs they render them better than other men. Tris the 
ſubſerviency of wit and learning to virtue, that makes 


them indeed ornaments and bleſſings. Knowledge that 


is not attended with correſpondent practice, defeats its 
own intention. It hecomesmaimed, vain, and unprofita- 
ble. We may ſhine and make a great noiſe, but we 
are ſtill deſtitute of all real worth. One good diſpo- 


fition in the ſou], is infinitely preferable to the fineſt 


parts, or the moſt brillaint wit. One virtue in the 


heart is more valuable than a million of truths floating 


in the head, or any, even the moſt excellent arts and 
ſciences with which the underſtanding can be ſtocked, 


We are too apt to be dazzled with the luſtre of great 
talents, and to ſet an undue value on wit and genius. 


But the endowments of the head deſerve no admiration 
compared with thoſe of the heart, Virtue is the one 
thing that is truly and invariably great and admirable, 
and to this chiefly all other qualities owe their excel- 
lence, There is indeed an excellence in knowledge, 
but it is founded principally on its connection with 
practice. There is a preatneſs in it; but, when ſepa- 
rated from a virtuous character, it is nothing but the 
greatneſs of a demon, It is important and valuable; 
but the importance of it conſiſts in its furniſhing us 
%jth greater means and powers of uſefulneſs, Some 

Ec R . degree 
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depree of knowledge is abſolutely neceſſary to the prac- 
tice of virtue, and the more any one has of it, the 
more he is capable of the improvement and happineſs 
connected with virtue, For this reaſon, it may be 
conſidered as the fouudation of all the dignity of a 


rational creature, and conſequently it muſt be our duty 


to acquire as much of it as we can. But (till we ſhould 
remember, that it is the uſe we make of it, or the ſu- 


perſtructure we raiſe upon it, that muſt render it an ad- 


vantage ard a biefling. It will render us more honour. 


able or more deformed, juſt as we apply it; and the 


loweſt degree of it, when attended with ſuitable prac- 
tice, will turn toinfinitelv more account than the high- 
eſt degree of it, when applied to vicious purpoſes. It is 
unſpeakably better to be the fillieſt creature upon earth, 

and at the ſame time virtuouſly diſpoſed, than to be the 
fineſt wit, or tae firſt ſcholar in the world, and at the 


ſame time proud, ill-natured, or envious, 


knowledge, when ſeparated from right practice, is 


not only unprofitable, but even hurtful and pernicious. 


It only aggravates guilt, and makes us more vile and 
deteſtable. Iaſtead of contributing to our happineſs, 
it becomes a nuiſance and a curſe, and will fink us 
deeper into ruin. If a man of an approved underſtand- 
ing is mean, or falſe, or covetous, he is ſo much the 
more baſe and hateful, Thoſe who are above vulgar 
errors and prejudices, Ought alſo to be above vulgar 
paſſions and vices, and if they are not, they are more 
contemptible than mechanics or beggars. 

I have a few more thoughts to ſend you on the ſame 
ſubjects but mult delay for a ſew days. In the mean 
time Iam | 


Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


LET. 


an 
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The Clergyman's ſecond Letter on the ſame important Sal ſech. 


Dear Sir, ; | 
Concluded my lat with a promiſe of ſending you a 
few more thoughts on the ſame important iubj-2Q, as 
a part of that duty | cwe to you and your Family. 
There is always an inconſiſtency in moral evii when 
joined to ſuperior knowledge, which increaſes its 0d1t- 
ouſneſs and demerit. The Gore a perſon knows, the 
more he mult ſee of the importance of ri; ghibopinels ; 
and, tnerefore, the more enable if he deviates 
from it: fach a pert ion mat be more depraved, and ne 


mult expoſe himielf to a more fevers phnimment, in 


proportion as he {ins more againſt light and cyaviction, 
Every man will find that the want of reaſon is much 
better than reaſon abuſed; and to live and dis the. 
pooreſt ideot, is more deſirable than to poſſeſs know» 
ledge, without applying it to the practice of virtue, 

How great and henourab!l? are thoſe, who are as 
much diſtinguiſhed by the excellence of their lives, and 
ſweerneſs of their tempers, as by the brightneſs of their 
parts, and the ſuperiority of their anderſtanding, 
What an bondur and dignity knowledge, when attend- 


ed with virtuous practices, beitows on a character! As 


there is nothing more monſtrous than a bad heart, join- 
ed to a head adorned with knowledge, io there is no- 
thing more excellent than the contrary. A lite regula» 
ted by piety and virtue, united to an unde: {tanding im- 


proved by ſcience; ſuperior talents of judgment and 


learning, directed by candour, benevolence and good- 
neſs; this includes all that is noble and reſpectable ina 
character. 

Practice, united to knowledge, capacitates part Cue, 
larly for uſefulneſs in the world. There is no ſuch or- 
nament to religion, as the man who employs his knows 
ledge to do good, and lives agreeably to the light and 
dickates of a well-informed jadgment! ſoch a perſon 

2 | has 
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has the greateſt ſatisfaction within himſelf: be has, in 
his own mind, an inexhauſtible fund of joy and plea- 
ſure: he is free from thoſe reproaches of conſcience by 
which thoſe who know what is right without doing it 
muſt be tormented. A perſon whoſe actions are at va- 


riance with his judgment, mult bz the ſeat of conſtant 


tumult and vexation, The juſter ſentiments are, the 
more exteniive his knowledge, ſo much the more muſt 
he be the object of his own abhorrence, But a perſon 
who has an enlightened mind, and at the ſame time 
acts uprighily, and is conſcious of obeying the dictates 
of his reaſon, is the more happy in proportion as he 
ſees more of the light of truth, and is better inſtructed 
38 his duty. 

You ſee, fir, what ſtrong motives we 3 to endes. 
vour to accompany our knowledge with practice. 1 
have already told you that knowledge with practice 1s 
much worſe than vain and inſignificant. -Iy-is a bane 


ard a curſe: it renders thoſe who poſſeſs it more deſpi- 


cable and vile: in encreaſes guilt, and will enflame 


our future reckoning, and fink us into the deepeſt 


miſery, Let theſe arguments, my dear tir, teach you 
to apply your learning above all things to practice; we 
ought indeed to endeavour to encreate our knowledge. 
Tuis properly improved is very cefirable and important; 
but T am ſhewing you a more excellent way. 

Defire knowledge, but deſire it in order to practice. 
Deſire knowledge, but turn your main zeal towards re- 
al goodneſs, Id is this alone can render you lovely and 
reſpeftable, lt is ths alone that can fave you from fu- 
ture condemnation, and bring you toeverlaſting happi- 
neſs, The practice of virtue is the proper buſineſs of 


life: it was for this we were ſtationed in the preſent 


world, and not ſo much for any of the purpoles of ſpe» 
culation and lieterary improvement, The only ſcience 
worth purſuing with anxiety, is that which leads tothe 

amendment of the heart, and helps us to eftabliſh our 
ſouls in purity and tranquility. 
If God gives es knowledge enough for this, we need 
not be very ſorry for our ignorance in other reſpects. It 
is, without doubt, extremely defirable to be . 
7 at + 
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in of knowledge; nor can any perſon of liberal ſentiments 
a- avoid wiſhing, he was better ſatisfied than he 1s on ma- 
y ny points of ſpeculation. A thirit after knowledge is a 
it noble and excellent principle; and we cannot cheriſh it 
22 too much, if we take care to keep it in a proper ſub. 
at | ordination to a thiiſt after moral improvement, We 
be ſhould, however, a ways remember, that in the preſent 
it world we cannot hope to bave this principle gratified. 
n He that applies himſelf now to the practice of moral 
1e virtue, ſhall have all the knowledge te wiſhes for in 
es another (tate; but he that negleRs this now, and. 
le whoſe knowledge leaves him a ſlave to brutal paſſions, 
d is more wretched than can be imagined; be mult fall 


a ſacrifice to divine juſtice, and bis knowledge end in 
* ſhame and ruin, 


[ It is but litile we are capable of knowing i in this life: 

is we are at preſent neceſſarily in a _ilate of great igno- 
E trance: we are obliged to content ourſelves in number. 
1. leſs inſtances, with conjeQures inſtead of knowledge, 
e and to fit down in doubt and daikneſs with reſpect to. 
ſt ſuobjects, which we cannot help longing to be better 
u acquainted with, Would you acquire real knowledge? 
2 Would you have all your preſent doubts reſolved? 


Would you become acquainted with the conſtitution of 


a nature, the wiſdom, providence, and wonders Of the 
creation? Would yoo exchange this ſtate of da kneſs 
„ and ignorance, for the regions of light and glory? | 
TY Then apply yourſelf to the practice of knowledge. 
4 Be virtuous now, and .ycu may be happy hereafter, 4 
« Jam, dear fir, your moſt fincere friend, | 
f . 5 , 
R L. E TT ER CES. 
4 The young Gentleman's Anſwer. 1 
: 31 R, f 
55 EN thouſand thanks to my worthy tutor, and ſe- | 
cond parent, for his kind inſtrudions. You firit ; 
1 taught me to form a prayer, and now you have initruct- f 
£ ed me how to reduce my knowledge to prattice, Your 
5 oe came to me at a * 3 juncture; I had 
L 5 been 
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been converſing with ſome of my fellow ſtudents con- 
cerning the utility of ſtudying hiſtory, One repreſent- 
ed it as dull and inſipid; another as only ſuited for an 
idle perſon, who was ſo mean as to deſpiſe the Beau 
Mende. For my own part, I am very diffident in deci- 
ding dogmatically on an affair of any importance, ei- 
ther real apparent. But as | would not chuſe to ſpend 
my time in idleneſs, ſo neither would I negle@ an op- 
portunity of acquiring the knowledge of ſuch ſciences 
as can either enlarge the powers of the human mind, 

or become uſeful in common life. I know that we are 
liable to be ſwayed by a great number of prejudices, 
and being well convinced of the depravity of human 
nature, I am glad to ſeek for inſtruction wherever I 
can find it, but much more ſo from you. I ſhall there- 
fore trouble you with the following queries, vis. 

I. Is the ſtudy of hiſtory neceſſary, and if ſo, what 
are the benefits ariſing frem it;? 

II. Whether it is moſt proper to begin with the Sa- 
cred, the Greek, or Roman hiſtories, or thoſe of our 
oon Country ? 

III. Is biography a part of hiſtory, or what are its 
concomitants? 

As your knowledge can only be exceeded by your 
humanity, 1 doubt not but you will favour me with 
your anſwers to the above, and | do aſſure you I ſhal! 
abide by your directions. Let me alſo beg that you 
will be pleaſed to mention in your next, which are the 
moſt proper authors to be peruſed in the above ſtudies. 
There is ſuch a variety of writers, that the utmoſt ex- 
tent of human life will not admit of time to peruſe 
them. In ſuch a wilderneſs, it is no wonder, if I look 
for a guide, Your ip/e dixit ſhall, on 0 occaſions, be 
the rule of my conduct; and fo far a: I obtain your ap- 
probation, 1 ſhall confider myſelf in the way of duty, 


I am, fir, your's with gratitude, &c. 


ka, 


LE T. 
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ET TER CK 
The Clergyman's Anſwer, 


_My dear Sir, | 
Received your letter, and am * that Lam in ſome. 
meaſure able to comply with your requeſt, having 
ſpent many years in the ſtudy of hiſtory. To attend 
unto the events of Providence, to warch the ſtream of | 
time, and obſerve its various revolutions, is an exerciſe 
as uſeful as it is pleaſing. If we neglect it we loſe the 


nobleſt employment of the hpman underſtanding, we 
light the beſt friend of virtue, and deſpiſe the moſt 
faithful advocate for the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, 


Hiſtory preſents us with a view of the conduct of our 
fellow-creatures in every age and nation, By it we 
are led into the ſecrets of princes thouſands of years 
ago; we learn what were the cauſes that the once fa- 
mous Perhan empire became io eaſy a prey to a handful 
of Greeks under the command of that illuſtrious mur- 


derer Alexander; and why Julius Cziar, a ſervant of 


the republic of Rome, ſhould be able to trample on the 
rights of his fellow-ciuzens, Butabove all, by tracing 

effects up to their original cauſes, we ſee and are con- 
vinced of the wiſdom, equity, and beauty of the Di- 
vine Providence, and with the patriarch of old ſay, 
4 This hath God done.“ For example, when we con- 
der the effects of the Grecian conqueſts in Aſia diffu- 
ſed amongſt thoſe people the knowledge of the Greek 
language, and the Roman conqueſts on the other hand 
made the Latin as well known; at firſt ſight this may 
appear a trifling obſervation; but in reality it was at- 
tended with very beneficial conſequences to mankind, 

At the time of Chriſt's appearance, tne Roman empire 
extended over the greateſt part of the then known 
world; and abſtracting from a few dialects, the greateſt 
and moſt general body of the people ſpake only two 
languages. This, in a great meaſure, facilitated the 
Propagation of chriſtianity, and the glad tidings of the 
goſpel were heard through all lands. Hiſtory, like eve- 


other {cience, becomes uſctul according tothe man- 
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ner in which we read it. A chronological ſeries of 
fats may fatisfy an idle cutioſity, but the thinking 
perſon will deduce rational inferences from every ma- 
terial occurrence. A bare narrative of facts is like the 
materials uſed in buildings, but it is only the ſkilful 
architect who can complete tne edifice — The mind 
may be ſtored with facts, while it is altogether unin- 
formed. Voltaire has juſtly obſerved, that it is of lit- 
tle concern to us when a tyrant was ſlain by his injuted 
ſubjects, and a revolution happened, unleſs we learn 
at the ſame time what were the cauſes from which thoſe 
effects flowed. There are three ways in which hiſtory 
ought always to be read, viz, Firſt, in a ſhort abiiraQt; 
ſecond, in a more enlarged manner; and, laſtly, in a 
judicious abridgement to refreſh the memory. Hiſtory 
has likewiſe three inſeparable companions, chronology, 
geography, and logic. —Chronology marks out to us 
the ſtages of our journey; geography points out to us 
the bounds of that country through which we are tra- 

velling, and logic enables us to form a right judgment 
of men and their actions. There is not any body of 
men, to whom hiſtory is not uſeful. Would you enter 
into the church, you would find it abſolutely neceſſaty. 
For how ſhould they be able to underitand the different 
hereſies, or the cauſes which produced them, unieſg 
they are well acquainted with eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, ooh 
ancient and modern. 

The phyſician cannot underſtand the nature of that 
ſcience which he profeſſes, unleſs he is converſant with 
hiſtory; and it is well known, that law 15 inſeparably 
connected with it, The ſenator can never aiicharge his 
dutyas the repreſentative of the people, un eſs he knows 
the hiſtory, laws, and conſtitution of che country where- 
in he lives. By it the ſoldier is fired with emulation, 
when he reflects on the character of Xecgopnon and Epa- 
minondzs, and would wiſh, in ſome meaſure, to ſhare of 
their glory. Theſe are a few of the advantages ailing 
from the ſtudy of ſtiſtory; and this, I hope, may ſerve 
as an anſwer to your firſt query, I ſhall conlider the 


other two in the next, and am | 
Your ſincere friend, 


LET: 
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LETTER CX!, 
From the ſame. 
4 1:8, | 


Come now to conſider your ſecond queſtion, namely, 
Whether. we ſhould begin the ſtudy of hiſtory by 


reading the ſacred oracles, or the records of our own 


country? I anſwer, that it is one thing to read hiſtory; 
another to ſtudy it. It is well known that we are made 


acquainted with the contents of our Bible, before we 


are able to judge for ourſelves, It is one of the firſt 
books put into our hande, and indeed all that is authen- 
tic in ſacred hiſtory is to be met with in that book, I 
ſhall not heſitate one moment in declaring that you 
ought to begin the ſtudy of hiſtory with that of your 
own country. How fooliſh muſt that gentleman ap- 


pear, who having made the tour of Europe, and acqui- 


red perfect knowiedge of the laws and conſtitutions of 
foreign nations, returns home ignorant of his own. It 


is like one whois maſter of all knowledge, but at the 
ſame time ignorant of himſelf, Oa a ſubje& of fo 


much importance, I intend to be a: explicit as poſſible; 


and whilſt Jam recommending the hiſtory of your own 
country, I ſhall lay down the ſame plan which I follow- 
ed when engaged in that delightful ftudy; and not on- 


ly that, but even hiſtory in general. Brhain will 
make a very diſtinguiſhing figure in the annals of time, 
as long as human literature is culcivated in the world, 


There is not one action celebrated amoagſt the Greeks 
and Romans that remains unequalled in Britain; and 


whilſt we admire the diſintereſtedneſs of Themiſtocles, 


the humanity of Epaminondas, the wiſdom of Numa 


Pompilius, and the valour of Cæſar, we find them all 
equalled in Caractacus, Alfred, Talbot, and Marlbo- 
rough, beſides thouſands more. There is not an art 
or ſcience which was known to the antients that has not 
heen carried to its higheſt perfection in England; and 
the laws, thoſe ſacred ſecurities of lives and properties, 
are a thouſand times ſupericr to any ſyſtem ever deviſed 
by the Greeks or Romans. 7 | 


The 
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The hiſtory of Britain 1s naturally divided into the 
following parts. I. Its ſtate at the arrival of Julius 
Cæſar, and the different improvements made here 
whillt we were ſubject to the Romans. In this period 
we are to be ſolely directed by the claflic authors, as 
the molt antient Britiſh writer is Gildas, Sho lived at 
the time the Romans left this iſland. Here we cannot 
help reflecting on the havock made by time of antient 
monuments, Without doubt there were many val ua- 
ble writers in Britain during that period, but they have 
been long irrecoverably loſt. 


2. Under the Saxons, until the arrival of William 
the Norman, This is a very important period, as the 
fundamental principles of our conſtitution were then 
firit formed, which, to uſe tne words ef a nobler au- 
thor, is the glory of this, and the envy of all other 
European nations.“ We are happy in a variety of wrt- 
ters during this period; even the great Alfred himſelf 
was one; but they may ail be ſummed up 1n the Saxon 
chronicle. 

3. From the Norman conqueſt till the firſt union of 
both kingdoms under James I. Here we find the con- 
ſtitution nnderwent a variety of changes. There was 
a continual irupgle betwixt tyranny on the one hand, 
and a predominant love of liberty on the other, Many 
of our princes endeavoured to trample on thoſe laws by 
which their conduct was bounded; but their defigns 
were happily fruſtrated, and thev general) periſh. in 
the attempt. In this period we find popery raiſed to 
its utmoſt height, and by a wonderful interpoſition of 
divine Providence the whole fabrick is thrown down, 
and chriſtianity reſtored to its primitive purity, The 
darkneſs which had ſo long overſpread the human mind, 
Was gradually diſpelled by the invention of printing, 
and the arts and ſciences brought to a perfection un- 
known to the antients. | 


4. From the acceſſion of James I. to the preſent 
time. The nearer we approach o the times wherein 
we live, hiſtory becomes fo much the more important. 


Ia the itudy of antient hiſtory we often wander by why 
ark, 
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dark, without even moon-light to guide us; we are 
bewildered 1n uncertainty, and ſcarce know how to 
form rational conj:Aures; but as we approach nearer 
to our times, light bieaks in upon us, and we ſce 


things in their genuine colours: ſuch is the preſent 


period I am now writing of, It is full of great events, 
and ought to be well attended to by every one who 
would deſire to make a projer uſe of biſtory, yea by 
every freeborn ſubject in Britain, In this period we 
find the ſame ſtruggle for liberty, in oppoſition to the 
deſigns of weak infatuated princes, One king is 
brought to the ſcaffold by his own ſubjects, and ano- 
ther is driven from the ſeat of ſovereignty, and forced 
to ſeek refuge in another nation. hr 


There is ſomething very remarkable in the care which 


: Providence has always had of Britiſh liberty, The 
neighbouring naticns around us were once as free as 


ourſelves, but they have gradually become flaves to 
deſpotic tyrants; whereas every attempt to overthrow 


the laws of England, has proved fatal to all concerned 


in it, and freedom has been even enlarged in conſe» 
quence of the plots laid for its deftrufticn, Theſe are 


only a few of the outlines of this important period. 


To deſcend to particulars | muſt refer you to the hiſto- 
ry itſelf. The hiftories of England have, of late 
years, been io multiplied, that the term of human 
life is not ſufficient to go over them. You will have 
occaſion to peruſe ſeveral; but, afterall, as the occur- 
rences are ſo various and different, it will be proper to 


have an epitome or abſtract of the whole in order to 


refer to, and refreſh your memory occaſionally. The 
beſt I know for this purpoſe is Egerton's Hiſtory of 
England, in Verſe. In my next I ſhall finiſh the plan 
which J have laid down for your ſtudying the hiſtory of 
other nations and am, 


Your fincere friend, 


LET. 
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EA ORE OX: 


Fron the ſame. 
. 


\ \ FITHOUT conſidering your queſtion concern- 


ing biography, I ſhall go on with the plan 
propoſed; I mean the hiſtory of other nations. After 
you have proceeded in the manner I have already 
pointed out, and acquired a tolerable knowledge of 
your own country, I would adviſe you to begin with 
the moſt antient, I mean the Jews. This is a very 
important ſubject. as to them were the cracles of God 
committed, It is true, that the moſt authentic part of 
their hiſtory is to be found in the Old Teſtament; but 
great lights are thrown on the more obſcure paſſages by 
Joſephus, Having proceeded ſo far, it will be necel- 


ſary to peruſe the whole in one continued natrative, 


where the hiſtory is preſented to you in one continued 
ſeries of facts. And here I am happy in having it in 
my power to recommend to your peruſal the beſt book 
ever yet publiſhed on that ſubject, I mean Kimpton's 
Hiſtory of the Holy Bible. $i, 
In reading the hiſtory of Antient Greece you will be 


led into the knowledge of that of the Perſians, Greek 


writers are models for all ſucceding ages to copy after: 
they may be imitated, but cannot be excelled. 

The next in order of time is that of the Romans, 
which is full of as great events as ever happened on the 
theatre of this world. Here we ſee a band of lawleſs 
robbers, aſſembling together in a wood on the banks of 
the Tiber, and after raviſhing their neighbours daugh- 
ter, gradually extending their conqueſts over the ſtate: 
around them, The great republic of Carthage is obli - 
ged to ſubmit to their yoke, They extend their con - 
queſts to the eaſt as far as Arabia; to the ſouth into the 
deſarts of Libya, and northward into the middle of 
Britain, They were at laſt ſo filled with pride, as to 
boaſt that the ſun roſe and ſet in their dominions. But 


there is nothing permanent in this world, for as the 


poet ſays, 
All human things are ſubjeR to decay,” 


The 


authors of voyages and travels, &c. 
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The ſame enormous empire which had been ſo long in 
forming, is ſwallowed up in its own greatneſs, and ior 
ſome ages paſt nothing has been left of it but the name. 
The body became too unweildy for the head, and thoſe 
barbarians whom the Romans had never been able to 


ſubdue, poured in upon them, and ſeized their terri- 


tories, which they had long ruled with a rod of iron. 
But this did not happen till they had fulfilled the de- 
ſigns of Providence, and performed what the all-wiſe 
governor of the world had appointed, This is beauti= 


fully expreited by the prophet Daniel, when he re pre- 


ſents the great king Nebuchadnezzar ſaying, * He 
% doeth according to his will in the armies of Heaven, 
e and amongſt the inhabitants of the earth, and none 
* can ſtay his hand.” After you have peruſed the 
Roman claſſics, you will be greatly aſſiſted by reading 
Mr. Hook's, and Dr. Goldſmith's hiſtories of that ce- 
lebrated republic. 

The next part of hiſtory which alete your attention, 
is the conſtitution, manners, and laws of thoſe nations 
who overthrew the Roman empire, and eſtabliſhed fo- 
vereignty On its ruins, 

In order to form a right notion of America, it will 
be neceſſary to conſider the ſtate of navigation before 
Columbus lived, — In forming a right judgment of 
thoſe things, it will be neceſſary to peruſe the beſt 
For that reaion 
you mult have recourſe to a Jadicious Syſtem of Geo- 
graphy, where every thing necefary to be known is in- 
ſerted; the lateſt and beſt of which is Bankes's, and 
t heartily recemmend it to your peruſal, There you 
will find the Fee of navigation and commerce from 
the molt early period down to the preſent time. 

Laſt of all, concerning biography, 1 anſwer, that 
it is a part of hiſtory, and likewiſe ought to be ſtudi- 
ed; but not till you have read the accounts of nations 
iN general. General hiſtory preſents us with a view of 
the public conduct of great men. The one preſents us 

with a repreſentation of things in general, the other 
leads us into a minuze detail of Particulats. Thus, 


H 
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it, I have laid before you the ſame plan which I uſed 
myſelf when I firſt undertook the ſtudy of hiſtory. 
You will find this method as beneficial as any yet 
Pointed out by the moſt learned, in either antient or 
modern times. I ſhall leave the whole to your conſi- 
deration, and doubt not but you will improve it to 
your own advantage. 
T am, dear fir, Your aFeQionate well- wiſher, 


— 


L E.T. TER CXHLE 


From 2 | young Woman to a Lady, with whom ſbe bad 
far meriy lived as a Companion, 


Madam, 


T HE precipitate manner in whieh I left your fami- 
ly, may ſeem inconſiſtent with the great tender- 
neſs you always treated me with, To remove, theres 
tore, every imputation of ingratitude, I embrace this 
ürll opportunity of appearing in my own vindication, 
although for your iake, Iam ſorry to deſcend to parti» 
culars, eſpecially to mention names. But my repus« 
tation, which is dearer to me than life iiſelf, is at 
{take, and as a woman, I doubt not but you will bear 
with me. 

When I firſt e came into your ſervice, 1 was determin- 
ed to act in ſuch a manner as not to give any offence 
to the meaneſt of your domeſtics; well knowing that 
£906 natureand affability always procure reſpect; and 

appeal to every perſon of your family, whether my 
conduct was not conſiſtent with my plan. In this 
manner I remained, enjoying an uninterrupted ſtate of 
felicity for ſome time. I obeyed your commands with 
alacrity; and even ſervitude became a pleaſure. But 
this was too happy a ſtate to laſt long without interrup- 
tion, But I ſcarce know how to proceed, Whilſt I 
am vindicating my own conduct to my moſt generous 
benefactteſs, I am obliged to impeach thai of her 
deareſt and molt beloved relation. 

When 


8 "© 
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When your ſon Sir George returned from the univer. 
ſity, where he had been finiſhing his ſtadies, I had no 
thoughts that he would ever bave mace an attempt on 
my virtue. But alas! I was wretchedly deceived, He 
had only been a few days at home, when he Jaid ho!d 
of every opportunity of being in my company, At 
firſt 1 did not take any notice, as I had not the leaſt 


ſuſpicion of his intentions. But 1 was ſoon convincec 


of my error, When he told me, that in conſequence of 
my proſtituting myſelf to bis unlawful pleaſure, he 
would make me a handſome ſettlement. This, ma- 
dam, was a u ſtrong temptation, but bleſſed be God 
who preſerved me innocent, You have often told me, 
that young women ought to flee from tyery appearance 
of fin; and if ſo, how great was my necetlity of avoids 
ing the evil? Had I laid ſnates to intrap your ſon tor 


a huſband, it might have deſttoved your own peace of 


mind, and been confidered as a diſhonour to your fa- 
mily, Had I ſubmitted to his unlawful deſites, 1 
ſhouid have forfeited every title to reſpect in the world, 


and highly offended that God who has graciouſly pre- 


{ſerved me hitherto. He became more and more aſſid u- 
ous, till for his, for your? s, and for my own ſake, I 


Was obliged toretire in, a: filent a manner as poſſible. 


I am now at the houſe of a diſtant relation in Mill. 
bank, who takes in plain work, where I hope your 
ladyſhip will be pleaſed to ſend my cloaths. With re- 
ſpect to wages, you know! always left that to your 
own diſcretion, and your humanity exceeded my ut- 
moſt expectations. Therefore I again leave that mat- 
ter to yourſelf, Let me beg, that if you mention this 
prhappy affair to the young gentleman, it may be with 
your uſual tenderneſs. I would willingly impute his 


folly to the irregulatities of youthful paſſion, rather 


than to any premeditated ſcheme. And doubt not 
when reaſon reaſſumes her throne in his heart, he will 
be ſorry that ever he attempted to ruin one Who was 
icarce worthy of his notice. 
I am, madam, With gratitude and reſpec, 
Your affeRionate wellewiſher, 
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The Lady's Anfaver. 


Dear Betty, 


HILST I lament the conduct of my unkap- 

V\ py child, 1 lift up my eyes with thankfulneis 
to that pracious Being who has preſerved you from ru- 
in. You was left an orphan under my care; and when 
J firſt took you into my family, it was with a deſign to 
promote your intereſt, Bleſſed be God, that the pre- 
cepts which | endeavoured to inftil into your tender 
mind, has ſs far operated on your conduct. Your 
behaviour in that u happy fair ougut to be laid down 
as Aa pattern for all young woman io copy after, —if 
they would either be reſpeRed in this world, or enjoy 
happineſs in the next. I have juſt been reading your 
letter to my ſon, and he was filled with the utmoſt 
ſame and confuſion, The truth of your narrative 
forced his conſcience to meke a genuine confeſſion of 
his guilt; and unleſs I judge with the partiality of a 
me cher, he is really a ſincete penitent. I laid open to 
him the nature of his crime, and its aggravating Cirs 
cumſtances, ariſing from the cb.igations Which his ele- 
vated rank ſubjected him to, to be an T e of vir- 
tue to thoſe in a lower ſphere of life, I told him, that 
however trifling ſuch actions might appear in the eyes 
of his praceleſs companions, vet there was a God who 
beheld his inmoſt thoughts, and would reward or pu- 
niſh him according to his merits, He declares himſelf 
fully ſenſible of his ſoliy, and ſays he is determined ne- 

er to attempt any ſuch thing for the future. The 
bearer will deliver your cloaths, together with a bank 
bil! of an hundred pounds, Be affared of my conſtant 
aſiltance; and may that God who has preſerved you in 
loch imminent danger, be your continual comfort in 
time and eternity! | 
J am, your fincere well-wiſher, 


1B To 
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From a Gentleman on hit Travels abroad to bis Friend in 
London, on aroitrary Power, and Popiſh Superſtition. 


Dear Sir, 

Tie now above two years ſince I left England; and 

if ] have not been pleaſed, I had at leaſt many op- 
portunities of acquiring knowledge, You know when 
we parted | told you my principal deſign was to en- 
quire whether the ſubjects of thoſe countiies through 
which I was to paſs were more happy in reſpect to their 
lives, and enjoyment of their property, than thoſe of 
Great-Britain? Or ſecond, whether virtue was more 
conſpicuous in the conduct of thoſe people than in our 


own at home? With reſpe& to the firft, I need not be- 


fitate one moment in declaring, that the meaneſt ſub- 
ject in England, or any part of the Britiſh dominions, 
enjoys more real liberty than a Spaniſh grandee, or a 
peer of France. But what I have chiefly in view, is 
the caſe of the middling and lower ranks of people. 
You are well acquainted with the forms of proceſs in 
the Engliſh courts, both in criminal and civil cauſes, 
All matters of law are determined in open court by the 
judges, who are reſponſible for their conduct to the 
people; and all facts are determined by the verdict of 
twelve men, ſtrangers to both parties, and hindered 


from ſpeaking with any perfon during the trial, How 


different is the caſe here and in the other countries 
through which 1 have travelled? When a perſon is in- 
jured in his property, he commences a ſuit at a great. 
expence, and after a long train of pleadings on both 
ſides, the determination both of law and fact is left to 


the judge, who may poſſibly be biaſſed in favour of 


one party, or, which is ſtill worſe, may be corrupted. 


But in criminal e the unhappy defendans 
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Jabours under ſtill more deplorable circumſtances, 
When a man is apprehended on ſuſpicion of murder, 
or any other capital offence, he is immediately ſhut up 
a cloſe priſoner, and the witneſſes againſt him are ex- 
2mined, not wiva were, but perhaps a mile diltant, 
and their evidence written at large in a journal kept 
for the purpoſe, All this is done, and even the judg- 
ment agreed on by the court, whilit the priſoner is 
confined in a durgeon. The witneſſes are ordered to 
attend on another day, when the priſoner is brought 
into couit; the evidence is read to him, and thus, for 
the firſt time, he knows who are his accuſers. He is 
then aſked if he is guilty of the facts ſworn againſt him: 
if he confeſſes, he receives judgment of death; but if 
he denies the whole, or any part, he 1s immediately 
Put to the torture, where, perhaps, by the extremity 
of pain, he may be forced to confeſs crimes he never 
committed, and afterwards ſuffer death. Again, the 
property of individuals may be ſeized by an arbitrary 
_ tyrant, to reward the iniquity of a favourite, or grati- 
fy the ambition of a miſtreſs. Happy England, where 
the cottager is as ſecure in the enjoyment of the truits 
of his honeſt induſtry, as the prince in the poſſeſſion of 
his revenues on the throne! | | 

I come now to ſpeak of their religion, which tri- 
umphs with as much rigour over the mind and conſci- 
ence, as the civil power over the body, Religion has 
been juſtly defined, A dedication of the whole man 
to the will of God.“ But popery, ſo far from anſwer- 
ing the above deſcription, ſeems to be a flaviſh ſub- 
miſſion to the diQtates of idle uſeleſs prieſts, who rule 
the conſciences of the vulper, and bend them to what- 
ever purpoſe they pleaſe. And indeed there is no 
great wonder, when we confider that auricular confeſ- 
hon puts them in poſſeſſion of every family ſecret in 
their pa;iſhes. I am already ſufficiently tired with the 
fight of their follies. The accounts which you have 
read af the Inquiſition are far from being exagg-rated, 
Iintend to return in an Engliſh veſſel bound ror Mar- 
ſeilles, and from thence haſten to England, —1 ſhail ex- 
pect a letter from you, to be left with my banker at 
Paris, and remain Your's wry EM 
LUET 
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LETTER CXVL 
His Friend's Anſever, 


My dear Friend, | 
OUR account of the civil and religious tyranny 
* under which the people groan in foreign nations, 
together with the progrels of D-;ſm, exhibits to our 
view a melancholy picture of human nature, Your 
deſcription reminds me of that beautiful paſſage in 
Addiſon's letters from Italy, where ne iays, 


They ſtarve in midſt of nature's bounty curt, 
And in the loaded vineyard die for thirſt. 


Theſe people once enjoyed the ſame privileges as 
ourſelves, and poſſibly that time may not be far diſtant 
when we may be as abject ſlaves as they. However 
diſagreeable ſome things may have been to you on 
your travels, yet I congratulate you on the happineſs 
of being abſent from England in theſe times of public 
diverſions. Never was our Saviour's words more 
plainly verified in this country than at preſent, when 
there is ſcarce one family, wherein the moſt viclent 
diſſentions have not happened. An author of no 
mean rank has aſſerted, that if ever Engliſh liberty 
is deſtroyed, it mult ariſe from the people tnemleives; 
and, that if ever the people ſhould become jzalous 
of the conduct of their repreſentatives in parliament, 
and thoſe jealoufies are well founded, they will ſoon. 
throw themſelves into the arms ci arbitialy power, 


They'll fly from petty tyrants to the throne, 
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Virtue and unanimity have at all times preſerved li. 
berty; vice and diſcord have always procured its ruin. 
At preſent there is an univerſal diſcontent among nine- 
tenths of the people. The majority of the people, not 
only complain of the conduct of the miniſtry, but have 
even gone ſo far as to impeach the conduct of the houſe 
of commons, Theſe complaints are at preſent carried 
to an extraordinary height; and where they will end 
God only knows. For my own part, I often reflect on 
It with ſorrow, as I am afraid it muſt at laſt prove fa. 
tal to our excellent conſtitution, and involve us in thoſe 
miſeries to which the people of other nations are ſub- 
ject. 

If I go into a coffee bouſe, the firſt thing J hear is a 
political diſpute concerning the conduct of the miniſ- 
try; and when I happen to be invited ro dine at the 
houſe of a friend, all ſocial converſe 1s deſtroyed, and 
the pleaſure I ofed formerly to enjoy on ſuch occaſions 
is loſt in violent altercations amongſt the neareſt rela- 
tions. I am far from condemning all ranks of people. 
There are many worthy perſons, who can view the 
conduct of each party with impartiality, and ſee the 
faults on both ſides.” They can ſee, that the miniſtry | 
have not enough conſidered themſelves the ſervants of 
the people, and on many occaſions abuſed the confi- 
dence of their Sovereign. On the other hand, they 
think that the people have carried their jealoufizs to 
an unreaſonable height, and inſiſted on the Prince ex- 
erting a branch of the regal authority, which in the 
end might prove fatal to themſelves, Such is the ſtate 
of affairs at preſent in this once happy country; I ſhall 
therefore, being tired with the ſubjcet, imitate your 
example, and put an end to this letter. Hoping to 
ice you ſoon, 8 I am your's fincerely, 


LET- 
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LETTER CxVviI. 


From a young Gentlemen, ſettled in one of the Inns of 
Cour , to a Clergyman in the Country. 


Pew: Sir, 


Promiſed to write to you as toon as I was ſettled in 

this place, I have now nrocured a good ſet of 
chambers, and am determine! to proſecute my ſtudies 
with the greateſt afiduity. The pious care you always 
took in my education, whilſt l remained in your family $ 
will, I hope, never be forgotten, but continue to ope- 
rate on the whole of my conduct in life. I am ſenſible 
that my ſituatioen in London ſnbjects me to a great va- 
riety of temptations, and erefore ſtand as much in 
need of your advice as ever. l am obliged by the rules 
of the ſociety to dine in common with the other ſtu- 
cents during the term; and am forry to ſav, that the 
greateſt part of them are not only ignorant of the Drir.- 
ciples of our holy teligioa, but alſo g ereatly corrupted 
in their morals, | The city itſelf, as weil as the ſub- 
urbs, preſents us daily with. ſuch tricks and im poſi- 
tions on the unwary, that few would believe the ac- 
counts of them unleſs they were really eye witneſſes. 


Tf I walk through ſome ſtreets in the evening, I am 


every minute accoſted bythe moſt abandoned proſtitutes, 
If I go into other parts, I am well off if I eſcape with 
my handkerchief or pocket-bock. Nay, fo hackneyed 
are thoſe unaappy wietches in the paths of iniquity, 
that they even commit thoſe crimes in the face of open 
day, and in the moſt public thoroughfares; and ſo 
dextrous are they in the myſtery of their profeſſion, 
that the moit cautious can ſcarce. eſcape their ſnares. 
If I take a walk into the Park, I am not able to diſtin- 
guifh betwixt peers, ſharpers, and French barbers; 


and if I ſpend an evening in the playhouſe, I am obli- 


ged to leave my waich at my chambers, let I ſhould 
be 
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be under the neceſſity of purchaſing another in the 
morning. You have often told me, that it is the du- 
ty of every man to remain contented with his fituation 
and circumſtances in that ſtation wherein: Providence 
has placed him; and that the temptations with which 
we are ſurrounded, ought to be conſidered as fo many 
motives to duty and watchfulneſs. That the more 
vigilant we are in watching againſt temptations to vice, 
tne greater will our reward be hereafter, For my own 
part, my preſent reſolution is to appiy myſelf with the 
greateſt diligence to my ſtudies, and aſſociate myſelf 
with as few (ſtrangers as poſſible, But as I am well 
convinced of the frailty of human nature, and the va- 
nity of our moſt virtuous reſolution, I muſt ſtill beg to 
hear from you as often as is convenient. Your inſtruc- 
tions were always as pleaüng as uſeful when 1 was pre- 
ſeat with you, and will be much more fo now that 1 
am removed ſo far diſtant. I ſhall not trouble you with 
any more at this time, but ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your's, in love, gratitude, and ſincerity, 
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LETTER CXVIII. 


The Anſwer, 
Dear Sir, 

HAT tutor is certaialy unworthy of being in- 
truſted with the care of youth, who is not equal- 
ly concerned for the purity of their morals, as he is for 
the proficiency they make in their ſtudies, When 1 
conſider your letter, filled with ſo many juſt remarks 
on the preat depravity of human nature, I rejoice that 
my care of your morals has not been yet rendered ulc- 
Teſs, When I read your account cf the many impoſi- 
tions practiſed on the fimple and unwary in London, 
together with the many temptations virtue is daily ſu: - 
rounded with, J am ſorry it is not in my power to 
point cut the different methods uſed by theſe miſcreants 
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to debauch innocence, and propagate viz. J have often 


told you that I never was in London, and con ſequent- 
ly a ſtranger to all you have mentioned. All I can ſay 
is, that it muſt be your continual care to keep in mind 
thoſe divine precepts of our holy religion, where God 
has declared, that he will puniſh or rewatd, in propor- 
tion to the degree of knowledge whereof we are poſe 
ſeſſed. It is an awful confideration to read thoſe words 
of our Lord, To thoſe to whom much is given, 
from them much will be required,” | 
But, fir, you are now entered on the ſtudy of a pro- 
ſeſſion, which, though honourable and uſeful, yet the 
generality of people have conſidered 2s a real myſtery of 
iniquity, and that as ſoon as a gentleman enters on the 
profeſſion of the law, he ſhakes off all regard to moral 
obligations, and 1s equally anxious of being employed 
as an agent, whether the cauſe be good or bad, This 
may be ſometimes (and perhaps too often) true; but 
then it ov2kt to be conſidered, that it is not the pro- 
feſſion itſelf, but only the abuſe of it that occaſions ſuch 
complaints. There is not one profeſſion in the world 
exempted from it; and ever ſince there was a Judas in 
Chriſt's family, there have been hypocrites in bis 
church. — The law has had both its Hale and Jefferies, 


am convinced, that you may be as honeſt a man, and 


25 pious a Chriſtian, at the bar or on ihe bench, as if 
you were in the pulpit. 
It was rematkable of the great earl of Clarendon, 


- that when he preſided in the Court of Chancery, bis 


decrees were ſo equitable, that no appeal was ever 
made from his deciſions; and the following anecdote 
may, in ſome meaſure, elucidate the reaſons ſor his 
integrity in ſuch iniquitous times. 

Whilſt he was ſolicitor-general in the reign of 
Charles I. he went, during the long vacation, tc vifit 
his aged father in the country, and being walking to- 
gether one day in the garden, the old gentleman ad- 
dreſſed his ſon in the following manner. Son, you are 
now advanced to the higheſt eminence at the bar, and 
may one time or oiber preſide on he bench; I have 

deen 
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been often told, that gentlemen of your profeſſion arc 
as ready to engage in a bad as in a good cauſe; but be 
aſſured that if ever, in order to aggrandize yourſelf, 
you ſhould become an advocate for deſpotiſm, at the 
expence of the liberty of your country, you may, Iike 
Sampſon of old, lay hold of the pillars, and demoliſh 
the fabric; but you will periſh under the ruins. Ns 
ſooner had he uttered theſe woids, than he dropped 
down in a fit of apoplexv, and expired immediately. 
This is ſaid to have had ſuch an effect on the ſon, that 
he was determined ever after to act conſiſtently with 
the dictates of his conſcience. Biſhop Buraec tells us, 
that when his father was at the bar, he conſtantly ob- 
ſerved the following reles: 

Firſt, Never to undertake a cauſe that he knew to 
be bad. 

Secondly, Never to deny to plead for thoſe who were 
unable to pay bim. And, 

Thiraly, Never to aſk any fee from a clergyman 
when he ſued in the right cf his benefice. 

The great Sir Maithew Hale tells us, that his prof. 
perity in ſecular affairs during the week, ſucceeded in 
proportion to his attention to religious duties on the 
Sunday. His lordſhip was as great an ornament to 
Chriſtianity as he was an honour to the law. Such ex- 
amples as | bave mentioned, cannot fail, { think, to flir 
you up to emulation, and one day or other you may be 
advanced to the higheſt ſeats in the courts of judicature, 
Let me beg to hear fiom you as often as is conſiſtent 
with your other avecations; and in the mean time con- 
tinue to perſevere in the ſame courſe of virtue you have 
begun. Virtue is its own reward, and you will at laſt 
be convinced, that her ways are ways of pleaſani- 
neis, and all her paths are peace,” 


I am, dear fir, Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


were 
man 


proſ- 
ed in 
N the 
nt to 
ch ex- 
to fiir 
lay be 
ature. 
Hitent 
e con- 
u have 
at lat 
2alani 


ſher, 


— * 
L * 


LETTERS on FRIENDSHIP, &c, 133 
LETTER CXIX. 


From a young Merchant to an aged Gentleman, formerly of 
the ſame Profeſſion, but now retired from Buſineſs. 


© Honoured Sir, 


OUR generoſity in ſending me inſtructions during 
my apprenticeſhip, will ever remain a laſting proof 
of that innate goodneſs for which you have been long 


juſtly celebrated, and likewiſe encourages me to trou- 


ble you for advice how to conduct myſelf, ſo as to ſup- 
port my credit in the world, now I am entered upon 
buſineſs. Your long and extenſive knowledge of mer- 
cantile affairs, gives a ſanction to every thing you ſay, 
and your goodneſs of heart encourages the unexperi- 
enced to addreſs themſelves to you with cheat fulneſs. 
I] have been now about two years in buſineſs, and al. 
though my ſucceſs has been equal to my expectations, 
yet there are ſuch a variety of failures daily in ths 
city, that I am every day thinking my own name may 


be that week in the Gazette. I ſhould not be much 


ſurprized, were all to become bankrupts who are of 
abandoned characters, as I do not fee how any leſs can 
he expected. You know, fir, that aſſiduity and regu- 
larity are qualifications indiſpenſably neceſſary to the 


merchant ; ſo that it muſt appear morally im poſſible 


for the man to proſper in trade, whoſe time is ſpent in 
diſſipation and idleneſs, if not (which too often hap. 
pens) in debauchery, When J hear of ſuch failing in 
their payments, I am no ways ſurprized ; but when 
great numbers of thoſe apparently in aMuent circum- 
ſtances, and the faireſt characters, daily fail, I am 
juſtly alarmed, and my fears continue to incicaſe in 
proportion to their numbers, 3 

I would not chuſe to judge raſhly, much leſs uncha- 
ritably of any man; although I muſt confeſs | am very 
much ſhocked when | hear that a commiſſion of bank 
rupicy is awarded againſt 8 {uppoled worth thou- 


ſands, 
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ſands, and not ſufficient left to pay five ſhillings in the 
pound. I am filled with horror on account of my own 

ſituation, and led to believe, that there is a latent curſe 
attending merchantile affairs, which the preateſt pru- 
dence can neither ſee nor prevent. I am ſenſible, that 
the perſon to whom Iam writing knows the above to 
be true. Your long acquaintance with the fluctuat- 
3ng ſtate of merchandize procures reſpett, and gives a 
ſanction to every thing you ſay: But, as far as I am 
able to learn, thoſe failings in the mercantile world 
are more frequent now than when you was engaged in 
trade. 1 am not ambitious of acquiring riches, my 
whole deſire is, to obtain a peaceable poſſeſſion of the 
comforts of life, to do juſtice to every ove with whom 
T have any dealings, and to live and die an honeſt man, 
Such, fir, is the plan I have laid down for.my future 
conduct in life: but alas! it will require the aſſiſtance 
1 of all my friends to enable me to execute it with a be- 
| coming propriety, Let me therefore beg your advice 
In an affair of ſo much importance, and whatever you 
dictate ſhall be the invatiable rule of my conduct, 
whilſt the thanks of a grateful heart ſhall be continu- 

ily returned for fo benevolent an action. | 
un ſir, &c. 
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LEP TER en. 
The Anſwer. 


t 

FI can form any judgment of the integrity of your 

actions, and the purity of your intentions from ihe 
contents of the letter now before me, I ſhould not heſi- 
tate one moment in delaring, taatit is almoſt impoffi— 
ble your name will ever appear in the Gazette under 
the diſagteeable circumllances you have mentioned ; 
for how is it pofhble 10 ſuppoſe, han the man who keeps 
a regular account of his proceedings, his loſs and gain, 
ſhould not know whether bis ci: cumllances ate aflluent 
or diſtteſſed? And whatever you may think of thoſe 
merchants who have often failed, although reputed af- 


fluent, yet if you had attended to their examination be- 


fore the commiſſioners, | believe you would have great 


reaſon to alter your opinion, I ſpeak concerning 


bankruptcies in general; for there are ſome ur. forcſeen 
accidents, which even the greateſt prudence cannot pre- 


vent. But theſe are extraordinary caſes, and ſeldom 


happen, If you examine minutely into the nature of 


thoſe cauſes which generally occaſion bankruptcies, you 


weill find them ariſing from ſomething with which you 
are ſtill dnacquainted. Iſhall endeavour to point out a 
few, and ſubmir to your own judgment whether I am 
miſtaken cr not, And the firti is generally a careleſs 


) attention to buſineſs the not keeping regular accounts, 
and a more earneſt deſire after public entertainmenis, 


than aſſiduiiy to buſineſs cn the Change. Mercantile 
affairs require a clear and ſolid judgment, and it is mo- 
rally impoflible for that man to proſper in trade, whoſe 
mind is continually engaged ia the purſuit of things 
foreign to, and wholly unconnected with that ſtation in 


which Providence has placed him.. It 1s a contradiction 
in terms. Afﬀiduity always procures reſpeR, and ge- 


rally inſures tucceſs, Another cauſe of the many 
failures in the-mercantile world, is the vanity of thoſe 


in trade, living above their circumſtances. This vice 1: 


al preſca; 0 predominant among ike ciuzens, and its 
M2 conſe- 
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conſequences ſo fatal, that one would almoſt imagine 


the people were Jabouring under ſme penal infatua- 


tion . rmerly the citizens of London were ciſtinguiſh- 
ed a reruliar manner for this gravity ; the *Change 
and the Coſtem-houſe were the only plac es they fre- 
quert2d when they went from home, But now the 
face of affairs is changed, and thoſe places where their 
predecefſors acquired firtunes, are 3 as too 
los and vulgar for them to be feen at. Nay, fo far 
havethey carried their exiravagance, that all dillintions 
are in a manner confounde and the wife of a tradef- 

man is hardly known from the lady of a peer. Diſſi pa- 
tion, extravapante and even debauchery, have taken 
place of activity, prudence. and frugality; that inſtead 
of acquſ ng independent fortunes, and reriting from 
boſin: fs with credit andlho eit in their advanced years, 

we firſi ſee their names in 1:34 Gozette, and the remain- 
der of their lives is either ſgent ina priſon, or they are 
Jeſt to ſtruggle through the world without credit, un- 
der the odious appellation of a Lankruvt. The laſt 
cauſe I would mention is naturally the effect of others; 
] mean, a deſperate attempt to repair ab ken fortune 


by engarving tco deeply at gaming in tie Alley This 


practice has been attended with ſuch perniciou: conſe- 
quences, that the children unborn Will become real ſufe 
ferers throuph the madneſs of their infatuated parents. 
When thoſe who have waſted their ſubſtance in riotous 
living, are awakened by a feeling ſenie of their ap- 
preaching ſhame and miſery, they generally muſter up 
all they can procure, and at one ſtroke ventute it all in 
the Alley, where, if one is ſucceſsful, molt commonly 
twenty are ruined, What TI have now told you is the 
reſult of long experience, and 1 Covbt not but you will 
find too glaring proofs of it. It now remains, that [ 
ſhould in compliance with your requeſt, pcint out ſome 
rules to be obſerved, in order to carry on buſineſs, both 
with credit, honour, and profit. But I know of no 
metnod more proper than to act diametrically oppoſite 
to the conduct of tnoſe Already mentioned, 


ta to be wiſe hy others harm, 
And you ſhall do full well, 
Nevez 


* hd * * 
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Never leave that undone till to-morrow that can be 


performed to day. 


Never truit that to either a friend or a ſervant which 
can be done by yourlelf, 


Keep an account of every day's expence, and once at 


leaſt every week compare your debt with your credit. 
Be not over anxious in acquiring riches, Trade is 


ſolid, but flow ; and experience has long ſince cor- 
vinced me, that thoſe who are over-haſly in acquiring 
riches, moſt commonly fail in their attempts, and ſoon 
find themſelves real beggats. But, above all, remem- 
ber, that in vain do we rite ſoon, or fit up late, ur- 
leſs our labours are crowned with divine bleſſings.” 1 
leave theſe things to your conſideration, and am 
With 25855 ſincerity, 
Your e 


mel — ic 


"LETTER CXXL 


From a Gentleman of decayed Circum ſſances in the Couns - 


try, to another lately returned from the Eft Indies, 18 
commending his Son to bis Protection. 


$1.R, 


Was greatly pleaſed to hear of your arrival, bot ; 
much more ſo, that you had acquired an ample for- 


tune. You knew me, when my circumſtances were not 
only eaſy, but likewiſe affluent; and you alfo know 
that, at that time, I was glad of every opportunity of 
aſſiſting my friends, But alas ! | am now in a quite 
different ſituation. By the loſs of a ſhip from Jamaica, 
I was obliged to flop payment, and give up al to my 
creditors, who have generouſly allowed me a ſma!l an- 
nuity for my ſubſiſtence. When taat fatal event took 
place, I retired into the country, with my wife and 


children, and my time has ſince been ſpent in ſuper- 


intending their education. The bearer, my eldeſt ſon, 
is juſt twenty, and is very deſirous of going to the 
Eaſt-Indies ; but my circumſtances are ſuch, that it is 
not in my power to give him any afliflagce, nor in- 
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deed do I know in what manner to proceed in an affair 
of ſo much importance. The friendſhip which ſub- 
ſiſted betwixt us before you left England, gives me 
ſome encouragement. to hope, that your elevation to 
affluence and grandeur will not make any alteration in 
your ſentiments concerning benevolence, notwithſtand- 
ing the depreſſed ſituation to which J am reduced. I 
rather think that my preſent diſtreſſed circumſtances 
will plead more powerfully in favour of the youth, 
than if he was ſopported even by the recommendation 
of the whole body of directors. I have given him an 
education perhaps beyond my circumſtances, and ſuit - 
able, I hope, to any ſituation in the mercantile world. 
His morals, ſo far as I know, are pure, and I doubt 
not his conduct will give ſatisfaction; if therefore you 
will be pleaſed, either to take him under your own di- 
rection, or inſtruct me in what manner to proceed, in 
order to promote his intereſt, you will thereby confer 
a laſting obligation on an indulgent, though afflictec 
parent, and it ſhall be acknowledged with gratitude to 
the lateſt period of my exiſtence. | 
J am, fir, rs, 
Your very humble ſervant, 


* 
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LETTER CXXIL 
The Anfaver. 


Dear Sir, | | 
WHE: read your affecting letter, I ſcarce knew 
whether t was more prieved to hear of your 
diſtrefled circumſtances, or filled with fhame that I had 
been three months in England, and never enquired for 
1 one who had not only treated me with humanity, but 
| even aſſiſted me in making my firſt voyage to the Indies. 
a Your houſe was an aſylum to me when I was utterly 
_ deſtitute, and I ſhould confider myſelf as an object of 
the utmoſt abhorrence, if I hefitated one moment in 
complying with your requell, relating to the amiable 
youth who brought me the letter, Baß in what tight 
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muſt I confider myſelf, where my gratitude to the beſt 


of men confined to ſuch a favour as would coſt me ne- 


thing, or what I would grant even to a ſtranger! No 
fir, I am ſenſible of benefits received, and ſhould con- 
ſider myſelf as a mean abject wretch, if I did not ac. 


knowledge them with gratitude, I havejult been with 


your ſon to the directors, and he is engaged as a writer 
at Bengal, If the climate agrees with his conſtitution, 
there is no great fear but he will ſoon acquire a conſi- 
derable fortune. For which purpoſe I have depoſited, 
in the hands of the ſurcargo, five hundred pounds for 


his uſe, which you know 1s more than I had when 1 


firſt embarked for that part of the world. Bat ſtill I. 
ſhould confider myſelf as acting very partially, if whilſt 
I am making proviſion for the ſon, 1 ſhould forget his. 
aged parents. The ſhips for India don't ſail till nexc 


March, ſo that your ſon will have at leaſt three months 
to remain with you before he embarks, He ſets oft. 


With the coach to-morrow, and I have intruſted him 
with ſomething for your immediate uſe, Tintend call. 


ing to ſpend a few days with you next month, and be 
aſſured that nothing in my power ſhall be wanting to 


make your life as agreeable as poſſible, I have not ſo 
far forgot the principles of a virtuous education, as to 
look with indifference on the various diſpenſations of 
Providence How irue is that ſaying of the wiſe man. 


« The race is not to the {wifr, nor the battle to the 


ſtrong!'' As human wiſdom cannot diſcern the pro- 


greſs to earthly grandeur, ſo man's prudence is not 


always able to guard againſt calamitous events. LI am 


therefore determined not to place any confidence in 
"riches, but only conſider myſeif as the ſteward of that 


all-bounciful God from whom JI nave received them, 


This 1s my fixed reſolution, and 1 hope no allorement 


Ahatever ſhall tiempi me to deviate from it. 


lam, dear fir, 


Your ſincere friend, 


LET. 


4 
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LETTER CXXIT. 


From a Clergyman in the Country, to a Lady in London, 
on the Death of a valuable Friend. 


Madam, | | 

EATH, that king of terror, having pierced with 

his fatal ſhaft the heart of the generous Pollio, I 

went to par my laſt duties to my deceaſed friend; but 
who can deſcribe that torrent of ſorrow which over- 
whelmed my breait, on my arrival at the houſe of 
mcourniny! He had juſt compleated an ample and com- 
modious ſeat, but was not permitted to ſpend one joy- 
ful hour under iis roof. His gardens were planted with 
the choiceit fruits, and decorated in the moſt graceful 
manner; but their maiter is gone don to the valley of 
the ſhadow of death. Since death is the portion of eve- 
ry individual, we ſhould engrave the thought 1n the 
molt legible charecters, on tie tablets of our memories. 
We ſee our neighbours fall, we turn pale at the ſhock, 
and feel a trembling dread. No ſooner are they remov- 
ed from our fi2ht, but driven in the whirl of buſineſs, 
or lulled in the languors of pleaſure, we forget Provi- 
dence, and neglect its errand, The imprefſion made 
on our unſtable minds, is like the trace of an arrow 
through the penetrated air, or the path cf the keel 1n 
ſurrowed waves, Did we reflect ſeriouſly on the num- 
berleſs diſaſters, ſuch as no human prudence can fore- 
ſee, nor the greateſt care prevent, that lie in wait to 
accompliſh our doom, we would be obliged to look 
upon ourſelves as tenants at will, and liable to be diſ- 
poſſciTed of our carthly tabernacle at a moment's warn- 
ing. The laſt enemy has not only unnumbered ave- 
nues for his approach, but even holds his fortreſs in the 
ſeat of our life. The crimſon fluid which diſtributes 
health, is imptegnated with the ſeeds of death. Some 
unforeſeen impediment may obſtruct its paſſage, or 
ſome unknown violence may divert its courſe; in either 
of which caſes it acts the part of a poiſonous draught cr 
a deadly wound, The partition which ſeparates time 
from eternity, is nothing more than the breath of our 
nolitrils, and the tranſi.ion may be made in the leaſt 


particle of time, „ II 
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If weexamine the records of mortality, we ſhall find 


the memor1als of a mixed multitude reſting together, 


Without any regard to rank or ſeniority. None are 


ambitious of the uppermuſt rooms, er chief ſeats in the 
manſions of the dead. None entertain fond and eager 
expectations of being honourably greeted in their dark» 
ſome cells. The man of ears and exp eriefce, reputed 
as an Oracle in his generation, is content to lie down 
at the feet of the babe. Ia this common receptacle, 
the malter is equ3liy accommoda ed with his ſervant. 
The poor indig-oi lies as ſoftly as the moſt opulent 
po ſſeſſor. All the diſtinction that ſubſilts, is a graſſy 
bine. k bound with oſiers, or a ſepulchral {tone orna- 
mented with imagerve 
Why then ſhouid we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir about 
ſuperiority and precedence, when the next remove will 
reduce us all to a flate of equal meanneſs? Why ſhould 


we exalt ourſelves and debaſe be ſince we muſt all 


one day lie upon a common level? We mult all be 
blended together in ihe ſame common duſt, Here per- 


ſons of contrary intereſts, and different ſentiments, 


lleep together, Death having laid his hands on the 


contending parties, and brought all their differences 


to an amicable concluſion, 

Eternity! heware our boldeit, our ſtrongeſt thoughts, 
loſt and overwhelmed in thee! Who can ſet land-marks 
to limit thy dimenſions, or find plummets to fathom 
thy depths? What numbers can ſtate, what lines can 
guage the lenprths and breadths of eternity! Myſterious, 
mighty exiſtence! When ages numerous as the bloom 
of ſpring, increaſed by the herbage of the ſummer, 
both augmented by the leaves of autumn, and all mul. 
tiplied by the drops of rain, which drown the winter 


ten thouſand more han can be repielented by any 


ſimilitude, or imagined by any conception, are all re» 
volved in eternity, —vaſt, boundleſs eternity! After all 


thoſe numerous ages are explied, eternity 1s only be 


ginning to begin. 
I am, madan, 
Your ſincere, though afflicted friend, 


L E T- 
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LETTER -CXXIV. 


From a Gentleman to his Fr fend, on Happim 


Dear Sir, | 
T ſeems to be the fate of man to ſeck all his con- 
ſolations in futurity, The time preſent is very ſel- 
dom able to fill deſire or imagination with immediate 
enjoyment, and we are therefore forced to ſupply. the 
deficienices by recollection or anticipation. 

Every one ſo often experiences the fallaciouſneſs of 
hope, and the inconveniences of teaching bimſelf to 
expect what a thouſand accidents may preclude, that, 
when time has abated the confidence with which youth 


ruſhes out to take poſſeſſion of the world, we naturally 


endeavour or wiſh, at lealt, to find entertainment in 


the review of life, and to repoſe upon real facts, and 


certain experience. 


But ſo full is the world of calamity, that every 0 


of pleaſure is polluted, and tranquility diſturbed. 
When time has ſupplied us with events ſufficient to em- 
ploy our thoughts, it has mingled them with ſo many 
diſaſters and afflictions, that we ſhrink from the remem- 
brance of them, dread their intruſion on our minds, 
end fly from them to company and diverſion, 

No man that has paſt the middle point of life, can 
fit down to feaſt upon the pleaſures of youth, without 
finding the banquet imbittered by the cup of ſorrow, 


Many days of harmleſs frolic, and many nights of ho- 


neſt feilivity will recur; he may revive the memory of 
many lucky accidents, or plealing extravagancies; or, 
ii he has engaged in ſcenes of action, and been ac- 
quainted with affairs of difficulty and viciſhtudes of 
fortune, may enjoy the nobler pleaſure of looking bac 

upon ditieſs firmly ſupperted, upon danger reſolutely 
encountered, and upon oppreſſion artfully defeated. 
/Eneas very properly comiorts his companions, when, 


after the horrors of a ſtorm, they have landed on air 


unknown and deſolate country, with. the. hope that 
theic miſeries will, at ſome dilkaat period, be recount- 


ed with delight, There are, perhaps, few higher 
| gratifications 
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pratifications than that of reflection on evils ſurmount- 

ed, when they were not incurred by our own fault, 

and neither reproach us with cowardice or guilt, 
But this kind of felicity is always abated by the re- 


flection, that they with whom we ſhould be moſt plea- 


ied to ſhare it, are now in the grave. A ſew years 
make ſuch havock amongſt the human race, that we 
ſoon ſee ourſelves deprived of thoſe with whom we en- 
tered the world. The man of enterprize, when he has 


recounted his adventures, is forced, at the cloſe ef the 


narration, to pay a ſigh to the memory of thoſe who 
contributed to his ſucceſs; and he that has ſpent his 
life among the payer part of mankind, has quickly his 
remembrance ſtored with the remarks and repartees of 


wits, wheſe ſprightlineſs and merriment are now loſt in 


perpetual filence, The trader, whoſe induſtry has 
ſupplied the want of inheritance, when he fits down to 
enjoy his fortune, repines in ſolitary plenty, and la- 
ments the abſence of thoſe companions with whom he 
had planned out amuſements for his latter year:; and 


the ſcholar, whoſe merit, after a long ſeries of efforts, 


raiſes him from obſcurity, looks round in vain from his 
exalted ſtate, for his old friends, to be witneſſes of his 
long-ſought-for afluence, and to partake of his bounty. 
Such is the imperfection of all human happineſs ; 
and every period of life is obliged to borrow its enjoy» 
ments from the time to come. In youth we have no- 
thing paſt to entertain us; and in age wederive nothin. 
from the retroſpect but fruitleſs ſorrow, The loſs of 
our friends and companions impreſſes hourly upon us 
the neceſſity of our own departure, We find that all 
our ſchemes are quickly at an end, and that we muſt 


lie down in the grave with the forgotten multitude of 
former ages, and yield our places to others, who, like 


us, ſhall be driven awhile by hope or fear about the 
ſurface of the earth, and then, like us, be loſt in the 

ſhade of death. 
Beyond this termination of our corporeal exiſtence, 
we are therefore obliged toextend our hopes, and every 
man indulges his imagination with ſomething which is 
not to happen till he has loſt the power of percviving it. 
04 as me 
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Some amuſe themſelves with entails and ſettlements, 
provide for the encteaſe and perpetvation of families 
and honours, end contrive to obviate he diſſipation of 
fortunes, which it has been the whole buſineſs of tneir 
| lives to accumulate. Others, more efined and exalted, 
congratulate their own hearts upon the future extent of 
their reputation, the laſting fame of their performances, 
the reverence of diſtant nations, and the gratitude of 
unprejudiced poſterity. | CE. 
It is not, therefore, from this world, that any ray of 
comfort can proceed to chear the gloom of the laſt hour, 
But futurity has ſtill its proſpects; there is yet happi- 
neſs in reſerve ſufficient to ſupport us under every af- 
fiction. Hope is the chief bleſſing of man, and that 
hope only is rational, which we are certain cannot de- 
ceive. us | Jam, ſir, &c. 


1 


LETTER -CXXV. 


From his Friend, in Anſwer, concerning the Immortality 


My dear Friend, | | 
HE picture you have drawn of human nature i; 
too true to be denied. and what you have ſaid of 
the impoſſibility of enjoying r-al happineſs in this life, 
has led me to conſider that pleaſing ſubject, the immor- 
tality of the ſoul. 535 
The ſoul has been treated of by many philoſophers: 
ſeveral have pretended to define it, ſome to deſcribe its 
ſubſtance, and, in a word, many have atr«e mpted tc ſay 
what it really is in itſelf. For my part, | fa' ly tenounce 
every attempt to explain either its nature or connection 
with the body: I am content with my confidence, that 
J have a reaſonable faculty within myſel!, of which, 
together with my viſible body, 1am compoſed and con- 
ſtituted. It muſt be allowed, that through all the 
Parts of nature there appears a moſt benevolent inten- 
tion in the providence of God for man's preſervation 
and comfort. The earth and waters adminiſtring to 
his food and raiment, animals of various kinds are 
| | ne 5 preſerved. 
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rreferved for bim in due ſeaſon, as we every day expe- 
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rience, But theſe pleaſures are bat of a fabordinate 
degree; he enjoys fomething of a _ more ſuolime na- 
ture, his power of contemplating on the goodacſs of. 


his Maker in thecreatiion of all the einige which renders. 


him cehrovs of ſome hing above and beyond them all. 
Can it theretore be ſuggeſted, that beings capable of 
the molt refined contemplations on the works of the 
creation; beings capabie of being moved and affeRed 

even to an inex xpreſſible © egree of pleaſure, by the com- 
bincd harmonies of ſound; beings capable of increaſing 
and advancing their knowiedge 2 and ſpeculation in all 
things, even to their laſt moments; beings capable of 
e ig notions which no part of their mortal frame 
can poſſibly convey to their underſtanding, ne in which 


no inſtrumental influence can nave any ſhare beings 


that are never ſatisfied in ſearching after ath through 


all the winding labyrinths and ridden teceſſes Of nature; 


I lay, can it be imagined, that ſuch taings ſhould be 
deprived of all exiſtence, in the mialt of cheſe growing 
!peculations „ which can have no origin but what is truly 
divine? Its iuineſs muſt be in hereafrer. Our very 
imagination reaches to eternity, 
be {aid by the moſt obſtinate atheiſt, or Our on dgubts 
can deviſe, Hope is a conſtant inſiin& which inſpires 
men with a defire of finding ſome better ſtate, and is a 
ſure preſage of futu:ity; not could any man on earth 
be poſſeſſed of it, if that ſtate were not certain, no more 
than he could ſhrink at committing a wicked act, if 
there were no power within himſelf that is to live here- 
aiter. Another ſtrong proof of the immortality of the 
foul flows from the infallible gcodneſs and joſtice of the 
Divine Being; for if ic were not immortal, and ever 
conſcious of good and evil done in this life, that good- 


neſs and juſtice would be liable to be called in queſtion. 


This notion hay often confounded foe of the vieateſt 
philoſophers, and is at the fame time one of the greateſt 
confiderations to prove a future ſtate, when entered 
upon with deliberation. Can we heſitate to believe 
the immortality of tne foul, when we ſee how the moſt 
abandoned miicreants live and proſper in afluence uf 
fortune, FRO it with a high hand againſt their 

N neighbaurss 


in ſpite of all that can 
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neighbours, diſtreſſing all in their power, enjoying and 


rioting on the ſubſtance of widows and orphais, and, at 
laſt, going to the grave unpuniſhed; wnilit the innocent 
and virtuous {vfter a ſeries of afflictions and miſeries, by 
the means of thete powerful tyrants, all their lives, 
and, at length, he down in the duſt wronged and unte- 
dreſſed in this life? If then there be not an neccafter 
for the {oe}, and if it be not conſciou: of pait good and 
evil, where is the juſtice, where 1s the goodneſs, wnere 


js the mercy, where is the benevolence in giving being 


to mankind, for no other end but to ſuffer pains and 


miſery at the hands of another? And what but parti- 
ality, which js 1njulitice in itſelf, would have ordered 


ſufferings like theſe for ſome, and a power of tyran- 
nizing to others, for the ſhort date of tne life of man 
here, were there no puniſhment for the unjuſt and baſe, 
no happineſs for the virtuous and injured hereafcer? 
This is a conſideration dreadful in its very effence, if 
Jullice was no where to enſue. But who can behold the 
beauties of all the parts of the creation? Who can ſee 
himſelf and know he exiſts, and at the ſame time ob- 
ſerve not only the careful proviſion made for him, but 
alſo the numberleſs methods of propagating and preſerv- 
ing them for his uſe, without knowing, at the ſame 
time, that they were created for him as well as the ty. 
rant who deptives him of them; and the avaricious, 
who'abuſes the good things of this life by denying them 
not only to others, but even to himſelf, I ſay who can 
be ſenſible of theſe things, who obſerve this divine im- 
partiality, and doubt of future rewards for the virtuous, 
and future puniſhments for the wicked? For millions 


of evil deeds are unpuniſhed, and as many wrongs done 


without reſtitution in this life; and, therefore, though 
a wicked man may eſcape puniſhment in this life, it is 
impoſſible he ſhould even ſhun the juſtice of that divine 
Jaw, which neceſſarily points out, that ſocial virtues 
and benevolence ſhuuld be the reciprocal commerce be- 
tween man and man, during his ſhort ſtay here, and 
that under the ſevereſt reſtrictions and penalties, Where 
then mult the unerring juilice of tne Divine Being take 
place? It not on this nde the grave, it mult certain!) 

| bel 


be after the ſoul is ſeparated from the body. 
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Such, my 
dear friend, are my thoughts on that moſt important 
ſubject, and I Jeave them with with you as a teitjmony 
of my unfeigned affection. I am, fir, 


Your's in the greatelt aff cton, 


— 


'LKET.T ER .CXXVi. 
From a Gentleman, to his Friend, concerning Prejudice. 


$1 -R, 


Was lately in 1 company with ſeveral gen lemen, and 
1 as the converſation turned upon a varicty of ſubjects, 
was much ſurprized to find every one prejudiced to 
his own favourite opinion, without being able to afſipn 
a reaſon why they could fo hailily take upon themſelves 


to dogmatize with ſo much aſſurance. 


Among the varicus errors, into which 54208 nature 
is liable to fall, chere ate ſome which people of a true 
undcerſianding are perfectly ſenfible of in themſelves, 
yet either wanting a ſtrengia of reſolution to break 
through what, by long cuſtom, has become habitual, 


or being of too indolent a teinper to endeavour an alter- 


ation, fill perſiſt to act in contradiction to the dictates 
of even their own reaſon and judgment. What we call 
prejudice, or prepoſſeſſion, is certainly that which ſtands 
foremoſt in the rank of ſervility, Jt is the great ring- 
leader of almoſt all the miſtakes we are guilty of, whe- 
ther in the ſentiments of our hearts, or the onde of 
our actions. As milk is the firſt nouriſhmeat of the 
body, ſo prejudice 1s the firſt thing given to the mind 


to feed upon, —No ſooner does the thinking faculty be- 


gin to ſhew itſelf than prejudice mingles with it, and 
ſpoils its operations; whatever we are either taught, 
or happen of ourſelves to like or diſlike, we, for the 
moſt part, continue to applaud or condeinn to our life's 
end. So difficult it is to eradicate, in age, thoſe ſen- 
timents imbibed in our youth. 

It is this fatal propenſity which binds, as it were, car 
reaſon in chains, and will not ſuffer it to look abroad, 
or exert any of its powers: hence are Cur conceptions 
bounded ; —our notions meanly narrow;-our ideae, for 
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the moſt part unjuſt; and our judgment ſhamefully led 
aſtray. The brighteſt rays of truth in vain ſhine upon 
our minds, when prejudice has ſhut our eyes again 
chem. We are even rendered by it wholly incapable of 
examining any thing, and take all upon truſt that it 
preſents us. This not only makes as liable to be guilty 
of injv®ice, ill nature, and ill manners to others, ai 
alſo inſenſible of what is owing to ourſelves; we run 
with all ovr might from a real and ſubſtantial good, and 
court an emp? name, a mere nothing. We miſtake 


znfamy for renown, and ruin for advantage: in ſhort, 
where a ſtrong prejudice prevails, all is ſure to go amiſs. 


What I would be underſiood to mean, by the word 
Prejudice, is not that liking, or difliking, which na- 
turally ariſes on the fight of any new object preſented 
to us, As, for example, we may happen to fall into 


the compary of two perſon; equally deſerving, and 
equally ſtrangers to us, and with neither of whom we 


either have, or expect to have, the leaſt concern: yet 
ſhall we have. in ſpite of us, and witkovt being. able 
to give any reaſon for it, greater good wiſhe for the 
one than the other, . Bat this is occaſioned by that ſym- 
pathy which natnre has implanted in all created beings, 

This, therefore, is what we call ſancy, and very much 


different from prejudice, which, indeed enters chiefly 


through the ears. When our notions of perſons or 
things, which we of ourſelves no nothing of, are gui. 
ded, and our approbation, or diſapprobation of them 
excited merely by wha: we are told, and which after. 
wards we refuſe to be convinced is falſe, then it is that 
we may be ſaid to be governed by that ſ-ttled prepoſ- 
ſeſſion ſo dangerous to the world, and to our charaQters, 
intereſt and happineſs; for the other is light, volatile, 
and of little conſequence. 

To avoid being led away by ſuch a dangerous error, 
we ſhould take nothing upon trult, but all upon trial. 
Whether in the ſtudy of the arts, or in our enquiries 
concerning religion, politics, or any thingelie, we {houid 
{it down with a determined reſolution to hear impartial- 


ly both ſides, and to be directed by that which our rea- 


{on molt approves. Had not ſome great perſons diveited 
themſelves of as we had never been favoured 
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with all thoſe valuable improvements in experimental 
philcſophy, mace in late years in different parts of Eu- 
rope. After all, it 15noeaſy metter to diveſt ourſelves 
of acquired prejudices; and it is a melancholy reflection, 
that part of our years are ſpent in acquiring ſuch fatal 
notions, that there is ſcarce time left to eradica:e them 
So from the lime we firit begin to know, 
We live and lea;n, yet not the wiſer grow; 
But he who truth from falſhood would diſcern, 
Moſt firſt diſtobe the mind, and all unlcarn; 
To diſpoſſeſs the child the mortal lives, | 
Ard death approaches e're the man arrives; 
Thus truth lies hid, and este we can explore 
The glitiering gem, our fleeting life is o'er, 
EK „„ PRIOR» 
Jam, fir, your ſincere friend, 


LETTER CXXVI. 
T he four following Letters are on ſubjedts of the utmoſt Im- 


Importance. 


— 


F 


From à Gentleman lately entered upon Houſe-hething, to 4 
| 8 Friend, | 


FF we reflect on the nature of the human ſpecies, we 


ſhall be convinced that all mankind were originally 
deſigned by the great Creator for ſocial creature:, For 
can we imagine that man, above al: other animals, is 
born the moſt indigent, helpleſs, and abject? Our mu- 
tual dependance on each other is, therefore, one of the 
firſt things we ſhould know, and be convinced of; and, 
conſequently, we ought to aid and relieve one another, 
and promote the happineſs of every individual, as far as 
is conliftent with truth, and the dictates of right reaſon, 


Can we ſuppoſe, that the Supreme Being beſtowed upon 


us the wonderful faculty of expreſſing and communie 
cating to others our ideas by founds, for no purpoſe? Is 


it reaſonable to think that man ought to live in ſolitude. 
and expect happineſs only from himſelf? In other parts 
of the creation, the wiſdom of Providence has done no- 


thing in vain, The uſe of words was not given us to 
conyerſe with brates, for they neither underſtand nor 
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return them. It is therefore evident, they were deſign. 
ed for the mutual intercourle of the human ſpecies, Be. 
ſides, the ſame paſſions are common to all men; love 
and hatred, hope and fear, pleaſure and pain, are the 
ſame in every individual, Who adds conformable to his 
nature. This likeneſs in our deſires muſt neceſſarily 
attract us, and create in us ſuch an eſteem for each 
other, that nothing but vanatural diſpoſitions, or the 
greateſt corruption, can diſſolve. Let us ſuppoſe a man 
baniſhed into che remoteſt wilderneſs, without the com- 
merce, the company, or the friendſhip of his fellow. 
beings; how diſmal muft his condition be! He may, 
perhaps, find means to continu? his extfience by taking 
ſuch animals as the deſert affords, and by gathering 
ſuch fruits and veietables as the earth ſpontaneouſl, 
yields; but his liſe muſt be a continuel ſcene of horror 
and deſpair; no friend to converie With; no mortal to 
defend him from the ravenous jaws of the . Inka. 
bitants of the foreſt; no payfician to adminiſter the ſa- 
Tut ay productions of nature, len pain and ficknet: 
make their approach. In ſhore, he would be fo far 
om arriving at happineſs, that he would ſcarce deſire. 
o ſupport tis exiſtsnce, ang even court the king 0 
ter ots tO terminate at once, his ſorrows wich his life, 
Since choice, 25 well as neceflity and COnVen! . 
ſhould incuce all men to unite and form ſocieties, it 
t:e incifperfivle duty of every individual to become 4 
wiciul member, and contribute all in his power to pre- 
mote tte happineſs of the whole. In order to this, be- 
fore we embark in any action, we ſhould refle& on ihe 
conſequences which mult naturally Bow from it by ima- 
2:3102 it io haie been already done by another; and 
we ſhell immedlatelh be able to judge of the modes of 
_ pleaſure or pain it will give to cotliers, from the manner 
of iis 2 ffecting on:ſelves, Toa reaſonable being, no- 
thing brings pain but vice, or pleaſure but virtue. This 
precaumion muſt tend to promote benevolence, friend- 
ſnip, and honeſty among mankind; whereas the not ob- 
ſerving it, ſubjects us to the tyranny of our paſſions, to 
oratity which, men frequently become faithleſs, cruel, 
aimoneſt, and tal terdus. We are convinced, that men 
mul 


n 
{t 


_ 


LETTERS on FRIENDSHI?, &c. 151 


muſt live in ſocieties, and, in order to live happy, it is 
evident they muſt be virtuous, ſince nothing elie in our 
power can mutually ſecure us; human beings are ſo 
circumitanced, that they ſhould love, aſſiſt, and proteer 
each other. The great end of our being is happinels; 
it cannot be ſuppoſed, that the omnipatent Author of 
nature intended any being ſhou!d inevitably be miſera- 
ble. Human happineſs is always proportional to the 
perception we have of ideas or things: that is, the 
{ame object may give a higher degree of happineſs to 
one perſon than to another; but no degree of human 
happineſs can ſubſiſt without ſociety; men, therefore, 
enter into focieties for the mutual happineſs of eacn 
other; and that every individual ſhould enjoy the ad- 
vantages reſulting from ſuch an union, by regulating 
all human actions by ſome Randard or law. In child 
hood the laws of action naturally low from the modes 
of pleaſure and pain, which ſenſible objects impreſs on 
their tender organs. Thoſe of men funcamenta)ly 
ariſe from the foriner, but with this difference, that 


the reaſoning faculty, now grown {trong by experience, 


determines theſe things to be good or evil, in the ſame 
manner, in which we before athrmed this, or that, to 
be -pleaſure or pain, Hence it is evident, that the 
ſpring of action is the tame, boch in the mind and in 
the body; for that which is evi: to the mind, is by the 
{ame rule, painful to ine body; and that which is 


truly pleaſing to the body, is allo good to tne mind, 


It is therefore evident, that ihe ideas of good and evil 
are naturally evident to the mind, by the atfiltance of 
reaſon, The very laws of property may be examined 
by theſe firlt prigciples of pieature and pain. While 
we are infants, we are ſuij.ct to the law of our lenſes; | 
when we ale men, to that of our re:z{:r. Ard, there- 
fore, unleſs we abandon reaton, thg cna acteriitic of our 


nature, we mult regulate our ation. by her precepts. 


Tnough man has a freedom of wi:l, he is not, on 
that account, lawlets, and at liberty to commit what 
outrages or violence his viciuus appe tes luggeit, The 
will, as well as the appelites, are ihe ſervants of rea* 
ſon, and thoulo be governed by her, as the 15 by her 


own laws; we may, therefore, raczunally cunclude, 


that 
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that men ſhould live in perpetual obedience to ſome 


law: and, as the law of reaſon is the molt ſuitable to 
human nature, it is conſequently the moſt e 
The immutable will of the ſepreme Being is a kind of 
law which he has impoſed vpon himſelf: thoſe immenſe 
orbs, which regularly move thro' the ſyſtem of the 


vniverſe, have motion and gravitation, attraction and 


repulſion, aſſigned for their laws: and man has reaſon, 

And it is reaſonable to think, that the ſame &conomy 
runs through allthe beings in nature. 

From what has been ſaid, it evidently appears, that 


ſocieties are not only the ſource of happineſs, but alſo 


abſolutely neceſſary; and that they cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out ſome laws Nor ſhould man, notwithſtanding the 
loud demands of his paſſions, think himſelf enſlaved 
for living under the dominion of reaſon, ſince the great 
Creator himſelf regulates his conduct by a law, which, 
from the unchangeableneſs of his nature, has ſubſiſted 
from, and will continue to, all eternity, Why then 


ſhculd not we ſtrictly conform ourſelves to the principles 
of reaſon? If pleaſure be deſirable, as moſt ſurely it is, 


we can only hope to obtain it by following her diftates. 
| Thoſe pleaſures we enjoy, contrary to her precepts, al- 


ways leave a ſting behind them, infinitely ſuperior to 


the joys we find in their poſſeſion. We fhould, there- 
fore, alwais let reaſon direct our actions, and remem- 
ber the golden rule of doing to others what we our- 


jelve-, in their circumſtances, ſhou'd defire from ano- 


ther. This is alone ſufficient to conduct à man inno- 
cently and ſafeiy through the journey of life, till death 
draws the veil, which ſeparates this from the world of 
„„ 1 am, fr, you! e ieee 


L F TER -CXXVUL. 


From the Jame, en Pride. 


— 
* 


Dear Sir, | 
'T HE great inequality that we often preceive in the 
| productions of the mind of the lame, man, is not in 
the lealt to be wondered at; for, as man's body is com- 
poſed oi the elements, fo it varies with the weather, and 


ene oftener than the moon: ſo the ſoul, though in 


nfelt 


2 N 0 rg 


| 
| 
To 
E 


LETTERS on FRIENDSHIP, &c. 153 


ſelf immutable, yet it is connected with, and compel- 
led to act in and through thoie corporeal organs, Which 
are always changing, mult of neceſſity, have its powers 
of actiag more or leſs impeded ; mutt riſe and fall like 
the mercury in the glaſs, accorcing to their degree of 
elearneſs. Hence the mind is one hour pure as sthete— 
al air, the next, foul as the chicken fog. 
For pride, that buſy fin, | 
Spoils all that we perform. WaTTs, 
Since che powers of the mind do thus depend upon 
the organs of the body, which vary like the wind, 
where is the certainty of Human wit? Wanere the boalter 
of human reaſon? This fickleneſs of the mortal frame, 
this inſtability of human wiſdom, ſhould teach us hu- 
mility, and abaſc our pride, There is ſurely no paſſion 
wha:ſoever ſo univerſal in the human ſpecies as pride, 


yet none fo unreaſonable; it is, indeed, the very four- 


dation of folly, and he that has the preatcſ ſhare of it, 
muſt of conſequence have the leaſt reaſon. 

If we look through the whole race of man, we ſhall 
ſce them all complaining of ſome want or othe, ; but 
where ſhall we find one who has ſenſe enough to com- 
plain of the want f reaſon? We all complain of the 

want of ſomething which we do not really need; yetthe 
only thing which we do truly want, we all think we 
have not only enough of, but to ſpare; for who is there 
that is not ſatisfied with his own ſhare of ſenſe, or does 
not think himſelf able ts direct others? Our pride of 
reaſon is indeed fo great, that we are more ambitious 
of being elteemedzwile than good; yet what can more 
plainly prove our foily? for who was ever at once both 
wicked and wile? wiſdom and wickedneſs can be no 
more united than truth and falſhood ; where one enters, 
tae other mult retire. 

Of all human excellencies, . is undoubtedly the 
greateſt; but there are ſome whom nature has indeed 
favoured with ſuperior powers, who arc tog apt to look 
don with a ſort of contempt on their fellow creatures 
of inferior parts; yet, if they Would but impartially 
look into and cenſider themſelves, they would ſurely 
contels that they can have nothing in nature to boaſt of 
as really their own: they that have moſt wiſdom, watl 
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tred, and as incompatible as light and darkneſs. 


— —„— 


1% LETTERS on FRIEND SHJp, &c. 


ever be moſt humble; they will acknowledge, that, 
whatſoever qualifications they may be bleſſed with, the 
honour of them is only due to their Creator: if my 
watch goes well, ſhail it boaſt itfelf; or is the maker to 
be praiſe'? How much more the Creator, who not op. 
ly put this human machinery together, but made all 
the materials alſo! He that arrogates to himſelf honour 


on account of any excellence whatſoever, is a thief, 


and robs his Creator. The royal pſalmiſt, when he 


bleſſed and praiſed the Lord for his people's offering ſo 


willingly towards erecting the temple, moſt truly ſays. 
But who am I, and what is my people, that we ſhould 


be able to offer ſo willingly after this fort? For things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.” 


— There is indeed nothing that mankind are fo prone 


to be proud of, as their reaſon; we look upon that as 


our own intrinſic jewel, not liable to be loſt, like 
wealth or fortune's other external favours, but fixed to 


ourſelves, and permanent as our exiſtence; yet how 


often do we lee this boaſted excellence totally periſh by 
the moſt trivial means! A tile falling ſhall diſorder 


ſome {] nder veſſel of the brain, when, like a fame 
extinguiſhed, it vaniſhes, never to be rekindled, How 


often, like the ſhrivelled branches of a tree, whole 
veſſels, being obſtruted, wither for want of their nu- 


tritive Tap, isthis vaunted jewel loſt by a paralytic blow ? 


Nay, indeed, how uften has the vain pride of reaſon, 
and the ſelf-aſſumed honour of it, degraded human na- 
ture to a brute, and procured the juſt puniſhment of 
Nebuchadnezzar! Pride is the patent of evil, and of 
all the paſſions is the molt odious to our Creator and 
moſt hurtful to ourſelves; it makes us rob him of his 
due praiſe, and ourſelves of ai: content: for a proud 
man will ever meet with ſome poor Meordecat. Price 
makes men look at their own merits through a magni- 
fying optic, at others through a contracting glaſs; and 
though it blinds us to our own follies, petit makes us 
pry out the frailties of others with eagle's eyes; and 
according to the word of perfect wiſdom, it makes us 
* ice the 1note in another's eye, but not the beam in 
our on.“ — Pride and reaſon can never accord; they 
are in natute Oppoſites, and as contrary as love and ha- 
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There is, however, a juſt, neceſiury, and well— 

founded ambition, which we ſhouid ever carefully 
diſtinguiſh from pride. 

To del gnt in, and take every Opportunity of exert. 
ing ail the powers ve are poſſeſſed of towards honours 
ing Our Creator, and ſerving our fellow creatures, is 
not only reaſonable, but the higheft and nobleit uſe to 
which human reaſon can be applied; it is indeed the 
very end for which 1t was given. Whenever we lee a 
man exerting his power to theſe purpoſes, nothing can 
be more urjuſt io him, or more cetrimenial to ſociety, 
than to attribute them to his pride, We are too apt 
to judge of others by ourſelves; when we tee another 
poiieſs fuch qualifications as would make vs proud, we, 
without further evidence, conclude him to be ſo: ſ8e- 
ier excellence always attratts envious eyes, and what 
virtue will not envy conſtrue into vice? That amb ytun 
can never be juſtly blamed, that produces, or endeas 
vours to produce, pubiic good; but ſome are ſo ei vis 
bus, that they cannot ſee any ſhining talent in another 
without ſnarling at it, like dogs barking at the n:00n. 

Jo curb our pride, and check cur urjuit ceniures, we 
ſiculd all look into, and ſtody that iiving and moſt a— 
ſtruetive book, our own hearts; fur nothing will fo effec- 
tually ſuppreſs our pride, or cor: ect our cenſures, as tO 
know ourſelves, He that moſt clearly perceives s 
own 1mpe: ſections, Will bethe la# to ſeek out and con- 
demn thoſe of others; he will be, like thoſe who 
brought the woman taken in adultery, ſelf convicted, 
and ſteal away in licence. Man's only true way to 
wiſdom is to know himſelf. He that would be eſteem- 
ed truly wife, muſt firſt find out, and amend nis own 
faults; for, what regard will be paid to the lips of him, 
who contradits them by his life? Who sul mind che 
praiſes of freedom from the mouth of one who chules to 
be himie.f a flave? Or, who will be di ected in his 
way by one that cannot ſee his own ? It is Certais., that 

©4348 the VArious EXternai Impuliions of the cirme't ts, 
which man can no wajs aveid, he bas within bimſelf 
ſv many talle friends, ſo many flat ering court's cal- 
le? pailions, who paint in his mind iuch plealing delu- 
ve images, and Cray fuch an artiui ſhade over Sis 
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reaſon, that render it very difficult for bim to fee hin: 
ſelf ina true impartial light; yet, however difficult it 
is, it may be done; this miſt of themind may be clear. 
ed vp; theſe falie friends may be unmaſkeo, and theſe 
mental flatterers detected and condemned, bv teſolute- 
ly exerting our reaſon, and trying them at her unbiaſſed 
bar, The beit of mankind will, by a thorough and 
1mpartiai inſveCtion into themſelves, Oy carefulty view. 
ing the mirror of their minds, find failings ſufticieat to 
abate their pride. 

Self-kncowiedge is, of all attainments whatſoever, the 
moſt uſeiul to ourſelves, and moit beneficial to others: 
it not only teaches us to think humbly of ourſelves, and 
to amend our faults, but, like heaven, to pity and for- 
give the frailties of others; it teaches us, whatſoever 
degree of reaſon we may be bleſſed with, not to be 
puffed up with pride, but to confider it as a talent in— 
truſted to us, of which we muſt render a juſt account: 
not to aſſume the leaſt honour of it to curſelvee, but 
to act as becomes reaſonabie creatures, and to give all 
the glory to him from whom we received the power, 
I am, fir, your fincere friend, 


"LETTER CxXIxX. 


From the ſame, on the Utility of ſtudying che Sciences, 


_ My dear Friend, 
"HAT wender is the effect of ignorance, has often 
been obſerved. The awful ſtilneſs of attention, 
ich which the mind is overſpread of the firit view of an 
unexpected effect, or an uncommon performance, ceaſes 


when we have leiſure to diſen: angle complications, and 


inveſtigate Cauſes, Wonder is a pauſe of reaſon, a ſus. 
den ceſſation of the mental progreſs, which laſts only 


while the uncerſtanding 1 is fixed upon ſome ſingle idea; 


and is at an end when it recovers force enough to divide 
the object into its parts, or mark the intermediate gra- 
dations from the fiiſt motive to the laſt conſequence, 
It may be remarked with equal truth, that ignorance 
is often the effect of wonder. It is common for thoſe who 
have never accuſtomed themſelves to the labour of en- 
quiry, nor invigorated their confidence by any egen 
0 


J. 


For mances. 


LETTERS o « FRIENDSHIP, Ee. 155 


of difficulty, toſſeepin the gloomy quieſcence of aſtoniſh. 


ment, without any effort to animate Jangour, or d.ſpel 
obſcurity, What they cannot immediately conceive, 
they conſider as too high to be reached, or too extenſive 
to be comprehended; they therefore content themſelves 
with the gaze of ignorance, and forbearing to attempt 


what they have ho hopes of performing, reſign the 


pleaſure of rational contemplation, to find more perti« 
nacious ſtudy, or more active faculties, 
The productions of mechanic arts, many are of a 


form ſo different from that of their firſt materials, and 


many conſiſt of parts ſonumerous and ſanicely adapted 
to each other, that it is not poſſible to conſider them 
without amazement. But when we enter the ſhops of 


artificers, obſerve the various tools by which every ope- 
ration is facilitated, and trace the progreſs of a manu. 


{ature through the different hands that, in ſucceſſion 
to each other, contribute to its perfection, we ſoon dif. 
cover that every ſingle man has an eaſy taſk, and that the 
extremes, however remote, of natural rudeneſs and arti- 
ficial elegance, are Joined by a regular concatenation of 
efFeas, of which every one is introduced by that which 
precedes it, and equally introduces that which follows, 

The ſame is the ſtate of intellectual and manual per- 
A long calculation, or a complex diagram, 
aFriphts the timorous and unexperienced from a ſecond 
view; but, if we have ill ſufficient to analyſe them into 
imple principles, it will generally be diſcovered that 
our fear was groundleſs, Divide and conquer, is a 
principle equally juit in ſcience, as in policy, Com- 
plication 1s a ſpecies of confederacy, which, while it 
continues united, bids dehance to the molt active and 
vigorous intelleQ ; but of which every member is ſepa- 
rately weak, and which may therefore be quickly ſubs 
dued, if it can once be bicken, | N | 

The chief art of learning, as Locke has obſerved, is 
to attempt bur littleata time, The fartheſt excurſions 
of the mind are made by ſhort flights frequently re- 
peated ; the moſt lofty fabrics of ſcience are founded by 
the continued accumulation of fingle propoſitions, 

It often happens, whatever be ine cauſe, that this im- 


patience of labour, or dread of miſcarriage, ſeizes thoſe 
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who are moſtdiſtinguiſhedfor quickneſs of apprehenſion ; 
and that they who might with great reaſon ptomiſe them- 


ſelves victory, are leaſt willing to hazard the encounter. 


This diffidence, where the attention .s not laid aſleep by 


lazineſs, or diſſipated by pleaſures, can riſe only from 
confuſed and general views, ſuch as negligence ſnatches 


in haſte, or from the diſappointment. ot ihe firit hopes 
formed by arrogance without reflection. To expect that 
the intricacies of ſcience will be pierced by a careleſs 
glance, or the eminences of fame aſcended without la- 
bour, is to expect a peculiar priviledge, a power denied to 
the reſt of mankind; but to ſuppoſe that the maze is 
inſcrutable to diligence, or the heights inacceſſible to 
perſeverance, is to ſubmit tamely to the tyranny of 


fancy, and enchain the mind in voluntary ſhackles, 


It is the proper ambition of the heroes 1n literature, 
to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge, by ciſcovering 


and conquering new regions of the intellectual world. 


To the {ucceſs of ſuch undertakings, perhaps, ſome de- 
gree of fortutious happineſs is neceſſary, which no man 


can promiſe or procure tohimſelf; and, therefore, doubt 
and irreſolution may be forgiven in him that ventures 
into the untrodden aby ſſes of truth, and attempts to 
find his way through the fluctuations of uncertainty, 


and the conflicts of conttadiction. But when nothing 
more is required, than to purſue a path already beaten, 
and to trample on obſtacles which others have demoliſh 
ed, why ſhould any man ſo much ſuſpect his own intel- 
lects, as to imagine himſelf unequal to the attempt? 

It were to be wiſhed, that they who devote their lives to 


Audy, would at once believe nothing too great for their 


attainment, and conſider nothing as too litile for their re- 
gard; that they would extend their notice alike to ſcience 


and to life, and unite ſome knowledge of the preſcac world 


to their acquaintance with paſt ages and iemute events. 
Nothing has ſo much expoſed men of learning to con- 


tempt and ridicule, as their ignorance of things which 


are known to all but themſelves, and their inability to 
conduct common negotiations, or extricate their affairs 
from trivial perplexities, Thoſe who have been taught 
to conſider the inſtitutions of the ſchools, as giving 2 
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laſt perfection to human abilities, are ſurprized to ſee 


men wringled with ſtudy, yet wanting to be inſtructed 
in the minute circumſtances of propriety, or the neceſ- 
ſary forms of daily tranſaftions; and quickly ſhake of 


their reverence for modes of ecucation, which they find 
to produce no ability above the teſt of mankind, 

Books, ſays Bacon, can never teach the uſe of books. 
The ſtudeot muſt learn, by commerce with mankind, 


to reduce his ſpeculations to practice, and accommodate 
his knowledge to the parpoſes of lite. 


It is too common for thoſe who have been bred to 
ſcholaſtic profeſſions, and paſſed much of their time in 
academies, where nothing but learning confers honours, 
to difregard every qualifications, and to imagine that 
they ſhall find mankind ready to pay homage to their 
knowledge, and to croud about them for inſtruction. 
They, therefore, ſtep out from their cells into the open 
world, with all the confidence of authority and dignity | 
of importance; they look round about them at once 


With arrogance and ſcorn on a race of beings to whom 


they are equally unknown, and equally contemptible, 


but whoſe manners they muſt imitate, and with whoſe 
Opinions they muſt comply, if they deſire to paſs their 


ume happily among them, 

To leſſen that diſdain with which ſcholars are incli- 
ned to look on the common bulineſs of the world, and 
the unwillingneſs with which they condeſcend to learn 


what is not to be found in any ſyſtem of philoſophy, it 


may be neceſſiry to conſider, that though admiration 
is excited by abſtruſe reſearches and remote diſcoveries, 


we cannot hope to give pleaſure, or to conciliate affec- 


tion, but by ſofter accompliſhments, and by qualities 
morn eaſily communicable to thoſe about us. He that 
can only converſe upon queſtions, about which only a 
ſnail part of mankind has knowledge ſufficient to be cu- 
rious, muſt paſs his days in unſocial filence, and live in 
the croud of life without a companion, He that can 
only be uſeful in great occaſiyns, may die without ex- 
erting his abilities, and ſtand a helpleſs ſpectator of a 
thouſand vexations which fret away the happineſs of 
being, and which nothing is required to remove but a 

little dexterity of conduct, and reatineſs of expedients. 
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No depree of knowledge, attainable by man, is able 
to ſet him above the want of hoarly aſſiſtance, or to 
extinpuiſh the detire of fond endearments, and tender 

officiouſneſs; and, therefore, no one {ſhould think it 
unneceſſary to learn thoſe arts by which friendſhip 
may be gained, Kindneſs is preſerved by a conſtant 
reciprocation of benefits, or interchange of pleaſures; 
but ſuch benefits only can be beitowed, as others are 
capable to receive, and ſuch pleaſares only imparted, 
as others are qualified to enjoy. 

By this deſcent from the pinnacles of artno honour 
will be loſt; for the condeſcenſions or learning are al- 
Ways overpaid by gratitude, An elvated genius, em- 
ployed in little thinge, appears, to uſe the imile of 
Longinus, like the ſun in his evening declination ; he 
remits his ſplendor, but retains his magnitude, and 

pleaſes more, though he dazzles leſs, 
Jam, ſir, your's ac Qionately, 
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From the Same, on the Neceffity of being Virtuous in out 
ot. 


3 Str, 


AN is the only creature in the world, whoſe hap- 
pineſs is imperfect, and who, at the ſame time, 
is ſenſible that it is ſo; who has ſomething in him that 
diſdains the imperfection of his own being, and lan- 
guiſhes after a condition more perfect. Were he com- 
poſed only, like other animals, of fleſh and blood, he 
would find no more faults with his being, than they do 
with theirs, matter alone being incapable of reflec. 
tions; theſe are therefore the ſecret repiningsof the ſoul; 
by which ſhe evidently diſcovers her exiſtence. And, 
ſince it is natural for all beings to ſeek and thirſt after 
happineſs, it is neceſſary to know where that ſeat is fix- 
ed, it being the want of that knowledge that makes us 
walte lo much time in yain purſuits, and unprofitable 
attempts, 
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attempts, in endeavouring to confine happineſs to the 
body, which is a priſon too weak too hold it ;; and the 


ſenſes that condutt it thither, are too feeble long to 


guard ard detain it; it is conſtantly endeavouring to 
make its eſcape, and, what 1s worſe, it never fails in 
accompliſhing its aim. Beſides, if jt has no other ex- 
iſtence than the body, it muſt be very tranſitory, and 
periſh with it in a comtemptible portion of time, A 
man of that opinion mult be ſure to keep his thoughts 


always ſteadily confined within the compaſs of this life 


and world; for, if they happen to wander bew ond theſe. 
limits, they will enter into dark uncomfortable regions, 
affording nothing but black and diſmal proſpects, as too 
many gay unihinking perſons find by ſad experience. 
Now virtue, the true ſcience of happineſs, will give us 
juſter notions of it, and teach us that the true ſeat of 


happineſs is in the ſoul, which is of a capacity large 


enough to contain it, and of a duration laſting enough 
to preſerve it to eternity; there it may riſe to unmea- 
ſurable heights without reſtraint; it can never overbur- 


den or overpower the foul. It is the poor feeble body 


only, that is not able to ſupport it, that is too weak 
to bear the rapid and violent motions of the foul, when 
it is filled and agitated with an exceſſive joy. The 
heart is capable of bearing but a ſmall inſignificant 


meaſure of joy, it may be eaſily deſtroyed by its irre- 


ſiſtible efforts. The heart is equally incapable of ſup- 
porting immoderate joy, or immoderate grief; the one 
proves deſtructive by too great adilatation, and tbe o- 
ther by too great a depieffion, Which ſoever of them 
happens in an inimoderate degree, the frail: veſſel is 
broken, anolife guſhes, in a torrent, through the wound, 

It is a prepoſterous reſolution of ſome people to defer 


being virtuous till they grow old, imagining that wiſ- 


dom is the natural conſequence of old age; as if that 
which is the greateit imperſeQion of human nature, 
weie molt proper to confer on us the higheſt perfection 
of it. Long cbſervation, indeed, is productive of ex- 
perience; but experience is vey different from wiſdom, 
though it is the utmoſt advantage old age can pretend 


to be ſtow upon us. Now it mult be conſidered, that 
virtue is a habit of mind, which muſt be acquired by 
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induſtry and application; to be forcibly introduced 
into the ſoul, in oppeſition to vice; and after it has 
gotten a long and undiſturbed poſſeſſion of it, muſt be 
attended with great difficulty, and requir2s A perſe- 
vering reſolution, It is not to be eff ted in a (mall 
interval of time: the approaches mut be regular and 
gradual, to diſlodge ſo potent an enemy, Ic is a taſk 
that requires the vigour of youth, and more time than 
old age has to beſtow, 

The chief end of a virtuous life is to give us as near 
a reſemblance as is poſſible to the divine nature, to make 
us pure as he is pure; that is, to raiſe us te the utmoſt 
degree of purity our frail nature is capable of. Now, 
| the deferring this work till we grow old, is reſolving to 
be as unlike God as poſſible; it is a confident, but ve- 
ry ridiculous affurance, that old age will help our de- 
formity, and give us a very good reſemblance of him, 
and in an inſtant confer upon us purity like his, after 
we have wilfully paſſed over our whole life in contrad- 
ing pollution. But can we think that, when the pureſt 
and ſprightlieſt part of life has been p. oltituted 10 vice, 
the dregs are an offering fit for our Maker? And can 
we think, that be will accept of ſuch a ſacrifice? 

It is then our higheſt wiſdom to tread the paths of 
y1:tve in the morning of our days, that the evening 
may terminate witha ſmiling ſerenity, and, when the 
ſtruggles of reluctant nature ate over, the ſoul may 
| ſecurely wing its way to the ſertled regions of onmo- 
leſted ſecurity, 


I zm, fir, your dear friend, 
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LETTER Axt. 


On Marriage, from a Lady in Town to her Friend in the 
ed: Country, 


Nada m, 15 : 
n is deſpiſed by ſome, and by others 


too much coveted, The firit Gn againſt the law 
of nature, and divine ordination; the laſt (toy often} 
againſt their own peace and happineſ,, For thaſe that 
are in extraordinary haſte for a ſettlement, do com- 
monly extend their expectations beyond what they have 
poſſeſſed in a ſingle life, and many times the imaginary 
heaven proves a hell. Though vour changing your 
condition had an extraordinary proſcect, ye' | hear my 
laſt letter, which was to with you j y, found you in 
ſorrow; but IRH you ate too well principled not to 
remember the time will come when the wicked ſhall 
ceaſe from troubling, and the weary will be at reit, 
For if your huſband continues ſo indullrious to torment 
you, as the world rep eſents him, | believe you can 
expect but little reit till that time is come; unie(s it 13 
by the inward peace of a good conſcience, which none 
can take from you. This is a conſolation which clas 
morous wives always loſe, and which can never be re- 
compenſed by any point they gain, however apparently 
for their advantage. Since the laws of Gad and nature 
have given mea the ſupreme authority in marriage, we 
ought not firit to accept them uon thoſe terms, and 
then mutiny upon al] occations. Fur though ſome men 
are ſo kind as 10 make our yoke light unto us, yet we 
take them for better or worſe ;?? and experience ſhews 
us, that the odds are on the worſe file, All this we 
ſhould conſider before we engage ourſei ves in thoſe ſtrict 
ties, whichcblige us to den; our cwn incl nations, and 
comply with thoſe of our huſbands Indeed, human 
policy ought to teach us this leſſon; tor if we make a 
man's home leſs agreeable to tim tran any other place, 
we furniſh him wich a good excuſe for going abroad, 
which can never be to our mutual advantage. Thoſe 
wen whom buſineſs does not call out to get money, are 
generally on the ſpend; and hy that iz driven 1625 
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home by a wife's ill humovr, is aliwars more extrava- 
pant abroad. and even thinks he has a b-tter pretence 
to be ſo, while he ſacrifices his body and ſoul, as well 
as his eſtate, to his revenge, 

Some women, indeed, will divert themfeives, and 
not ſeem to mind it; and inſtead of endeavouring to 
win their huſbinds by c:mplaiſance, turn as exttava- 


gant as they; or as the old proverb ſays, ** they light 


the candle at beth ends;” though they know 1t mult 
at laſt burn their own' fingers. However, thev ſeldom 
fail of ſuffering by their raſhneſs; and the further they 
run out, the ſconer bey find a check upon their ex- 
pences; befides, if they ſhould preſerve their honeſty, 
yet they undergo the certain ak of their reputation, 


which eis infinitely more valuable to them than any 


thing elſe in the World; and although by ſuch a con- 
duct, they may chink xo reclaim the men, yet «they 
ovpht not to do evil that good may come, | 
But I moſt of all wonder at ſome of our acquaintarce 
who ſeem to be ſober women, and yet recommend it, 
as the beſt way to deal with a paſſionate huſband, to be 
more unreaſonable than he: ſuch a conduct may ſilence 
ſome men, and might be pardonable, if God as well 
as man were to be filenced by it. Bat our religion 
tells us, “we mult not be overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” Aneviltorgae never appears ſo 
odious as in the mouth of a paſſionate woman, railing 


egainſt her huſband, We commonly ſay that a mad- 


man is poſſeſſed, and every one that is not in a rage 
himſelf, will allow paſſion to be a temporary madneſs, 
which makes men act as 1rrationally as lunatics, al- 
though they have not the ſame excuſe to plead: ſuch 
unhappy perſons will often tell you, that paſſion is a 
natural infiimity ; a violent diſtemper which they ſtrive 


againſt, and therefore they ought to be excuſed; but 
let them remember that their conduct is the more un- 


juſtifiable, as they are ſenſible of their folly. If a 
huſband is unkind and cruel, it is a great affliction, 
and the ſcriptures tell us, a | things of that nature are 
grievous; but as contrary as they are to fleſh ana blood, 


| yet they ariſe not from the duſt, and that it is not for 


us to contend with our Maker, He thai can ha 
| word 
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word controul the furyiof the winds and ſeas, can with 
as little trouble avert any ſtorm that threatens, when 
he ſees us fit objects of mercy, For if we attempt to 
ſhake off the yoke, or think by ſtruggling to make the 
chain {it looſer upon vs, we ſhall ſoon be convinced of 
our error, like birds taken in a net, who, by beating 
their feathers off, increaſe their miſerv, and at the ſame _ 
time diſable themſelves from making their eſcape, 
Thoſe amongſt us that know we have been ſo obliging 
as never to deſerve an ii word from our perſecutors, 
mould remember, that (t1/] we every day deſerve God's 
chaſtiſements; and that wicked and unreaſonable men. 
are a ſword of his which wounds us the deeper, the: 
more we love the hand which he employs for our cor- 
rection. But how ſharp ſoever it is, yet we ſhould not 
re pine, conſidering it is to humble us, in order to draw 
us nearer to himſelf, He has ſaid, that when we ar- 
rive at a proper degree of perfection, we ſhall be free 
from ail our ſufferings; but as long as we continue to 
cffend, we ſhall be puniſhed either in this world, or 
what is ir finitely worſe, in the world to come, 

I have a few thovgnts more to fend vou on the ſame 
ſubjed, which. I am not able at preſeat to communis 
cate, being in a poor ſtate of health, but I am ſtill, 

Dear madam, your fincere friend, 


LETTER CXXXIL, 


From the ſame, 
Dear Madam, 


N compliance with your requeſt, I mentioned a few- 
things concerning marriage, and, according to my 
e now fit down to trouble you with the remain- 
„ 
It is certainly a very filly thing for people to quarrel. 
who mult be friends again; unleſs they chuſe rather to 
live aſunder than ſubmit ſilently to many things they 
cannot approve. I will not pretend todetermine what 
provocation is ſufficient to Juſtify ſuch a breach, nor to 
{ay that it cannot be juſtified, ſince even the belt of 
women have parted from their hufbands, although 2 
cem 
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ſeem fincerely to lament their ſeparation, Nor does 
their conduct accuſe them to have done it lightly, or 
upon the account of taking their pleaſure, which would 
foon be diſcovered; as in ſuch circumſiances all eyes 
are upon them and they muſt live more reſerved than 
the reſt of the world, or elſe they would quickly be li. 
able to ſuch a cenſure as muſt vindicate the conduct of 
their huſbands. 


And though in all quarrels betwixt a man and hi: 


wife, if it comes to a hot diſpute, there-are faults in 
both parties, yet the weaker veſſel is ſo little conſidered, 
meerly for being weak, that they are often blamed 
much more than they deſerve; which cenſure they can 
no way prevent fo well, as by a ſtrict obſervance of 
their relative duties, and to have a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and the world. 

Nothing upon earth can be ſaid to afford fackefatlion; 
only as our imagination makes it appeat ſo at a diſtance; 
and this proſpect is dreſſed by fancy in ſuch various 
ſhapes, that what would be a delight to one is real mi- 
/ fery to another; and age or- poſſeſſion does ſometimes 
give the ſame perſons tuch different notions, that they 
grow fick of the very things they languiſhed for before. 
This is probably the reaſon, why old people are ſo much 
fort denying. young ones thoſe innocent diverfions they 

ar2.grown weary of themſelvcs; though perhaps, at the 
ſame time, they may gratity their own foible in ſome- 
thing equally ridiculous, It is this contrariety in the 
mind that makes matrimony ſo uneaſy; for when one 


ſets up a ſeparate Diana to worſhip, their hearts can- 


not be full of aff. ion to one another; and if both are 
bigotted in their own ways, it too often ruins not only 
themſelves, bu; alſo their innocent children, But you, 
M adam, are not in danger of failing into this error, 
being of too complying a nature to bring yourſelf and 
others into any inconveniency upon thac ſcore? and | 
rejoice to hear how unmoved you appear under ſo great 


a provocation, [ conſeſs, that a-huſband's keeping 


another before one's eyes, is the crueleſt thing he can 
do; yet even in that caſe it is moſt prudent to ſhew n3 
frowatdneſs; ; for the miſtreſs will be ſure to entertain 
him with wuth and. car:fling, which -will make the 
, : wite's 
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waäfe's frowns ſeem more intolerable, and ſuch women 


never fail to magnify all domeſtic accidentss Theſe 
proſtitutes are indeed the greateſt enemies to Ccorjugal 
love; for them the gentlewen put on their beſt cours 
tenances, and with them they p:(s their molt pleaſing 
hours; the indipnation 1s reſerved for the wife of his 
boſom, who mult ſhare in nothing but the grievances, 
till at laſt they become partners in their wants, the una- 
voidableconſequences oſſuch couiſes: ſome ſew inſtances 
we have ſeen of huſbinds who have been reclaimed by a 
wife's tenderneſs, before the intrigue has gone too far, 
but none | believe were ever hectored out of 1', | 
Some men are ſokind to their wives, as to endeavour 
to conceal their faithood : which if they do, it is very 
indiſcreet for the ladies toenquire into it, and they are 
no friends who give them tne 1nformation, He that 
goes abcut to hide his amcur, ſhews either a ſenſe of 


ſhame, ora regard to his ſpouſe; and that may in time 


wean him from ſuch company, or at leaſt it is a fign he 
does not deſire to grieve her, which moſt men eſteem 
their great prerogative, and would loſe half their ſatis- 
faction in their intrigues, were it not for their pleaſure 
of tormenting the wife. There are ſome hufſbinds, 
who, to uſe the old proverb, have itretched the bow 
till it has broke,” for any women, whoſe heart is di- 
veſted of every virtuous principle, in ſuch caſes is to 
return the compliment, eſpeciaily when itimulated both 
by pride and revenge. She thinks a gallant's admira— 
tion repairs the affront which a huſband puts upon her 


charms, by giving her place to another, perhaps leſs 


handſome than herſelf. This has beenthought a place 
ible excuſe by many women, and upon their huſband's 
running aſtray, have diverted their melancholy hours at 
the expence of their honour. But whatever T have ſaid 
of mutual feelings, I do not make any compariſcn in 
favour of my own ſex, as I know the crime is nuch gieat- 
er in the wife, and even deteſtable, modeſty being the 
bigneſt ornaments of a woman, and the caſting it off be- 
comes a fin both againſt God and nature. For my part, 
if | commit a fault againſt my ſex, in being for ſo much 
teſignation, they muſt pardon me; tor I cannot adviſe 
Ahers to more obedience than 1 would wiſh to practiſe 
5 | | my felf 
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myſelf; ard | intreat all thoſe that deſpiſe me, as be. 
ing ſo tame a fool, that they would baniſh all anger 
Gut of their minds for one year, and then tell me if 
they have not more content in forgiving than returaing 
a reproach. | 

| fear | have already exceeded the bounds of a letter, 
Yor which I ought to make an apology, but more words 
would give you trouble; therefore | will only beg of 
you to excuſe and love 

Your ever ſincere, and affectionate Friend, 


hh * — — 


LETTER CXxXXIII. 


Fram a Lady to ber Friend, whoſe Lover had baſely lift 


Her, and married another, 


My dear Friend, 
UR expedtation of bappinefs is generally ſo ill 
placed, that it is no wonder we meet with perpe- 
tual diſappointments, When our choice ariſes from 
paſſion, we have ſo very blind a guide as will inevita- 
bly lead us to deſtruction; for though love appears then 


gentleft, yet our affections are ſo much the right of our 


Almighty Creator, that as often as we fix them immo- 
derately upon any of the fading objeQs here below, we 
are certainly guilty of ſacrilege to the divine Goodnels, 
which faultis commonly puniſhed by the very thing we 
doat on, This, I doubt not, has been your caſe, and 
not your?s alone; for ſoon or late few eſcape that m1i!- 
chief, eſpecially amongſt our weaker ſex, whoſe tence 
nature leaves them moſt expoſed to ruin; and thovp' 
they ſee others ſhipwrecked before their eyes, will yet 
venture out to ſea on the ſame bottom, inſenſible © 

danger, till they periſh, and often fall unpitied. 
Men have a thouſand advantages over us, but in the 
affair of courtſhip they add cunning to all their other 
accompliſhments, and are as zealous to deceive, as 1 
their lives would be made happy by the cheat. How 
ever, they will find it a ſad miſtake, at leaſt if perur 
25 to be accounted for ; although your falſe trajtor, li“ 
| man 


Y truth to our own colt. 
Jas we can, to ſubmitovr wills tothe will of our heavenly 
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many others, may look on that time at a great diſtance, 
ThatTſuppoſe he thinks himſelf excuſed, as being more 
knave than fool, which title indeed is ſo highly due to 
him, that I believe none will dohim ſuch manifeſt wrong 
as to diſpute it; and lam ſure, the blacker he appears, 
the greater reaſon you have to bleſs that Providence, 
which permitted him to break the contract; for, with- 
out doubt, he that proved fo ili a lover to the beſt of 
miſtreſſes, would have made an intolerable huſband to 
the beſt wives; and ill uſuage would have coſt you 
more than his infidelity. I am ſenſible a heart ſo gene- 
rous and conſtant as your's, cannoteafily efface the deep 
impreſſion he has made in it; that mult be the work of 
time, with God's aſſiſtance, which I hope will never fail 
you. I do aſſure you, I am deeply touched with every 
thing that concerns you; nor 15 it Without great regret, 
that I ſabmit to my unhappy circumſtances detainin 
me from being the companion of your melancholy hours, 
which 1 ſhould endeavorr, withall my power, to divert. 
You ſay it is a daily appravation to your trouble, to 
think you ſuffered yourſeif to be ſo eaſily impoſed on; 
but that, as | told you before, is our common fate, al- 
though all impoſtors are not equally induſtrious to be 
wicked; and you ought not to condemn your own judg- 
ment, for wantc{ſagacity todiſcover a cheat, as it would 
be to arraign the condeRt of almoſt all the human race. 
Pardon me, dear madam, for treubling you ſo far, 
Indeed I might have told you at firſt what l muſt men- 
tion now, and what you know already, that he only can 
give us comfort whom we ſeldom regard but when we 
are driven to it by neceſſity. Solomon, who had tried 
all the alluring charms of love and beauty, whoſe qua- 
lity and riches gave him an opportunity to gratily every 


T inclination, without any bounds to his wiſhes, could 


call them all“ Vanity and vexation of ſpirit.“ It is 
no wonder, then, if every one of us diſcover the ſame 
Letusthete fore reſolve, as much 


Father, who ſees all our actions, and has ſo decreed, 
that our way to everlaſting happineſs, ſhould be thro” 
the wilderneſs of affliction. | 

I am, dear madam, your {incere friend, 


LE T. 
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LE TI E R CXXXIV. 


From a Gentleman, on the Circuit, to his Friend it 
Lendon, 


Dear Sir, 

HE many trials I have been witneſs to on this 
Journey, has led me to an enquiry concerning the 
nature of Juſtice. 

Juſtice is a relation of congruity, which is really 
found between two things : this relation is always the 
ſame, whatever being conſiders it, whether God, angel, 
or, laſtly, man, 

Indeed, men do not always ſee theſe relations, and, 
even when they do ſee them, they are often neglefted 
to follow their own peculiar intereſt, Jaſtice exalts 
her voice, but ſhe finds it difficult to be heard amidit 
the tumults of the paſſions. 

Men often commit injuſtice, becauſeit is their iatereſt 
and they chuſe rather to ſatisfy themſeives than others. 
Their actions always tend to their own emolument: no- 

body is wicked for nothing; ſome reaſon muſt ſway 
him, and that reaſon is always a reaſon of intereſt. 

We ought to love juſtice, becauſe by that means we 
reſemble the divine Being, of whom we have ſo lovely 
an idea; becauſe he muſt inevitably be juſt. And, 
though we were deſtitute of revelation, we thould fill 
be under the government of iniquity, 


This induces me to believe tha: juſtice is eternal, and 


does not depend upon human conventions ; and, if it 
did depend upon them, it would be a fatal truth, which 
we ſhould conceal even from ourſelves. 


We are encompaſſed with men ſtronger than our- 


elves; they may hurt us a thouſand differentways, and 
generally with impunity, What a comfort is it to us, 
to know that there is in the heart of all thoſe men an 
inward principle, that exerts itſelf in our behalf, and 
protects us from their violence; 


Were it not for this, we ſhould have reaſon to TEST | 


a ſcene of perpetual hoiror ; we ſhuuic be as much ter- 
rified at migeling a man as a on ; ; and we ſhould ne- 


ver, 
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ver, one ſingle moment, be ſecure of our lives, or 
eſtates, or our honour. 

When IrefleQ on theſe things, my indignation is in- 
famed againſt thoſe perſons, Who reprefent God as a 
being that makes a tyrannical uſe of his power; who 
tell us he acts after a manner which we ourſelves Would 
not, for fear of offending him; who accuſe him of all 
the imperfections which he puniſhes in us; and, in 
their contradictory opinions, deſcribe him at one time 
as an urjuſt being, and at another, as a being who hates 
and puniſhes i irjuſtice. 

When a man examines himfelf, what a ſatis faction 
is it to find ke has an upright heart! This pleaſure, ſe- 
vere as it is, muſt fill him with rapture: he looks upon 
himfelf as a being ſo much above thoſe who are delli- 
tute of it, as he is above the brute creation. | 

There is one thing common at the aſſizes which trou - 
bles me very much, and that is, the diverſions of all 
ſorts carried on at fuch time of ſvlemnity, To ſee a 
fellow creature going to the place of execution, whilſt 
the people are engaged at play, is a practice of ſo in 
human a nature, that 1 ſcarce know by what name to 
call it. If ever ſeriouſneſs was to be found amongſt 
mortals, ſurely ſuch are the times, It ought always to 
remind us of two things, the corruption of human na- 
ture, which renders thoſe executions neceſſary, and the 
laſt day, when we ſhall all appear before a Judge who 
cannoi be deceived. But 1 doubt not you have long 
ſince confidered theſe things, and therefore I ſhall con- 
clude with my aſſurance of being Your real friend, 


— 


= 


LETTER CEXXY.. 


From a Gentleman inthe Country, to his Friend in London, 
on Retirement, 


Dear: Sir, 


OU know I was ſick of the hs and confuſion in 
London, and therefore retired into the country 

to enjoy a calm tranquillity, and fealt my eyes with 
nature cloathed 1 in the blooming garment of the E 
2 ete 
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Here often contemplate the wonders of creation undif. 
turbed, and think myſelf happier in ſolitude, than the 
gaudy courtier amidſt the ſplendor, noiſe, and hurry 
of a court, 

his is ſafety's habitation; ; ſilence guards the door 
againſt the ſtrife of tongues, and all the impertinences 
of idle converſation. The ſsarmeof temptations that 
beſet us amidſt the gaities of life, are baniſhed from 
theſe ſcenes of retirement: here, without diſturbance, 
I can ſurvey my own thoughts, and ponder the ſecret 
intentions of my own heart. In ſhort, here I can learn 
the beſt of ſciences, that of © knowing myſelf.“ 

The other evening I ftrayed into the fields, and, 
pleaſing myſelf wiih that variety of objects that preſent- 
ed themſelves on every Je, night cvertook me, before 
I was aware.” The whole face of the ground was ſoon 
overſpread with ſhaces, only a few of the lofty emi- 
nences werecloaihed with ſtrèeaming ſilver, and the tops 
of the waving groves and jummits of the mountains 
were irradiated with the imiles of departing day, The 
clouds, expanding their purple wings, were tipped with 
a ray of gold, while others repreſented a chain of loſty 
mountains, whole craggy ſammits overſhadowed the 
vaies below, and along their inacceſſible ſides there ap- 
peared various pits ard romantic Caves, 

A calm of tranquility and undifturbed repoſe ſpread 
Gver the whole ſcene. The gentle gales fanned them- 
ſelves aſleep, ſo that not a fingle leaf was in motion: 
echo herizli ſlept un moleſled, and the expanded ear 
could only catch the liquid lapſe of a murmuring ſtream, 
The beaits departed to their grafſy couch, and the vile 
lage ſwains to their pilluws; even the faitnful dog for- 

got his poſt, and ſlumbered with his maller, 

Darkneſs was now at its height, and the different 
objects were only rencered viſible by the faint glimmer- 
ings of the ſtars. This ſolemn ſcene brought to my res 
membrance the terrors which often invade timorous 
minds; this, ſaid I to myſelf, is the time when the 
ghoſts are ſuppoſed to make their appearance, and ſpi- 
rits viſit the ſolitary dwellings of the dead, But what 
mould terrify me, when I know 1 am encompaſſed by 

te 
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the hand of my Maker, and that in a ſhort time I ſhall 
enter a who'e world of unbotied beings, Nor is it un- 
reaſ»nable to ſuppoſe, that numbers of invitible beings 
are, at this initant, patroling the ſame retreat, and join- 
Ing with me in contemplating the works of the Al- 
mighty Creator, | 


When reflect on the benefit of retirement, Tam ready 


to plead in behalf of thoſe popiſh reclaſes who left the 


world, and ſhut themſelves up in cells and cloyſters. 
For althoueh man is a ſocial being, yet he muſt at leait 


find ſome retirement beneficial to his health, and con- 
ducive to his eternal intereſt, 


I am, dear fir, your ſincere friend, 


at *© 
W 


LATTER ene, 
From a Lady who had formerly kept a Boarding-ſchool, 
to another of the ſame Profeſſion, on Female Education. 


Madam, | 
Received your letter, containing the following re- 
J queſt, viz, What are the moſt proper methods to be 
uſed in conducting the education of young ladies, ſo as 
to avoid extravagance on the one hand, and meaneſs 
on theother? This is a very important queſtion, and 
perhaps above my poor abilities to anſwer, However, 
as I have had many years experience in female educa- 
tion, I ſhall tell you my thoughts on the ſubject with 
the greateſt freedom. Ok 
It is the misfortune of the preſent age, that almoſt 
all ranks of people are ſo much infatuated as to ſtrive 
who ſhall out do one another in extravagance, and the 


daughter of an ordinary tradeſman can ſcarce be diſtin- 


guiſhed from a lady of quality. If we enquire into the 


cauſes from which thoſe effects flow, we ſhall find that 
they are partly owing to the conduct of the mothers, 


and partly to thoſe entruſted with their education. I 


ſhall mention a few things concerning both, and leave 


jou to judge of the 1 


3 Mothers 


— 
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Mothers ſhould, oneveryoccafion, teach their daugh- 
ters, that it is a duty incumbent on them not to have 
aſpiring views beyond that ſtation in which Providence 
has placed them. That humble unafi:&ed modeſty in 
a ſtuff gowo, will be preferred by every ſenſible perſon 
beſore either ſilks or Bruſſels lace, That itis a great- 
er accompliſhment for a tradeſman's daughter to waſha 
floor than to dance on it; and much more uſeful to be 
able todreſs a joint of meat, than point cut the partt- 
cular merits of an aQreſs, and applaud or condemn a 
ſong. But the keepers of boatding-ſchools are ſtill 
more culpable than parents. No ſooner is miſs placed 
in one of thoſe ſeminaries, than ſhe is taught to conſi- 
der herſelf a young lady, and even honoured with that 
high appellation. Thus the ſeeds of vanity are ſown 
in the firit rudiments of learning, and continue to ope> 
rate on her conduct as ſhe advances in years, 


— Grow with her growth, and ſtrengthen with 
«© her ſtrength.” „ BOÞ8% 


It is almoſt impoſſible for thoſe who are any way ac- 
quainted with human natuie, to imagine that the girl 
V ho is taught to conlider herſelf as a lady, can ever be 
a proper wife for a tradeſman, and common ſenſe 
teacheth her that ſhe has nvr any thing greater to expect. 

But there is ſomething ſtill worſe; ſhe is not only 
unfit to be the wife of an honeſt induſtrious tradeſman, 
but ſhe often occzſions his ruin: ſhe expects to be ſup- 
ported in, the ſame ex:iravagant manner as at the board. 
ing-ſchool; diffipation takes place of prudence, public 
diverſions are mote attended to than domeitic duties; 
and the unhappy huſband, to enjoy pezce, is often 
obliged to leave his buſineſs, that his lady may be ho- 
noured with his company. The fatal eff:Qs of ſuch 
extravagance are ſoon felt, and the woman who for- 
mer. conſidered herſelf as a lady, finds, by woeful 
Experience, that ſhe had aſſumed an improper name. 
The belt, nay the only way to educate their children, 
confiitent with their own fiation in life, is, on all oc- 
caſions, to teach them not to expect more than their 
birth entitles them to, It would likewiſe be very be- 
neficial to the nation, if thoſe women who keep board- 
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ing-ſchools, were to inſtruQt the girls in uſeful employ- 
ments, rather than in ſuch uſelefs arts as cannnt be of 
any real benefit to them in the world. 


I am, dear madam, your ſincere friend, 


2 
—— — 


E TER CXXXVIL, 


On Siekne/s, from a Lady to her Friend, lately recovered 
From a dangerous 18 


Madam, 


| \ FTER fo long, ſo arict a friendſhip as has been 


inviolably preſerved betwixt us, I hope it is not 
necciſary for me to aſſure you how eagerly 1 wiſhed to 
fpend the ſummer at your houſe ; ; but wherever I am, 

my heart is entirely your's, that heart which, by 2 
thouſand obligations, is tied forever to you, I know 
your huſband and mothetr's tenderneſs would render 
my ce almoſt unnec: ſſary; and indeed mv preſent de- 
fire to ſee you lince your recovery, is to know the'ftate 
of your hea:th from my own obſervation, rather than 
from the reports of others, leit they ſhould Batter me 
in pity to my trembling expectations. 

Whilſt we continue in this world we are ſubject to a 
variety of affl lions, and when God fees fit to lay us 
uncer ſeverer affl tions, either of body or mind, we 
are obliged to ſubmit with a becoming reſienation? 
but, alas! in caſes of that nature, we are but m ſera- 
ble comforters to each other. Riches and honors, as 
tempting as they appear to the greateſt votaries when 
well, yet in fckneſs, if they are accompanied with their 
uſual train of viſitors, inſtead of doing us good by gra- 
tifying our ambition, they help to foment ihe diforder, 
without ever producing acute. As crowned heads are 
are No more exempt from the ſword of the deſtroying 
ange], than the poor eſt beggars, how little cught We 
to value grandeur, Wh ch can give us no aſilance in 
our extremities. A down bed is not a better inſurer 
tor ſleep in ſuch a caſe, than a heap of ſtraw; and a 
king that groans under the agonies of an incurable diſ- 


eaſe, is ſoon made ſeuſible that it takes its comm: tho * 
from a iatder Powet han his. 


— 


X gickneſs 
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neſs of the body has ſuch an eff2*t upon the mind, that 
It links under thoſe troubles tha! wou d not inove it at 


— 


Sickneſs multiplies al] our grievances, and iHeak- 


another time; but our judgment decaving witn us, we 
ſhall too ſoon find its place occupied by wild chimeras 
of out own fancy, and ſtartle every mo nent at giants 
of our 9wn invention; every haſty word affrights, and 
every whiſper gives us an alarm; nay, ſometimes we are 
ſo unjuſt as to charge our belt friends with want of love 
and reſpect, when they have toiled about us, to a degree 
that we cannot mention without bluſhing at our own in- 
oratitude; and when the want of ability to help our. 
ſelves, forces us to become burthenſome to others, in- 
ſtead of excuſing the trouble, we are too apt toencreale 


their uneaſineſs by continual fretting. This is the 
com mon method which the fick uſe to affit and con- 
fuſe their brains. Meurning over our miſery is indeed 


fo very natural, that of ourſelves we cannot forbear it, 


though we know it leads us to doubt of the goodneſs of 


that God, whoſe mercies are daily new unto us. 
A diſturbed conſcience is certainly the worſt cir- 


cumſtance than can befal a ſick perſon, and I heartily 


beg of God to keep you, and all others, from falling 
into it; that we may never have the leaſt diſtruſt of our 


 falvation through Jeſus Chriſt, nor preſume ground- 
leſsly upon his merits, without lamenting and for ſak- 


ing our fins, But your life hitherto has been ſo ſtrictly 
pious, that I do not in the leaſt apprehend you want a 
ſummons from me to lock up to him who 1s the author 
and finiſhe! of your faith, and to call on him in all 
your diſticfles, But it is with the greatell pleaſure [ 
hear of your unfeigned devotion, even in the midſt of 
your ſevere affliction, and that you have retained your 


uſual ſerenity „ under all your grievous tortures, 
without fepining at the will of your heavenly Father, 


who has ſo ordered that the road bv Canaan ſhould be 
through the wilderneſs. 


All 
. 
, 


/ ͤ Aſtrr.,, ˙ mm· . ²ůͥůz ee q 7. 
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All tkis ſedate frame of your's being conſidered, it 
may ſeem impertinent in me toarouble you, but I have 
been nſenſibly led into it from the remembrance of un- 
hapnv eveatsto which I was lately witneſs; | mean ſome, 
who, inſtead of ſubmitting patiently to the hand of 
God, were ſo totally loſt to all ſenſe of duty, as to call 
the Almighty urjaſt. I hope ſoon to have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you, and am, : 

| Your ſincere friend, 


——_——_ * 
— — — 


LET Fe 


From a Lady to Ber Friend, wha had buried her Huſband. 


My dear Friend, | 
123 not my ſilence to any want, but the exceſs 


of Eindneſs, which makes me too much a partner in 


your ſortow, to finds words at all ſoitable to the ſhare I 
have with vou init, If, therefore, Il am the laſt in con- 


doling, I do moſt faithfully aſſure you, that it is not in- 


ſer.libility, but the higheſtdegiee of love and tenderneſs 


that occaſioned it. The grief that is lealt is ſooneſt ex- 


preſt, and perhaps the more noiſe it makes, the leſs miſe 


chief is ſuilained by it. Had | been unconcerned, my 


thoughts and pen might have been mote free, though [ 
couid not have ſaid any thing {ufficient to fem fo violent 
a tide as your juſt lamentations. I might have offered 
{ome poorreaſonsagainit other women's affl cting them» 
ſelves ſo much, which I ſhould be aſhamed to mention to 
you, having been a witneſs how far your huſband's love 


and merits excelled che beſtof menTever met with; and 


Jam ſo ſenſible of your reciprecal affect on, that I know 
the power of God only can ſupport yeu under ſuch aſe- 
paration, which 1 believe was more terrible than death 


itſelf. But, my dear friend, your ſorrow 1s nor as one 


without hope. Ule your utmoſt endeavours to ſubmit 
to the hand of the Almighty, with as much reſignation 
in this as zou did in your own diſtemper, though that 
only aſſaulted your body, while this pierces your heart. 
You mult remember, that it was the ſame merciful God 
that gave you him, who has now taken him to RNS 
an 


— ——— 
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and in the midſt of your afflictions, bleſs God for ſparing 
vou fo long for the ſake of your children, I hope you 
will conſider that this parting is to his inexpreſſible ad. 
vantage, and has removed him from a tranſitory and 
imperfect, to an everlaſting happineſs, whither, I doubt 
not, you are daily preparing to follow him; and ſince 
it has pleaſed God to deny you the further affiſtance of 
ſuch an example and counſelior, he will abundantly re- 
compenſe that loſs, by a greater meaſure of his grace, ¶ af 
to carry you through thoſe trials and temptations to 
which you are daily expoſed, unleſs you neglect to im- 
plore his help, by giving up yourſelf toſuch melancholy 
as muſt diſcompoſe your faculties, while it weakens 1 
your natural conſtitution. If the ſaints in heaven are 

acquainted with what happens in this lower world, 

they mult diſapprove of ſuch a conduct as leads them. 
to contend with their greateſt benefactor and beſt friend. F. 
Shall the thing formed ſay to its Maker, why haſt thou 

done ſo? The time is faſt approaching when you, be- 

ing freed from all entanglements with this ſublunary 

world, mult viſit thoſe regions where you will again ſee 

your beloved ſpouſe, in a ſtate never to be interrupted, ] 
never to have an end, The miſeries of this world 


m 
muſt have an end, and ſo muſt our mourning, This I Ic 
have learned even from heathen ſages, that all violent Nu. 
pains are ſhort, and butof a tranſitory duration. But 2 
we chriſtians are obliged to conſider affliction in aquiie I « 
different light, as the chaltiiement of our heavenly In 
Father, whoſe benevolence is his darling attribute, J 
If the diſſolution of the righteous is to exempt them Ne 


from labour, though our temporal intereſt makes us 
eager to detain them longer with us, yet the ſenſe of 
what they enjoy in heaven, muſt be a great means of Þ} 
abating our grief; ſome, indeed, have fo little com- 
fort in this world, that they are ready to ſay with Job 
of old,. Wherefore is light given to him that is in 
miſery, and life unto the bitter in ſoul; which long 
for death and it cometh not, and dig for it more than 
for hid treaſures; which r.joice exceedingly, and, are 
glad when they can find the grave?” | 

Ta Your 


LETTERS on FRIENDSHIP, &. ugg 


Your moſt flattering hopes could not, in the courſe 
of nature, have been many years longer gratified with 
his company; therefore you mult not ſpend the remain- 
der of your days 1 in mouining, but being fully convin— 
ced of the vanity of every thing mortal, let us ſubmit 


| to every alteration as the ſeivants of God, who has 


graciouſly promiſed to lay no more upon us than we 
can bear. That you may experience that mercy to 
aſſiſt you in this trial of your faith and patience, is the 


ſincere prayer of, Dear madam, 


Your ever affectionate friend, 


LETTER CXXXIX, 


From a Gentleman to his Friend, in diſtreſſed Circumſtan. 
ces who had endeavoured to conceal his Powerty, 


Dear Sir. 


Am extremely concerned to fiad you haye ſo ill an 

opinion of me, as to hide your misfortunes, and let 
me hear of them from another hand. I know not how 
to interpret your conduct, às it makes me fear you ne- 
ver eſteemed my friendſhip, if you could imagine that 
any alteration in your circumitarices ſhould ever be abie 
to change my love. I had a different opinion of our 
mutual obligations to each other, and ſhuuld have 
thought it an injury to your generous nature, had L 
concealed any thing concerning ay ſelf from you, tho? 
it might have leflened me in your etteems | huped, 
till now, you had put the ſame confidence in me, who 
had nothing to recommend ine to your favuur, but 
plain fincerity of ſoul; and whoſe {ole deſign was, to 
promote the happineſs cf my friend. 

] dare not quarrel with you now, leſt you ſhould 
conſider me as taking the advantage of you in your 
preſent diſtreſs, and induce you to break off a corteſ- 
pondence as dear to me as ever; and this leads me to 
lay ſomething of real frierdſhip in general. Real 
Iriencſhip is not confined to any itation in life; it is 
common in the meaneſt coitage, and has even ſome- 


times 
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times been found in the palace: ſimplicity of manners, 

and integrity in all our actions, naturally lead us to 
expect ſincerity in the conduQt of thoſe wich whom we 
are any way connected. The imperfections incident 1 
to human nature are ſo numerous, that we are ſolict- 
tous of finding ſome perſon to whom we can unboſom 
our minds, and Jay open the inmoſt receſſes of our 
hearts. A real friend, in order to preſerve the cha- 
racter he has aſſumed, will, in the firſt place, endea- 
vour to diſcharge every duty incumbent upon him to t 
all bis fellow creatures. But ſtill there is ſomething v 
wanting; and although we may be philanthropiits in p 

general, yet we like to place our affect ions on one pare 
ticular object. F 
Why, my friend, any ſulpicion of my ſincerity? v 
Why did you conceal your diftreis from me? Fiend. If tt: 
ſhip is of too ſacred a nature to be trifled with, and I 7: 
the man who does not act conſiſtent with his profeſſions, 1 
proſtitutes that amiable appellation, No mental re- *: 
ſervation can be uſed in friendſhip, for wherever that u 
Eappens there is ſome doubt of ſincerity, which, ſor © 
the moſt part, ends either in a total indifference, or = 
which is infinitely worſe, an abſolute hatred. I am] th 
ſorry to fay, that there are few people who either know M 
or value the bleſſings of triendtlip: if they did, they I Þ* 
would not, upon every frivolous occaſion, find fault le 
With tne conduct of their fellow creatures. W. 
At preſent, my dear friend, les my put ſe (however ar. 
empty) be at ycur ſervice, but ler i it never be more open 0. 
than my heart. Conceal nothing from me, and all Ile 
have is your's. We were once friends, let us only re. th 
main ſo Let me hear an account from you of your] de. 
preſent circumitances, and my laft ſhilling ſhall be ha 
ſpent in yoar ſervice. Let the ſincerity of my friend- ©: 
ſhip be eſtimated only according to my actions, and if Ba: 
3t ſhall appear that I heve acted inconſiſtent with the ti 
lacred name of friendſhip, let me be for ever blotted tab 
out of your memory. . 
H am, fir, your lincere well. wiſher, lik 


_LET- 


* 


LET- 
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N A. 


| - 
From a Gentleman lately returned from his Travels, t hi 
Friend, concerning Loyalty, 


Dear Sir, 


T 1s very natural ior the moſt curious travellers, after 

having ſpent ſome time abroad, to return with joy 

to their own country; but much more pleaſant to me 

who did not go out of it by my own choice, but im + 
pelled by neceſſity. 

When [returned I hoped to End a Sende trenquil- 
lity among all ranks of people, and the animoſities 
which ſubſiſted when | went abroad, buried in 3 
tual oblivion, But I was ſtrangely amazed to find th 
ſame ſpirit of murmuring as before, In one place the. 
miniſtry are {aid to be ſecking the loaves and fiſhes, 
and the patriots are endeavouring to diſpoſſeſs them, 
with no other view than to obtain their places. In 
one place we are told, that the minifters are a ſet of 
abandoned debauchees, and when the courtiers return 
the compliment to the patriots, the anſwer 1s, that a 
man may be an abandoned villain, a ſcandal to human 
nature, and yet a lover of his country, If you aſk theſe 
ſeveral ſorts of gentlemen what it is they wiſh for, you 
will find they have ſeveral ends in view: ſome of them 
are men that have, by their extravs :gance, ſpent their 
fortunes, loſt their credit, and therefore are in a vio- 
lent haſte for a war, an hoyes, by plander, to repleniſh 
their pockets, like vultures who keep hovering over a 
dead carcaſe. They ſpeak aloud jut as they would 
have it, that all things are running to confuſion. 
Others, like crows, love the fruits of: the earth, but 
hate the ſmell of yun-powder; and theſe affirm as pos 
tively, though not ſo lovoly, that we ſhall be inevi- 
tably ruined unleſs there 3s a change of the miniſtry, 
A third ſort of this diſaftecied party, are a ſet of men, 
like moles, that are always digging under ground, and 
no kind of foil can eſcape their taions, 

Beſides theſe there is another party, whoſe deſigns are 

extremely foreign to any of the telt, and yet they are 


egually 
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equally pernicious, There are ſeveral ſele& companies 


of drunkards, who, inſtead of minding their own by. 


Ages, aſſemble at different alehouſes to ſettle the ſtate 
of the nation, over a tankard of porter, or a bow! of 
punch. Theſe may properly be called. 


A pamper'd people, and debauch'd with eaſe, 
No King can govern, and no God can pleaſe,” 


The above gentty are a real nuiſance to human ſo- 


cieiy, as they raiſe groundleſs fears in the minds of 


peaceable people, who think it high time to feel their 
grievances, when they really happen, 

No man can be more a friend, and even an advocate 
For the liberties of his country, than myſelf; and a pa- 


triotic king will, at all times, attend to the voice of 


his people, and as a common father love to be put in 
mind of his duty, But when I find no fault commit- 
ted by adminiſtration, except ſuch as is inſeparably con-. 
netted with human nature, I confider the abettors as 
real incendiaties, who want to create difſenſions amongſt 


a brave united people, and make their beloved ſove- 


:1cign conceive an antipathy againſt his loyal ſubjects. 
For my own part, when I conſider the preſent dif. 
traced ſtate of affairs, and compare it with my duty az 
an individual, Tam ready to cry out Sith the Pſalmiſt, 
„ May peace be within her walls, and proſperity with. 


in her palaces!” May they proſper who wiſh her well, 


and ſcek her peace continually! and in this wiſh I doub! 
not but wall join heartily with 


Your friend, 


Fay 1 m « an du 


he 
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CARDS or COMPLIMENT. 


ARD s of compliment ſhould be hort, eaſy, and 
confiſtent with politeneſs, They muſt begin with 

the title or ſtyle of the writer—and care muſt be taken 
immediately after to mention, in a reſpeAful manner, 
the ſtyle or title of thoſe to whom they are addreſſed; 


they muſt contain but one ſu je ct, and that ſhouid bz 
| expreſſed with elegance and perſpicuity. 


MISS SPRIGHTLV's feſcectful compliments to 
Lady Tiſſue, entreats the honour of her company this 
afternoon to a Clſh of tea. - 


Monday Morn. 


LADY TISSUE's compliments to Miſs Spright!y, 
is happy to accept her agreeable invitation, | 
Monday Noon. | 


MRS. FLEMING's compliments to Miſs Dyſon, 
hopes ſhe got ſaſe home, and is in health, after the fa. 
tigue of fitting up ſo late. + - 


Friday Morn, 


, 
CT NE AA: ane 


MISS DYSON*'s compliment's to Mrs, Fleming, 


Igot home perfeCtiy ſafe, and is extremely well; ra- 


terns reſpectful thanks for her obliging enquiries, 
Friday 2 iCleock, 


+ LORD 
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LORD SPANGLE's compliments to fir James Bril. 
liant, ſhouid eiteem it as a favour to be obliged with 
his company to take an airing to Kew —the chariot to 
be at the door at three, 


T hur/aay Noon, 


— _ 6 — 


SIR JAMES BRILLIANT's reſpedful compliment; 
to Lord Spangle—will be happy to attend his Lordſki ip 
punctually at the time. 


Thurſday 1 o Clicks 


- . * 


— 


MISS GUITT AR's compliments, ſhould be glad 


of Miſs Spinnet's company to pics a bit on dinner 
wich her. | 


Wedneſday 3 Clock, 


4 — 


3 


* 


MISS SPINXNNET's compliments; wil! not fail to 
wait upon Miſs Guittar, 


Hednejday ioo Clock, 


MRS. SHADWELL's compliments to Miſs Cloudy, 
Mould be glad of her agree eable company to paſs the 
afternoon. hp 


10 Click Morn, 


—— =» 


— „ 


MISS CLOUDY's compliments to Mrs. Shad well, 
cannot have the pleaſure of accepting her agreeable in- 
e1:ation, being engaged in a party to the Muſeum. 


11 Chet Moern. 


LQRU 
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* LORD HAIRBRAIN's compliments to Mr, Spar- 
row, ſhould be glad of his company in the evening 
to Vauxhall 


Thur/day 4 0 Clock, 


11 
ith 
40 


56 ol Mr. SPARROW“s relpectfol oompliments to Lord 
hip Hairbrain, muſtdeny himſelf the pleaſure of attending 


| his Lordſhip, being already engaged in a party to 
Ranelagh. 


Thurſday, 5 o Click. 


lad 


;n<r 


il to 


vdy, 
the 


Q 3 | Having 


Having preſented our Readers avith Letters on the moſt im- 
fortant Concerns of Life, and Forms for writing Compli- 
mentary Cards, in order 10 make the Work as complete a: 
peſſille, wwe have here added ſeveral uſeful Forms is 
Law, ſuch as a Mortgage, a Letter of Licence, Bonds, 
Indentures, &c. together with a great Variety of Pet: - 
tions, frem People in lower, or midaling States of Life, 
to theje in higher Stations. 


A COMMON MORTGAGE OF AN ESTATE. 


HIS Indenture made Petaveen A. B. of &c. of 
the one part, and C D of &c. of the other part, 
awitnefjed, that the ſaid 4. B for and in conſideration 


of the ſum of one hundred pounds of lawful money of 


Great-Britain, to bim in hand paid by the ſaid C. D. 
the receipt wherecf the ſaid 4. B. doth hereby confeſs 
and acknowledge; He the ſaid 4. B. hath pranied, 
bargained and ſold, and by theſe pretents doth grant, 
&c, unto the ſaid C D. All tha: meſſuage ontenement, 
&c. and all thoſe lands, &c, ſi uate, &c, and alio the 
reverſion and reverſfions, remaincer ard remainders, 


rents and ſervices of and ſingular the ſaid premiſes. 


above mentioned, and of every part and parcel thereof, 
with the appurtenances, To have and to held the ſaid 
meſſuage or tenement, lands and premiies above. men- 
tioned, and of every part and parcel thereof, with the 
appurtenances, unto the {aid C. D. his executors, ad- 
miniſtrators and aſſigns, for and during the term of five 


hundred years, next and immediately enſuing and fol- 


lowing, and fully to be complete and ended: Tielding 
and paying therefore yearly, during the ſaid term, cne 


pepper- corn, in and upon the ſeaſi of Sr, Michael, the 


Archangel, 
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Archangel, if demanded. Provided always, and upon 
condition, that if the ſaid 4 B. his heirs or aſſigne, do, 
and ſhall well and truly pay, or cauſe to be pad, unto 
the ſaid C. D. bis executors, adminiſtrators and aſſians, 


the full ſum of one hundred and five pounds of law ful 
Britiſh money. in and upon the day, & without any 


ded uction or abatement for taxes, aſſ-{Tnents, or any 
cther impoſitions whatſoever, either o djra'y or extra. 
ordinary ; that then and from thenceforth theſe preſents, 
and every thing herein contained, hall ceaſe, deter- 
mine, and bevoid; any thing herein contained to the 
contrary notwithſtanding: Ard ihe laid A. B for him- 
ſelf, his heirs, and aſſigns, doth covenant and grant 
to, and with the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtra. 
tors, and aſſigns, that the ſaid 4. B. his heirs ot aſ- 
ſigns, ſhall and will well and truly pay, or cauſe to be 
paid, unto the ſaid C. D. his ex*cutors, adminiftras 
tors or aſſigns, the ſaid full ſum of one hundred and 
hve pounds, in and upon the ſaid day, &c. Which will 
be in the ſaid year, &c, without any deduction as aforc- 
ſaid, according to the true intent and meaning of theſe 
preſer ts: And ao, that he the ſaid C. D executors, 
admin:i{trators,enc aſſigns ſhall and may at alltimes, after 
defaultſhall be made in perfor mance of the proviſo or cone 
dition herein contained, peace-bly and quietly enter into 
have, hold, occupy, poſſe!s and enjoy all and ſingular 
the ſaid meſſuage or tenement, lands and premiſes above 
mentioned, and every part and parcel thereof, with the 


appurtenances, for and during the reſidue and remainder 


of the faid term of five hund:ed years hereby granted, 
which ſhall be then to come and unex, ired, without 
the ler, trouble, hindrance, moleſtation, interruption, 
and denial of him the ſaid A. B. his heirs and aſſions, 
and of all and every other peiſun or perſons, and his 
and their heirs, and thing having or claiming in the 
ſaid meſſuage, or tenement and piewiſes above-menti- 
oned, or any part thereof, ſhail and will, at any time 
or times, after default ſnall be made in performance of 
the proviſo or concition herein contained, make, do, 
and execute, or cauſe or procyie to be made, done, and 
exccuted, all and every ſuch further and other lawful 


and 


* 
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and reaſonable grants, aQ. and aſſo ranges in the law 
whatſoever, for the further, better ano more perfect 
granting and aſſuring of all aud ſingular tbe ſaid premi- 
ſes abnvementioned, with th: appurtenances, unto the 
ſaid C. D Ty held to him the ſaid C D. his executors, 
adminiſtrators and aſſigns, for and during ail the reſt 
and reſidue of the ſaid term of five hundred years above 
granted, which ſhall! be then to come and unexpired, 
as by the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtrators or aſ- 
ſigns, or his or their counſel Jearned in the law ſhall be 
reaſonably deviſed, or adviſed and required, And laſt- 
/y, it is covenanted, granted, concluded and agreed 
upon, by and between the ſaid parties to theſe preſents; 
and the true meaning hereof alſo is, and it is he eb) 
ſo declared, that until default ſhall be made in per- 
formance of the proviſo or condition, herein contained, 
he the ſaid A. B. his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall and may 
bold and enjoy all and ſingular the ſaid premiſes above- 
mentioned, and receive and take the rents, iſſues and 
Profits thereof, to his and their own proper uſe and 
benefits; any thing herein contained notwithſtanding : 
In witneſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand and 
ſeal, this third day of June, in the — year of the reign 


of our ſovereign Lord GEORGE III. by the grace of 


God, of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, deſender 


of the faith; and in the year of our Lord God, one: 


thouſand ſeven hundred and 
| A. B.. 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered; 
being firſt duly ſtamped) 
in the preſence of us. 

G. D. 
o E. F. 


1 . 


2 


A LETTER OF LICENCE. 


ttt 


T all to whom theſe preſents ſhall come. We 


whoſe hands and ſeals are hereunder ſet, ditors. 


of George Wilſon, of the pariſh of Saint Luke, Old- 
| ade irest, 


* 
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| ftreet, in the county of Middleſex, gentleman, fend 
greeting. Whereas the ſaid George Wilſon, on the day 


of the date hereof, is indebted to us the ſaid creditors 
in ſeverals ſums of money, and not having wherewithal 
to ſatisfy us at preſent, We and every one of us are 
willing to grant unto him the ſaid George Wilſon time 
for the payment of the ſame. Now know ye that we 
the ſaid creditors, and every one of us for his own pro- 
per debt, part and portion, ſeverally have given and 
granted, and by theſe preſents do give and prant unto 
the iaid George Wilſon, free licence, liberty and leave, 
as in us ſcve ally lies, ſure and ſafe conduct to come, 
go, and reſort about his buſineſs and affairs at his free 
will and pieaſure from the day of the date hereof, unto 
the tall eng, and term of ſix months next enſuing, 
withoutany lets, ſuit, trouble, arreit, attachment, or 
other diſturbance whatſoever, io be offered or done unto 
him the ſaid George Wilſon, his wares, goods, money, 
or merchand:zes whatſoever by us or any of us the exc= 
cutors, adminiftrators, partners or aſſigns of as, or any 
of as by our or any of our means or procurement, 
And we the {aid creditors, ſeverally and reſpectively, 
each for himſelf and herielf, his and her executors and 
adminiſtrators, ſeverally and apart, and not jointly, 
covenant, grant, and agree to and with the faid George 
Wilſon, that if any trouble, vexation, wrong, da- 
mage or hindrance ſhall be done unto him the ſaid 
George Wilſon, either in his body, goods or chattels, 
within the ſaid term of ſix months from the date of 
theſe preſents, by us, or any of us, contrary to the 
tenor and effect of this our licence, that then he the 
iaid George Wilſon, his executors and adminiſtrators, 
ſhall be, by virtue of theſe preſents, acquitted and 
diſcharged againſt him, or any of us, by whom and 
by whoſe means he mall, contrary to the true meaning 
of theſe preſents, be arreſted, troub'ed, impriſoned, 
attached, grieved, or damnified, of al manner of ac- 
tions, ſults, quarrels, debts, duties and demands, ei- 
ther in law or in equity whatſoever, from the begin- 
mag of the world to the day of the date of theſe pre- 
ſents, In witneſs whereof we the ſaid creditors have 
hereunto 
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hereunto ſet our hands and ſeals, the ewenty-ſxth 


day of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred an L 
. 
Go D, Ec, F 
Sealed and delivered, being fir 
Aub ſtamped, in the preſence 
of us, 
F. F. 
G. H. 
y 
> EB! 
d 


A 0.NÞ; 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I liam 
 Thomp/en, of the pariſh of St. Giles, in the county 
of Midaleſex, gentleman, am held and firmly bound to 
George Wiljon, of the ſaid county of Middle/ex, Eſq; in 
the penal ſum of tau hundred pounds of good and Jaws: 
money of Great=Britain, to be paid to the ſaid George 
Filſon, Eſq; or to bis certain attorney, his executors, 
adminiſtrators, or aſligns; for the true payment where. 
of, I bind myſelf, my beirs, executors, and admini- 
ſtrators, firmly by theſe preſents, ſealed with my ſeal. 
Dated this ſecond day of December, in the year of 
the reign of our ſovereign lord George the Third, by 
the grace of God of Great-Britain, France, and Ireland, 
king, defender of the faith, and ſo forth, and in the 
year of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
The condition of this obligation is ſuca, That if the 
above bounden William I hompſon, hisheirs, executors, 
or adminiſtrators, do well and truly pay, or cauſe to be 
Paid to the above-named George Wilſon, his excutors, 
acminiftrators, or aſſigns, the full ſum of one hundred 
pounds, of good and lawful money of Creat-Britain, 
on the arti day of September next enſuing che daie here- 


of, 


1 
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of, with lawful intereſt, then this obligation to be 
void, or elle to remain in full force. 


William Thamp/on, 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
in the preſence of us, being 
fi duly Rampes, 

Timothy Athins, 
William Wharlton, 


When a bond is given, double the ſum of the 
value received is mentioned in the obligatory part, and 


| the real ſum meant to be ſecured is inſerted in the con- 


dition, 


A LETTER or ATTORNEY. 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I Charles 

Tehnſen, of Yarmouth, in the county of Norfulk, 
weaver, (for divers conſiderations and good cauſes me 
hereunto moving) have made, ordained, conſtituted, 
and appointed, and by theſe preſents do make, ordain, 
conſtitute and appoint, my truſty friend Dawid Willams 
of Noravich, in the county aforeſaid, gent. my true and 


lawful attorney, for me, in my name, and to my uſe 
to aſk, demand, recoveror receive, of and from A. B. 


of Thetford, in the ſaid county, the ſum of fixty pounds, 
giving, and by theſe preſents granting to my faid attor- 
ney, my ſole and full power and authority, to take pure 
ſue, and follow ſuch legal courſes, for the recovery, re- 
ceiving, and obtaining of the ſame, asI myſelf might 
or could do, were | perſonally preſent; and upon the 
receipt of the ſame, acquittances, and other ſufficient 
diſcharges, for me, and in my name, to make, ſign, 
ſeal, and deliver; as alſo one more attorney, or attor- 
nies under him, to ſubſtitute or appoint, and again at 
his pleaſure to revoke; and further to do, perform, and 
finiſh for me, and in my name, all and ſingular thing 
an 
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and things, which ſhall or may be neceſſary, and en. 
tirely as I the ſaid Charles Johnſon, in my own perſon, 
ought or could do in and about the ſame: ratifying, 
allowing, and confirming, whatſoever my ſaid attorney 
ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, in and about 
the execution of the premiſes, by virtve of theſe pre. 
ſents: In witneſs whereof, I have here unto ſet my 
hand and ſea], the firſt day of November, in the 

year of the reign of our ſovereigr Lord George III. by 
by the grace grace of God, of Great-Britain, France, 
and Ireland, defender of the faith; and in the year of 
our Lord God one thouſand ſeven hundred and. 


Charles Jobnſon. 


-. 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, IZ 
in the preſence of us, 
. B; : 
"Mien ow 


A Letter of Attorney by a Seaman; era Will and Pcaver. 


'F NOW all men by theſe preſents, that 1 7% Fore. 
Kale, mariner, now belonging to nis mayeity's 
ſhip the Terrible, for divers good cauſes and conficera- 
tions me thereunto moving, have, and by theſe pre- 
ſents do make my truſty friend (or beloved fe) 7 ho. 
mas Truſly, citizen and baker of Lendon, ny true and 
lawful attorney, for me, and in my name, ard form; 
uſe, to aſk, demand, and receive, of and from itt 
right honourable the treaſurer, or pay maſter of his 
Majeſty's navy, and commiſſioners ot prizo-money, 
and whom elſe it may concern, as well all fuck wages, 
and pay, bounty-money, prize money, and ail cther 
ſum and ſums of money whatſoever, as now are, and 
which hereafter ſhall and may be due, or payable ur 
to me; alio all ſuch penſions, falaries, ſmart money, 
or all other money or things whativever, which 50% 


are, or at any time hereafter ſhall or may be due unt 


me, 


3 Lay „ 
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me, for my ſervice, or otherwiſe, in any one of his 
majeſty's ſhip or ſhips of war, frigates or veſſels; Giv- 


ing and hereby granting, unto my ſaid attorney, full 
and whole power, to take, purſue, and follow, ſuch 


legal ways and courſes, for the recovery, receiving, 


and obtaining, and diſcharging upon the ſaid ſum or 
ſums of money, or any of them, as | myſelf might or 
could do, were J perſonally preſent; and I do hereby 
ratify, allow, and confirm, all and whatever my ſaid 
attorney ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, and 
about the execution of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe 
preſents; in witneſs whereof, I have hereunto ſet my 
hand and ſeal this ſecond 884 of November, one thous 
ſand ſeven hundred and 


FJobn Forecaſlle, 


| Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 


in 1 preſence of us, 


. 
C. D. 


1 . 


In the name of God, Amen, The third day of Oclo- 
ber, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


John Bale, of the city of Lendon, packer, being very 

ſick, and weak of body, but of perfect mind and 
memory, thanks be given unto God: Therefore call - 
ing unto mind the mortality of my body, knowing that 
it is appointed unto all men once to die, do make and 
ordain this my laſt will and teſtament; that is to ſay, 
*F principally and firſt of all, I give and recommend my 
ſoul into the hands of Almighty God that gave it, and 
my body I recommend to the earth, to be buried in de- 
cent Chriſtian burial, at the diſcretion of my executors; 
nothing doubting, but at the general reſurrection 1 


Analh receive the ſame again, by the almiphty power of 
God. And as touching luch worldly eſtate where with 


it hath pleaſed” God to bleſs me in this life, 1 give, 


F Late, and diſpoſe of the {ame 1n the following man- 


ner and form. . 
R Firſt, 
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Firſt, I give and bequeath to Mary, my dearly be- 
loved wife, the ſum of eight hundred pounds, of law- 
ful money of England, to be raiſed and levied out of 
my eſtate, together with all my houſhold goods, debts, 
and moveable effects. . | 

Alſo, I give to my weli-beloved daughter, Elizabeth 
Bale, the ſum of two thouſand pounds of lawful money 
of Eng/and, to be raiſed and levied out of my eſtate, 


and paid to her by my executors hereafter-named, on 


the day of her marriape, or when ſhe becomes twenty 
one years old. And allo that my executors ſhall pay 
her one hundred pounds, lawful money of England, on 
the firſt day of every year, until ſhe claims the above 
two thouſand pounds, according to the intent and 
meaning of this will. > | 
Aiſo, | give and bequeath to my well beloved ſon 
John Bale, whom | likewiſe conſtitute, make, and or- 
dain m; ſole executor of this my laſt will and ceſtament;, 
all and ſingular my lands, meſſuages and tenements, by 
him freely to be peſſeſſ⸗d and enjoyed. And [do here. 
Ey uiterly diſallow, revoke, and diſannul, all and every 
other former teſtaments, wills, legacies, bequeſts and 
executors, by me in any ways before-named, willed and 
bequeathed; ratifying and confirming this, and po 
other, to be my laſt will and teſtament. In witneſs 
whereof J have hereunto {et my hand and ſeal the day 
and year above written. | 
| Tohn Bate. 
Signed, ſealed publiſhed, pro- | 
nounced, and declared, by the 
faid John Bale, as his laft 
bh and teflament, in the 
preſence of us the ſubjcribers, 
William Baker, . 
Jehn Smith, 
George Adams, | | 
N. B. Va will be already made, and the perſon hath 
no mind to alter it, but to add jumething more, thers may 
be affixed the fo.lowing Codicil or Scheaule to it, and it 
will Hand good in law ai part of the will, after being 
properly witneſſed, 1 


A Codicil, 
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4 Cedicil, or Schedule to a Will. 


E it known to all men by theſe preſents, That E 
John Bale, of the city of London, packer, have 
made and declared by my laſt will and teſtament in 
writing, bearing date the third Gay of October, ors 
thouſand ſeven hundred ard ; | the ſaid John Bale; 
by this preſent Codicil, do ratify and confirm my fa d 
laſt will and teftament, and do give and bequeath 2nto 
my lovirg godſon Milliam Millar, the ſum of fifty 
pounds, of good and lawful money of England, to be 
paid to him the ſaid William Millar, by my executor, 
out of my eſtate: and wy will and meaning 1s, that 
this Coazcil, or Schedule, be acjudged to be a part and 
parcel of my laſt will and teſtament; and that all things 
therein mentioned and contained, be faithfully and 
truly performed, and as fully and amply in every re- 
ſpect, as if the ſame were ſo declared and ſet down in 
my ſaid laſt will and teſtament, Witneſs my hand this 


tenth day of November, one thouſand ſeven hundred 


Jobn Bale. 


- K— 
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A DAAD or Sir. 
12 all people to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, I 


George Heaward do ſend greeting. Know ye that I 


the ſaid George Howard, of the pariſh of 87. Leonard, 
Shored:tch in the county of Middle/ex, gardener, for and 
in conſideration of the love, good-will, and affection 
w-hich 1 have and do bear towards my loving ſiſter Mary 
Page, of the ſame pariſh and county, widow ; have 
given and granted, and by theſe preſents do freely give 
and grant unto the ſaid Mary Page, her heirs, execu- 
tors, or adminiſtrators, all and ſingular my goods and 
chattels, now being in my preſent houſe, known by 


the name of the White Swan; of which theſe preſents 


I have delivered her, the ſaid Mary Page, an inventory 
ſigned with my own hand, and bearing date, to have 
and to hold all the ſaid goods and chattels in the ſaid 


"8 4 premiſes, 
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premiſes, or dwelling hcuſe, to her the ſaid Mary Page, 
her keirs, executors, or adminiſtrators, from hence- 
forth, as her and their proper goods and chattels abſo- 
lutely, without any manner of condition. In witneſs 
whereof I have hereunto put my hand and ſeal, this 
tenth day of Nowember, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
2d — 
George Howard, 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
in the preſence of ut, 
3 4 B. 
C. D. 


Note, This precedent may be extended 10 the giving 
acbay of cattle, corn, houſe er land, if nai entailed, &c. 
but the particulars mult be named. 


T — — — 


A INDENTURE ror an APPRENTICE, 


THIS indenture witnefieth, That Benjamin Webs, 
fon of Richard Webb, late of Guildford, in the 
county of Surty, hath put himſelf, and by thele pre- 
ſents Goth voluntarily, and of h:s own free will and 
accord, put himſelf apprentice to Carles Bellamy, citi. 
zen and linen-draper of London, to learn his art, trade 
or myſtery, after the manner of an apprentice, to ſerve 
him from the day of the date hereof, for and during the 
full term of {even years next eniving; doting all which 
time he the ſaid apprentice his taid matter ſhall faith - 
fully ſerve, his ſecrets keep, his lawful commandseve- 
ry where gladly obey, He ſhall do ru damage to his 
ſaid maſter, nor ſee it to be cone by otheis, without 
letting or giving notice thereof to his ſaid maſter. He 
ſhall not walle his ſaid maſter's goods, nor lend them 
unlawfully toothers, He ſhall not commit fornication, 
nor contract matrimony within the ſaid term, Atcards, 
dice, or any unlawtui game, he ſhall not play, where— 
by his ſaid maſter may be damaged, With his own 
goods, or goods of others, during the term, without 
licence of his ſaid maſter, he ſhall neither buy nor ſel]. 
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Lord God one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
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| He ſhall not abſent himſelf day nor night from his ſaid 


maſter's ſervice, without his leave, nor haunt aſehou-. 
ſes, taverns, playhouſes: but in all things behave 
"FATE fas a faithful apprentice ought to do, during 


the ſaid term. And the ſaid maiter ſhall uſe the utmoit 


of his endeavours to teach, or cauſe to be taught and 
inſtructed, the ſaid apprentice in the trade and myſtery 
he now profeſſeth, occupieth or followeth; and pro- 
cure and provide for him the ſaid apprentice ſufficient 
meat, drink, apparel, waſhing and lodging, fitting 


for an apprentice, during the ſaid term. And for the 


true performance of all and every the ſaid covenants 
and agreements, either of the ſaid parties bind them- 
ſelves unto the other by theſe preſents, In witneſs 
whereof they have interchangeably put their hands and 
ſeals, this tenth day of Nowember, in the pear 
of the reign of our ſovereign lord George III. by the 
grace of God, king of Great-Britain, France and Ire- 
land, defender of the faith; and in the year of our 


Benjamin Webb, 
Charles Bellamy. 
org Johnſon, I] Vrin = 
Thomas Pine, : Wan 
Note, J an apprentice be inrolled, he cannot ſue cut his 
indenture, but upon proof of unmerciful uſage, want of 
wV:1Auals, and oth'r necefſaries, or his maſter's bring inca- 
pable of teaching him his trade, or not cauſing it jo to te 
done at his own proper charge by others; And the ſamè 


| holds good in relation to & miſtreſs. Hut there being 19 
inrollment, an indenture may be ſued out, without foe» 


ing cauſe, in an y city or corporation, GC 
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A BILL or SALE or GOODS. 
NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I, A. B. 


of | for and in conſideration of the ſum of 


to me in hand paid, at and before the 
8 and delivery hereot, by C. D of 


the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, ae 


margnined and ſold, and by theſe preſents do bargain 
R 3 ſell 


198 A BILL or SALE or GOODS, &c; | 
and ſell unto the ſaid C. D all the goods, hovſhold- 
ſtuff, and implements of houſhold, and al: other goods 


whatſoever, mentioned in the ſchedule hereunto an- 


nexed, now remaining and being-in 


To have and to hold all and ſingular the goods, 'houſ-. 


hold ttvif, and implements of houſhold, and every of 


them, by theſe preſents, bargained and ſold unto the 
faid C. D. his executors, adminiſtrators and aſſigns, 


for ever. And | the ſaid A. B. for myſelf, my execu- 
tors and adminiſtrators, all and fingular of the ſaid 


goods, unto the ſaid C. D. his executors, adminiſtra- 


tors and altigns, againſt me the ſaid 4, B my execu- 
tors, adminiſtrators and aſſigns, and againit all, and 
every other perſon and perſons whatſoever, ſhall and 
will warrant, and for ever defend, by theſe preſents; 

of which goods I the ſaid A. B. have put the ſaid C. 
D. in full poſſeſſion, by delivering him one ſilver tank- 
ard, &. at the ſealing hereof: In witneſs whereof, I 
have hereunto put my hand and ſeal, this tenth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord God, one thouſand ſe- 
yen hundred and 


4. E. 
Signed, ſealed, and ls, 
in the preſence of us, 
5 C. D. 
E. F. 


A GENERAL RELEASE. 
NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I Timothy 


Lewepeace, of London, in the county of Middleſex, 
grocer, having remiſed, releaſed, and for ever quit 


claim to John Needy, of 1fingion, in the county afote- 
laid, carpenter, his heirs, executors, adminiftraio's, 


cf all, and all manner of adtion and actions, ſuits, bills. 
bonds, writings, debts, dues, duties, accompts, fum 
_ and ſums of money, leaſes, mortgages, judgmenis by 


con ſeſſion, or otherwiſe obtzineg, executions, extents, 


quarrels, controverſies, treſpaſſes, damages and de- 
mands . which by law or equity, or other- 
wie ſoever, I the ſaid Timshy Lowepeace, againit ihe 


ſaid 


tity by by Oy Oh my 
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ſame to the account of 8 
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ſaid John Needy ever had, and which I, my heirs, ex- 
ecutors, adminiitrators, ſhall or may claim, challenge 
or demand, for or by reaſon, means, or colour of any 
matter, cauſe or thing whatſoever, from the begin- 
ning of the world to the day of the date of theſe pre- 
ſents: In witneſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand 
and ſeal, this fifth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


5 Timothy Lavepeace. 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
being firſt legally flamped, 
in the preſence of us, 
„ 
C. D. 


„ Al the foregoing precedents muſt be wrote ufo 
famed paper, etherwije they will * of n1 (edt 


— — 


a. 
— 


— — — — — 


Firs Hows Very e for Perſons in Buſineſs. , 


NOTE OI HAND. 
: London, Feb. 12, 178 


I demand (or | aſter date) | promiſe to 
I pay Mr, Truft, or order, the ſum of | 
pounds, ſhillings, and pence, for value 


received; 
15 A. J. 
Mr. Truſt, to make ibis note negotiable, muſt in- 
dorſe his name on the back, and ſo muſt every perſon Ihre 


ERAS” 


Bi LE oF KXCHA NGE 


S IJ. R. Londen, Feb. 12, 178 
0 E month after date (fight, or at tight, pleaſe to 
"ay Mr, Obligation, or order, the tum f 
Poltngs; ſhillings, and p<nic, and place the 


Your humble ſervant, 


To | D. E. 
Mr, — merchant, Corabiil. 
| | % Deſeret 
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*. Before this bill is rendered properly n:gotiable, or 
ean be demanded when due it muſt be accepted by the mer- 
chant, and indor/td by the perſon in whoſe favour it is 
drawn. and alſe by all ſuch as receive it afterwards, in 
caſe of failure on the acceptor's fide. 


MEMORANDU M, 
Which is neceſſary to bind a ſudden Bargain, 


Mem. E E. C. and S. D. do hereby mutually 

| * y agree to, &c. (or abide by the above men- 
tioned articles of agreement) and, in witneſs whereof, 
we do hereunto ſet our hands, this day of Feb- 0 
ruary, 178 | _ 
Witneſs, T. Z. | - -_ 


** Fach of the parties engaged in this memorandum 
muſt have a duplicate of it, 13 5 


*+* Our readers are regueſted to obſerve, that no ine 
Hrument of writing whatever muſt be dated with the day 
of the month on which Sunday falls, becauſe ſuch errors 
are alabays deemed invalid by law, 1 


ow 60 
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COMPLETE PETITION ER. 
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S the very word Petition implies a wapt, the lan- 
guage of Petitions ſhould be at once the moſt 


humble and reſpectful imaginable. 


A Petition ſhould be expreſſive and brief; expreſſive, 
to move the paſſions of the perion addreſſed ; and brief, 
not to appear tedious; for perſons in power have but 
little time, and petſons in af ience but ſmall inclina- 
tion to peruſe long details of diftrels, A ſhort petition, 
plainly written, which may be read with eaſe in a trifle 


Jof time, will always prove the more effectual. 


Let the writer be careful to place the introductory ſu- 
perſcription and addreſs, at a conſiderable diſtance from 
the body of the petition, and the concluding prayer 
likewiſe ſhould never be crowded near the preceding 


E Words, 


AS 


—— — 
— — —— 
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2s many unfortunate perſons, under ſentence of 
death or tranſportation, prompted by the natural deſire 


of life, or liberty, wiſh to petition his Majeſty to ex- 
tend his royal clemency towards them, but are unac- 
quainted with the mode, we ſhall here inform ſuch of 


the moiſt probable means of proving ſucceſsful, as well 


as inſtruct any other perſons of inferior ſtation to addreſs 
their ſuperiors with propriety upon any emergency, 
With reſpect to a petition to the King, it is improper 


to deliver it into his ewn hands, unleſs ſome perſon of 


con ſideration can be procured to preſent it. A petition 
deſigned to appear before his Majeſty ſhould be ſigned 
by ſome reſpectable names, and ſent directed for his 


Mæjeſty to the Secretary of State's office in Whitehall, 


as. that is the proper channel by which it ſhould be 
conveyed, The petitioner may then ſet forth every fa- 
vourable citcumſlance properly confirmed by the ſigna- 
ture of ſome reſpeQtable names in another petition to 
the Recorder, as on his report, if the petitioner is con + 
demned to die, his fate will in a great meaſure depend, 


. 


— 


PETITIONS. 


— 


From a Perſon under Sentence of Death for Murder. 
To the King's Moſt Fate Maje/ly, 
7 he humble Petition of A. B. 


* reſpeAſully ſpeæueth, 


Ha T your Majeſty's unfortunate petitioner was 

convicted at the laſt ® Ola Bailey ſeſſions, of the 
horrid crime of murder, and received ſentence of death 
accordingly; yet he hopes, from your Majeſty's hu- 
manity, as there are ſeveral circumſtances in his fa 
vour, to partake of that royal clemeney, which delights 
in ek of i to the afflicted, 


— 
— — 


5 


— 


3 


* [tis refer to mention the particular ſeſſion, as 8 


are frequently many of the ſame name under confinement at 
the ſame time. 


As 


PETITIONS. 203 


As it appeared upon his trial that he did not act by 
" Þ the influence of premeditated malice, but a ſudden guſt 
£ of paſſion, he humbly hopes to obtain that indulgent 
c conhoeration which he has no doubt but your Majeſty's 
humane diſpoſition will deem his unhappy caſe deſerve 
. ing of, that through your Majeſty's benevolence, he | 
may live to atone for his paſt crimes and follies, and be- 4 
come an example to others, and a grateful monument | 
p of your Majeſty's royal clemency. 1 
n And your Majeſly's humble petitioner, as in duty [ 
d bound, will ever pray. 1 
13 be 
„, Fa | | 5 [ 
. i 
From à Perſon under Sentence of Death for a Robbery, or + 
-# a Burglary, 1 
LO . | 
. To the King's 7 Excellent Majeſty, 
T he humble Petition of A. B. 
Mof reſpeRFully ſheweth, 
HAT your M:jeſty” s moſt unhappy peiicner 
was convicted in ſeſſions, for havin 
committed (a robbery, or burglary) and received ſen- 
tence of death accordingly; ; but from the known bene- 
volence of your Majeſty's diſpoſition, he humbly pre- 
ſumes to throw. himſelf at your feet, and hopes to ex- 
FE 
de perience that royal clemency which has ſa often been 
th extended to dry the tears of diſtreſs. 
9 He is truly ſeni;ble of the enormity of his crimes, a 
1 ſincere pe nitent for having committed them; and hopes, 


15 through your Majeſty's humane conſideration, to make 
amends for his paſt tranſpgreflions, by being a grateful 
ſubject, an uſeful member of ſociety, a comfort to his 
friends, and a credit to himſelf, in any part of your 
Mejeſty's dominions, which in your royal wiſdom you 
4. may pleaſe 10 point. 


Your 
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Your Majeſty's petitioner hath “ fix children, and 2 
wife at preſent pregnant, he therefore humbly implores 
your Majeſty's c:mpaſhon to be extended to a miſerable 
huſband, an unhappy father, and a penitent ſinner, 
And that concord may dwell in vour Majeſty's councils, 
bleſſings await your family, and 1 attend your 
reign. 


Your Majeſty's bumble petitioner, as in duty beund, 
wwill ever pray +. 


— 
* 


— 


Fig the Widow if a Military Officer, Soliciting for a 


Penſion. 
To the King's Mojt Excellent Majeſiy. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
HAT your petitioner is the widow of the decea- 
ſed major Dons, of the regiment of foot, 


'That your petitioner's late huſband: ſerved your Ma- 
jeſty faithfully and loyally above thirty years; and, 

during that time, having nothing to ſubſiſt on but his 
pay, and a large family to bring up, he died a few 
months ago, and left your petitioner utterly unprovided 
for, and four infant daughters, expoſed to all the hard- 

ſhips of an injurious world, That your petitjoner has 
already applied to ſome of your Majeity's miniſters, 
without ever obtaining an anſver, and being deſtitute 

of every comfort, and even necefliry of life, has ven- 
| tured to preſent her petition at the foot of the throne, 
Her own life has been ſpent in diſcharging her do- 
meſtic duties, and her huſband's in venturing his life 
in defence of yuur Mejeſty s perſon and government. 
From your Land s great tres ſhe has every 


— — * 


* This part. aokes equi gte, 10 be omitted. 


+ With the alteration of a few words, the ſame pelo. 
rien will ſerve for either ox, 


thing 
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thing to hope, and to you, as the common father of 
your people, ſhe looks up with the greateſt anxiety, 
that your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſe to order 
a {mall annuity for her {upport, and to enable her to 
beitow on her children an education ſuitable to the rank 
of one of your Majeſty's military ſervants, 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, Shall ever pray. 


To the Rigbe Honouratle the Fir/ Lord Oy Wha of 
the Treaſury, for a Place in the Stamp Office, 


The bundle Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner has formerly lived | in credit 

in the world, but through a variety of loſſes in 
trade, is reduced, oth his family, to the loweſt ſtate 
of poverty, and deltitute of the neceflaries of life; 
and being defirous to diſcharge his duty as a huſband, 
and a father, he has preſumed to addreſs himſeit to 
your loro ſhip, for one of the preſent vacant places of 
diſtributors in the Stamproffice, and for which he can 
make it appear he is properly qualified, and will pro- 
duce people of reputation to his character, and who (if 
required) will give fecarity for his fidelity. Being 
fully convinced that your lordſhip's readineſs to relieve 
diſtreſſed merit, and your great humanity to every one 
in diſtreſs, he is filled with the chearful hopes, that Eis 
requeſt will meet with a favourable reception, and your 
lordſhip will reflect with pleaſure, that your bounty 
has reſcued him from miſery, and enabled his family 
to enjoy thoſe comforts of life io which they have long 
been rangers. 


And your petitioner, as in duty brund, ſhall ever pray, 


* 
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To the Jame, for a Tide Waiter's Place in the Cufone 


Houſe, 


To the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury. | 


The humble W of A. B. 


Sbeawetb, 


HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be 
brought up in a trade, which at preſent is ſo bad 
thai few hands are employed in it, and even thoſe can 
ſcarce procure a ſubfiltence. — That your petitioner has 
ſought for every opportunity to obtain employment in 


vain, and at preſent is left in a very diſtreſſed condition. 


That your pertitiqner being deſirous to apply himſelf 
to ſome uſeful emplo ment, and finding that ſome 
tide-waiters are at preſent wanting on the river, has, 
with the greateſt humility, preſumed (o beg of your 


lordſhip to be employed as one. He is ready to pro: 
duce proofs of his ability to diſcharge the duty of that 


Ration, anc if ſo happy as to ſeem worthy of your 
lordſhip's notice, he ſhall, on all occaſions, obſerve the 
Rricteſt fidelity, and make it appear to the world that 


he has not been unworthy of your favour. 


And, as in duty bound, foal ever pray. 


rie 20% 
To the ſame, for a Place inthe Exciſe. 


To the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury. 


The humble Petition of A, B. 
Sheweth, 


H 4A T your petitioner had the misfortune not to- 

be brought up to any other employment than that 
of a gentieman?®s ſervant, in which ſtation he continued 
tl lait year, when he married, and was diſcharged 
from vis pace — That your petitioaer being out of all 
manner ot employment, and having learned the whole 
art and myſtety of gauging, he has preſumed to adorefs 
himſelf to your lordihip, for one of the preſent vacant 
places of a common exciſeman, in any part of the king- 
dom where your Jordihip ſhall think proper to order. 
His conduct has always been blameleſs, and his cha- 
racter will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, and on all occaſions 
he will make 1t his principal ſtudy to diſcharge every 
part of h1s duty with the utmolt fidelity, 


And, asin duty bound, hall ever pray. 


From a decayed Tradiſnan, to the Preſident and Go ver- 
nors of Chrift's Hoſpitai, for the alle of a ”P on 
that Founda'ion, 


Toe 540 Petition 7 A. B. 


8 lewerh 


HAT your petitioner ns lived many years in cre. 

dit, but through long fickneſs, and many loſſes 

in trace, is unable to beſtow upon his youngeſt ſon an 

education ſuitable to qualify him for an honeſt employ- 
ment, by which he might become uſeful in ſociety. 
That your petitioner is a freeman of the city of Lon— 
con, and while in proſperity terved all the offices in his 


Ipariſn. That his other children are fo far grown up, 


as to be already bound apprentices to different trades, 


E without ever baving any aſſi tance either from public or 


2 private 
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private charities, That yodr petitioner would net 
have made this requeſt, had he not been impelled by 
the greateſt neceſhtv. That your petitioner has nc. 
thing more to .ubiift on, but what he earns by nis dat- 
labour, and which is ſcarce ſufiicient to procure him 
the neceſſaries of life In cer ſideration of which he 
bumbi begs your honours will be f leaſed to take the 
premiſes into confideration, and admit a riendleſs boy 
en your foundation. 


And your petitioner, as in duty beund, foal ever pray. 


From a young Mow late Uſper to an * to be ad. 
milled a Clerk in the Bonk. 


To the Geert aud Directors of the Bank of England, 
T he bumble Petition of A. B. | 


Shewweth, 


E feel your petiticner was farmerly uſher and ac* 
| comptant in an eminent academy in Surry; but 
having lately married, was diſcharged from his effice, 
as none but ſingle men are permitted to refice in thoſe 
ſeminaries. That your petitioner being willing to do 
every thing in bis power for a ſupoort a+ an honeſt man, 
and being properly qual 29 to diſcharge all the cuues 
incumbent on a cle:k of the Bark, he has preſumed 
to take this method of applying to the honourable di— 
reQors. His characer will bear the ſtricteſt enquiry, 
and ſeveral gentlemen will give ſufficient ſecurity for 
any truſt repoied in him, He has the greater reaſon to 
hope for ſucceſs, as he is not capable of following any 
other employment, ſaving only that of the pen; and 
if ſ» tazpy as to obtain his requeſt, it ſhall be his 
conftant ftady to diſcharge with figelity W duty of 
that ſtation, 
And as in duty Bound, ſpall ever gray. 


Fron 


Fron 
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From a d. able Porter, to the Poſtmaſter-General, to be 
admilted as a Letter Carrier. 


To the Right Honourable the Poſtmaſter-Gentral. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


 Sheweth, | 
£ AT your petitioner was brought up to the bu+ 
fineſs of a porter, and by extreme hard labour 
procured a ſubſiſtence for himſelf, together with a wife 
1 0 four children. That your petitioner had the miſ— 
fortnne one day to fall down under a load, by which 
two of his ribs were broken, and otherwiſe ſo much 
hurt, as to be unable to carry loads for the future, 
That your petitioner was ſix months in St, Thomas's 
hoſoital, during which time his wife and family were 
in a ſtarving condition, being obliged to pawn their 
cloaths for the common neceſſaries of life, That when 
your petitioner was diſcharged from the hoſpital, he 
conſidered it as his duty to look for ſome employment 


ſuitable to the weak ſtate in which his misfortune had 


left him. That having heard that one of your meſ- 
ſengers was dead, and being well acquainted with eve- 
ry part of the town, he thought himſelf properly qua- 
lified to act as a letter=carrier, and for that purpoſe 
has preſumed to preſent this petition to your lordſhip. 
That your petitioner's character will bear the ſtricteſt 


enquiry, and if ſo happy as to ſucceed, will give ſecu- 
rity (if demanded) and 1n all things act with the great 


eſt fidelity. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, hall ever prays 


8 3 | From : 
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F rom a young Man, to be atmitud ar a Par fer in the Eaſt- 
India Serwice, 


To the Chairman and Director, ef the Honourable United 
Eaoft-India Company. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheaweth,. 1 


1 your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip to 
a ilk mercer, and was diſcharged with a proper 
certificate of his upright behaviour, That not having 
money to ſet up as a malter, and being but little ac- 
quainted with the world, he was obliged to look out 
for ſome other employment; and haviag an earneſt de- 
fire to viſit foreign countries, he has preſumed to ad- 
dreſs himſelf to the directors of the Eaſt India Com- 
Pany, in hopes of obtaining the place of one of ineir 
purſers. Certificates will be given of his ability for 
that office, ſecurity depoſited for whatever truſt is 
lodged with him, and his duty diſcharged with the 
ſtricteſt fidelity. That your petitioner is at preſent out 
of all manner of emploz ment, and would willingly 
ſpend his youth. in being uſeful to himſelf and conſti- 
tuents; nor does he delire anv further encouragement 
than his merit ſhall py entitle him to, and if 
ſo happy as to ſucceed, ſha!l, 


As in duly bound, ever prays. 


To 


ww, Gnu. fron Pak hind ans. od aw wwe + A _  8ww i a 
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ed 


Te honourableicompany, and that during the above time he 


To ihe fame, from a Labourer, defiring 70 be admitted a 
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To the ſame, from à young Gentleman, to be Surgeons 
3 5 Mate. 


To the Chairmin and Dire&or: of the Honourable United 
Eaſt India Company, 


The humble Petition of A, B. 


Shewveth, 
HAT your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip to 
«an eminent ſurgeon in the country, and after= 
wards attended the pradtice of the different hoſpitals in 
London; that having been examined at the company's 
hail, he was diſcharged witn a certificate of his ability 
to exerciſe the profeſſion of a ſurgeon, either at home 
or abroad. That your petitioner being young, would 


willingly ſpend ſome part of has time in viſiing dif- 


erent nations, particularly the Eaſt- Indies, in o:der 
to make himſelf acquainted with the diſorders peculiar 


to theſe climates: that not having it in his power to 


go at his own expence, he has preſumed to ſolicit the 
honovrable direcQtors to be admitted as ſurgeon, or ſur- 
geon's mate, on board of one of their outward bound 
ſhips; and as he preſumes that his abilities will be found 
ſofticiear for the diſcharge of his duty, fo likewiſe it 


ſhall be his principal ſtudy to treat every one of the pa- 
tients committed to his care with the greateit humanity.. 


Thai your petitioner ſhall, in all things, confo:m to 
the rules preſcribed fur his cond ud, and it ſo happy as 
to ſucceed, ſhall, | 

| | As in duty bound, ever pray. 


m_— Y 
2 „ — 


— 


Porter. 


To the Chairman and Directors of the Honourable United 


Eaſt India Company. 
7 he humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


1 your petitioner has ſerved ſixteen years as 


a latourer in the tea warehouſe belonging to the 


has 
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has conſtantly attended his duty, and bis conduct has 
been always avproved of by his ſuperiors, That your 
petitioner is now the oldeſt labourer in the houle, nor 
has he had any thing to ſubſiſt on during the whole 
time of his ſervitude, beſides his ſtated wages. That 
he has brought up a large family of children, and has 
at preſent a ſickly wife, far advanced in years. That 
the elder porter of that department to which I belong | 
being lately deceaſed, and there being ſeveral candi- | 
dates to ſucceed him, | have laid Bold of the {me op- 
portunity with them; and although 1 have not any | 
fault to find in the conduct of my opponents, yet it is 
poſſible the following circumſtances may plead in ny 

favour, viz My long ſervitude, —my advanced years, 

—anG my wite's infi-mities; and if in compaſſion to my 

diſtreſs you will be pieaſed to grant mv requeſt, it fall F 
be the buſineſs of my future life, to act with the ſame 

conſcientious fidelity in a more elevated ſtation, as I 

have always done in that of a more inferior. 7 
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And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ver pray. 


9 
”— 


From an aged Gentlewoman in Diſtreſi, to a Gentleman, 


aiftant Relation. 1 

To J. 8. 7; | I” 

The hum6le Petition of A, B. ; 

Shewweth, „„ ſe 

; | \1AT your petitioner has the honour to be nearly || 
related to your family, vour mother Deing my 15 
aunt. That your petitioner, whilſt very young, was | ©* 
married to an eminent merchant in Briſtol, witn whom | wE 


ſhe lived happy many years. That your petitioner's | T 

_ huſband was largely engaged in the trade to the coaſt te 

of Guinea, and the Weſt. Indies. That during the 

late war he had ſhares in ſeveral ſhips. trading to and 

from thoſe parts, and in their laſt voyage he unfortu- | * 

nately forgot to inſure them, That two of thole ſhips. | 78 
Saſs: wers 


N 


r IB 


„ Vw @ NY © 


py (0 


a 


27 5 


PEPYPTIFTEFO NS. 213 


were attacked and taken by a French privateer, which 
ob iged your petitioner's huſband to ſtop payment, and 
his creditcrs took out a commiſſion cf bankruptcy, 
That your petitioner's huſband was ſo affected with his 
loſs, that he ſoon after diedof a broken heart, and left 
your petitioner deſtitute of every neceſſary of liſe. That 
jour petitioner, confiding in your great humanity, hath 
preſumed to addreſs herfelf to ou. The ſmalleſt mat= 
ter either towards my immediate ſubſiſtence, or future 
ſupport, ſhall be received with the greateſt thankful- 
neſs, and acknowledged with gratitude to the lateſt 
period of my life, 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound ſhall ever pray, 


—_— 
- — — — 
— — 


From a decayed Citizen, to an opulent Alderman, abb had 
been bis Acquantance in his Youth, 


To the wor ſhipful Sir Fobn Freeman Knight, and Alderman 
| | of Lonaon, | 
T he humble Pelitien of A, B. 
Shew?th, | 


HAT vour petitioner ſerved his apprenticeſhip in 
the city of London, to an eminent vrocer, and 
afterwards became ſhzpman to another of the ſame pro- 


feſlion. That your petitioner having, by his induitry, 


ſaved ſome money, entered into buſineſs for himſelf, 
That having, at a great expence, fitted up a ſhop, he 
ſent large quantities of goods to country ſhopkeepers: 
that he was obliged to pay their notes to his creditors, 
and befcre they became due many of thoſe dealers be- 
came inſolvent, and your petitioner was obliged to re- 
ceive their notes, and make good the deficiencies, 


That your petitioner, after ſtrupgling to maintain his 


reputation as an honeſt man, was obliged to (top paye 
ment, and ſubmit to the diſagreeable neceſüt of be- 
coming a bankrupt, That when your petitioner had 
obtained his certificate, he had not wherewithal to enter 
into trade, and a jourreyman's wages was not ſut- 

ficient. 
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ficient to ſupport his family. In circumſtances ſo dif- 
treſſing, your petiiioner bethovght himſelf of making 
his caſe known to your worſhip. He reflects, with 
pleaſure, on the many pleaſant hours he ha: ſpent in 
1 our com any, When we were in the fame clais at 
M-:chant taylors School; and if 16u will be pleaſed 
to interpoſe fo far in his favour, as tO Procute Aim cre- 
dit to open ſho as a grocer once more in the place 
where he was originally bred to that buſineſs, and if 
he is ſo happy as to ſucceed, his whole conduct in fu. 
ture life all be one continued act of uniform virtue, 


And your fetitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


Frem a atcayed Citizes to the Livery, et the Place of 
| Bridge Mafier. 


To the Livery of the City of London, 
The humble Perition ef A. B. 


SHeaveth, 


HAT your petitioner ſervcd his apprenticeſhip in 

the city of London, and was entered free of the 
Haberdaſhers Company. That he ſet up for himſelf 
as à maſter, and carried on buſineſs with credit and re» 
putation for the ſpace of near thirty years: that during 
that time he brought up a large family of children, and 
gave them an education ſuitable to their ſtation in life: 
that during the courſe of his trade, he met with a preat 
variety of loſſes, by the Mieterinnen of ſome, and the 
iniquity of others: that finding he was not able to 
make good his payments any longer, he ſold his whole 
ſtock in trade, and paid bis creditors twenty ſhillings 
in the pound, chuſing rather to ſuffer ever) harcſhip 
that involve another in diſtreſs. That your petitioner 
has ſerved all pariſh and warc-offices, and on all occa- 


ſions behaved as a good citizen; that your petitioner 


has ſeveral times applied to the livery for ſome one of 
thoie places in their gift, but hath been Eicherto diſap- 
pointed: 
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pointed: that one of the places of Bridge-maſter be- 


ing now vacant, and your petitioner being every way 


qualified for that « ffice, has preiumed to ſolicit the 
vores and intereſt of his feilow-citizens. Security will 


be given for nis fidelity, and he will, on every occaſi. 


on, acknowledge your kindneſs with gratitude. 


And as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


-- 


From a poor Woman, whoſe Huſband was lately dead, fax 


liciting for a weekly Penſion from the Pariſh, 


To the Miniſter, Church-wardens, and Over/eers of the 
Pariſh of B, | 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, 


THAT your petitioner's late huſband was a labo - 
rious, and induſtrious honeſt man; tnat he vas 
both by birth and ſervitude one of your pariſhioners, 


That whilſt he enjoyed his health, it was his conftant 


practice to do every thing in his power for the ſupport 
of his family: that he was lately ſeized with a violent 
fever, which, after two weeks illneſs, terminated in 
his death. That your petitioner was left entirely 
deſtitute, with three helpleſs children: that your peti- 
tioner is willing to do every thing in her power towards 
their ſupport. by ber own labour: but that being in- 
ſufficient, ſhe has preſumed to preſent a ſtate of her 
caſe to you, humbly praying that a ſmall matter may 
be allowed her weekly. which, with the profits arifing 
from her labour, will enable her to bring up ber chil. 
dren uſeful members of ſociety. | „ 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From 
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From a working Man to the Truſtees of a Charity Scheel, 
| in behalf of a Boy, 


To the Truſlees of B. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 

FF HAT your petitioner was brought up to the trade 
of a ſhoz-7:2ker ; that he has followed that em- 
ployment in your pariſh theſe ten years, and behaved 
himſelf ſoberly ano honeſtly: that your petitioner has 
a large family of children, and his principal deſire is to 
ſee them b:ous ht up as uſeful members oi ſociety : tha: 
the ſmall ſum he receves as wages for his work, is not 
ſafficient for ſo berefcial a purpoſe 5; and knowing that 
your ſchool iseſtab ſhed for iniirudting the children of 
the induſtrious poor, he humbly prays that his fon, a 
boy of fix years of age. may» be admitted, in order to 
qualify him for ſome uſeful] employment, 


And your petitioner, as in duty beund, fhail ever pray, 


_ — — th — K 


— — — 


From a poor Man in diſtreſſed Circum//ances, 1e a Gentle. 


man who lived in the fame Neighboured, 
To R. D. £7; 
T he humble Petition ef &. B. 


Sheaveth, | 

T4 T your petitioner was bought up to the trad 
of a cabinet maker, and by conſtant application t 
buſineſs was able to ſupport himſelf, topether witha wife 
and four children. I hat about ſix months ago your pe- 
titione was ſeized with aieveretl neſs, which has confi ned 
him to hi: bed .verfince. That curing thattime he wa! 
obliged topawr his cloaths, and every neceſſary, inorde 
$0 procure a iubbiſience for himſelf and family. The 
| being 


nil. 
irti 
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„being ſtill in a languiſhing cond' tion, and deſtitute of 
every manner of ſubſiſtence, I have venturcd, ia pieay 
Lumility, to lay my diſtreſſed caſe before you. The 

| ſmalleſt matter for an immediate ſupport. will be ever 
gratefully acknowledged. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ꝶGall ever pray. 


ae” # OY 
m- | 7 | 
el From a poor Widow, to a Lady with whom ſhe had for- 
has merly lived as a Servant, 
to | | | 
hat | | 
. To the Rig bi Honourable the Counte/s of P. 
hat | 
x of The humbie Petition of A. B. 
„ A 
{9 
Sheaveth, 
ray. HAT your petitioner was formerly one of your 
1 domeſtie ſervants in the character of a chamber. 
—— maid: that ſhe was married from yoor Ladyſhip's houſe 
. K. John Porter, a victualler, at the fign of the Red lion 
entire 


In Thrift-fireet: that your petitioner's huſband lately 
ied inſolvent, and left your petitioner with five young 
children, helpleſs and unprovided for: that your pe- 
itioner being well convinced of your ladyſhip's great 
oodnefſs, has preſumed to approach vou in this man- 
er, earneſtly praying that your ladyſhip will deipn to 
ook with compaſſion on a diſtreſſed widow, and take 
nder your kind protection one or more of her helpleſs 

» tradFhtidren, fo as they may be brought up in the paths of 

tton t irtues 

la wiſe | 1 | 

my pe And your petitioner, as in duty bound, Mall ever pray. 
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From the Widow of a Sailer, requeſting that her Daughter 
might be admitted into the Aſylum. 


To the Right Honcurable the Preſident and Vice Preſident! 
of the Ahlum for Orphans. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


. Sheaveth, | f 
HAT your petitioner is the widow of M. late ma- 
.* riner on board his majeſty's ſhip the Revenge: that 
your petitioner's huſband was killed cn board the ſaid 
mip, fighting in defence of his mazeſt}'s perſon and go- 
vernment: that your petitioner had the misfortune to 
be left with an infant daughter, whom ſhe has by her 
labour ſupported till this time: that your petitioner i- 
earneſtly deſirous that her child might receive ſuch an 
education as would qualify her for an uſeful] member 
of ſociety ; and as it is not in the power of your petiti- 
oner to be at that expence, ſhe humbly prays that her 
Gaughter, who is now ſeven years of age, may be ad- 
mitted as one of the orphans of your foundation. 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, fhail ever pray 


From a diſcharged Soldier, to be admitted into Chel/ea- 
bs 7; Hoſpital. | | 


* 


nie Horourochle Lieutenant General B. Governor , 


The tumble Petition of A. B. 


Sheaveth, 


HAT your petitioner ſerved twenty years as a pri. 
vate centinel in the twelfih regiment cf foot, and 
king the whole time behaved as became a good ſoldi— 
er: that he was in every engagement during the laſt 
war in America; and although he did not receive any 
wounds, yet when he returned to his native cvuntry, 
his health was ſo much impaired, that tue command: 
1689 


G. K- ===, . Ftv wits 


i 


7. 


fer ment: that your petitioner, not having been brought 1 
up to any trade, has no other way of procuring a ſub. f 
ſiſtence, but by applying to your honour to be admit- | 

11! ted either as an in or out penſioner on the royal foun- | 
dation at Cheifea, 5 | | | 

And ycur petitioner, a1 in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. } 
From a Sailor, to be admitted on the C5eft at Chatham, | 
na- | 

a 4 Tothe Honourable the Commiſſioners ef the Navy. [ 

al | | . | | 

p 0+ The humble Petition of &. B. ; 

** Shewweth, | 

| we HAT your petitioner ſerved ten years on board the | 

Wh - Dreadnovght, where he received a wound in his ; 

an ſhoulder, which occaſioned his being diſcharged, and ; 

der when he returned to his native country, he found him- 7 

185 ſelf unable to work for his living: that having faich- | 

3. fully, and at the hazard of his life, ſerved his king and | 

1985 country, he humbly hopes that your honours will con- ſ 

| ſider him as a fit object of being admitted as a penſioner .Y 

ray | on the ſeamen's cheſt at Chatham. N 

— And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhalt ever pray, [ 

U. — — — . 

From a Girl of the (own, to be admitted into the Mag- 

= | 3 
F the Right Honourable the Prefidint, and Governors of” 
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ing officer was obliged to Ji ſcharge him from the reg i- 


the Magdalen, for the Reception of penitent Projiitutes, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


pri} Sheaveth, | | 
„% HA your petitioner had the misfortune to be 
0101- 

ſeduced by a young man under promiſe of mar- 
riage, although he afterwards deſerted her: that your 
petitioner being with child, was diſcharged from her 
ſervice, and aſhamed to return to her relations; that 

„ being 
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being admitted into one of the lying-in hoſpitels, ſhe 
was deiiveied of a dead child, That finding her cha- 
racter was ruined, ſhe unhappily contracted an ac- 
quaintance with ſome women of the town, who led her 
into all manner of debauchery ; that being truly ſenſi- 
ble of ber guilt, and willing to return to the paths of 
virtue, ſhe has picſumed to apply to your worſhips, 
humbly praying that ſhe may be admitted on vour 
foundation, and folemaly picmiſes that her life ſhal! 
be uniformly virtuous. 


And as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— — .- 


From a Soldier to his Colonel, jo be diſcharged. 
To the Honourable Colonel B. 
The humble Petiticu of A. B. 


Sheaveth, 


THAT your petitioner has ſerved ten years in the 

regiment commanced by your honour, and during 
the whole time has always behaved as became a good 
ſoldier: that having a wife and children in a diſtant 
part of the kingdom, and being very deſirous of ſet- 
tling with them, moſt humbly prays that your honour 
will be pleaſed to diſcharge him from the ſervice, 


—_—_— 


And your petitioner, as in duly bound, {hall ever pray. 


——_— _— 


From @ decayed Tradeſman, to be admitted a Beadie of af 
| Company, ALD 


To the Maſters, Wardens, and Court of Affiftants of the 
Wearſhipful Company of Stationers. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


 Sheaveth, 


THAT your petitioner was bred to the bulineſs of 
a ſtationer, and Carried on trade for himſelf many 
years, but by loſſes, and many other misfortunes, he 
is, with an aged wife, almoſt deſlitute of W 
nai 
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That the place of beadle to your company being now 
vacant, he humbly ſolicits your votes and intereſt to 
ſucceed to that employment, and by a conſcientious 
regard to his duty, ſhall endeavour to merit the favour 
of his conſtituents. 


And os in 115 bound, 2 85 ever pray. 


221 
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Fr rom a Perſon E with the Dreth; to be adnitted 
into an Hoſpital. 


To the Pref dent and Governors of St. George's. Hear 


| The bumble Petition of A. B, 


Shewweth, 


HAT your petitioner has long been afflicted with 
the dropſy, and having ſpent all that he could 


procure in paying for medicines, is ſtill in the ſame un- 


happy condition as before; nor does he conceive any 
hopes of recovery, unleſs he is admitted as a patient in 
your hoſpital : that your petitioner is a real object of 
charity, and humbly begs to be taken under your care. 


And as in duty bound, eu ever ey. 


a — 


— — 
— 


From 4 Perſon afflicted with the Venertal Diſeaſe, to be 


admitted into the Lock- Hoſpital, 
7 o the Preſident and Governors of the Locke Hoſpital. 


The humbie Petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, 


HAT your petitioner has the micfortane to labour 
under the effects of the venereal diſeaſe: that your 
petitioner, in order to conceal hisſhame, applied to ſe- 
veral of thoſe perſons called quacks, who gave him 
from time to time large quantities of their medicines ; 
but fo far from removing my diſorder, that I found 
myſeli worſe than at firſt; that your petitioner having 
heard of your charitable foundation for the relief of the 
diſtreſſed, has den beg that you will be pleaſed 
z | 9 


—_— rr 2 
2 * * — 


1 ENTS I SET PE, 7ST 


> - = So 
* — 
= = —— : 
PER — 88 — 
— 3 
So 


TY ˙ ionic A-. 


| ' 
i 
, f 
1 
* 
* [0 
i 
& ' 
| 4 
i 
* 
* 
k c 
9 
1 
4 
= + 
FF 
2 
N 1 4 
a, | 
71 0 N 
$85 
Na9 ) 
Hy 0 
4; ; 
' 6 
* *. 
1 1 
\ [ 
f 
ſ | 
1 z 
—— 
il 
4 \ 
4 4 
; 95 
3 
I. + 
_ . 
r 
* * z . 
= Fo 
4 4 
iy G : 
1 8 
Wn 
BA” ? : 
i * 
ISS 
1., 
4 7 
12 — 
* * 
—_ . 
* 
* 


1 = 
A wy 
* F 
* 
8 4 
* 

= 
** 


— E E ä — = . 9 —— 
— 


222 PETITIONS. 


to admit him into your hoſpital, until ſuch time as he 
is perfectly recovered. | | 


And your petitioner, as in duty beund, ſpall ever pray, 


5 — 8 * 2 


4 — 


From a Stranger in Diſtreſs to the Lord Mar or, fer a Paſi 
tz his legal Settlement. 


Ta the Right Honourable the Lord Mayer. 
The humble Petition of A. B. | 


Shewweth, | 


HAT your petitioner was ſervant to a nobleman 
who lately made the tour of Eviopc: that your 
petitioner accompanied him during the time cf his tra- 
vels, but unfortunately on his return he died at Paris: 
that under a variety of difficuities, your petitioner ar- 


rived at Calais, where he obtained a paſſport in his ma- 


jeſty's packet to Dover: that your petitioner is a native 
of Newcaitle, in Northumberland, and is obliged to 
travel ſo far on foot: that he has not any thing where- 
withal to deiray his expences, and unleſs affifted by the 
generobfity of the pubhe, maſt even periſh on the road: 
chat your petitioner humbly prays, that your Jordſhip 


will be pleaſed to ſign an order for his ſubſiſtence in the 
different counties through which he is obliged to paſs, 


before he arrives at his legal ſettlement. 
And your petitioner, as in duly bound, fall ever pray. 


— cs. 


* — 


"_— 


From a Priſoner fir a ſmail Debt, to a Gentleman cele+ 
brated for his Humaniiy, 


To G. E. E; 
| The humble Petition of A. B. 


azeweth, 
HAT your petitioner bas lIaboured many years to 
1 provide for a family of young children: that have 
ig been fome Weeks ou of employment, he was obli- 
| ged 
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to contract a ſmall debt at a chandler's ſhop: that your 


petitioner in ended to pay it as ſoon as he p flibly could, 
but his inexorable creditor (ent him a ſymmons to the 
county court, and took out an execution againſt him, 
and he is now a priſoner in Newgate, and his children 
flarving for want of bread: that your petitioner has 
often hea'd of your great goodneſs to your feilow-crea- 
tures in diitrefs, Tne whole debt and coſts for which 
am conhned does not exceed forty ſhillings; and if vou 
will be pleaſed to iaterpuſe ſo far in my {avour to ſet 
me at liberty, and reſtore me to my family, my future 
life ſhall be one continged act of gratitude, 


And, as in duty bound, all ever pray. 


— ** 
— — —— 9 ” e 


From @ decayed Citizen, to be admitted to the Place of 
___ City: Marſhal, 


To the Right Hie the Lord Mayer, and the Wor 
foipful Court of Aldermen, | 


The bumbie Petition of A. B. 


SHexvet, 


13 HAT your petitioner has been on the livery of 


the city of London above twenty years, and car- 


_ ried on with reputation the trade of a wine-merchant; 


but through a variety of ioffes in trade, ann long ſick- 
neſs in his family, be was obliged to com pound With 
his cteditors, and tetire from buſineſs. nat your pes 
titioner is at preſent out of all manner of. em, oyment, 
and would willingly ſucceed your late marik. «|; and if 
ſo happy as to be conudered worthy of youu (noice, he 
will, on every occaſion endeavour to diſcharge the du- 
ties of his tation with the utmolt fidelity. 


Aud, as in duty bound, foal ever pray. 


From 
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From a Tradeſman in diſtreffed Circumſtances, to hi; prin 
cipal Creators, for a Letter of Licence. 


To . D. E. F. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheath, | | 
T HAT your petitioner hath long carried on buſi- 
neſs, and brought up a numerous family: that 
having lately truſted goods to a conſiderable amount, to 
a perſon in whom he placed the greateſt confidence, he 
ſoon after became inſolvent, and he was obiged to ſtop 
Payment: that altho? his debts are but ſmall ſums, yet 
being liable to be arreſted, and confined in priſon, he 
has taken this method of applying to you, his worthy 
creditors: that from a review of his conduct ever ſince 
you have known him, he preſumes you are already con- 
vinced that all his actions have been conſiſtent with in- 
tegri.y and honour: that your petitioner having hopes 
of retrieving his loſes in a little time, moſt humbly 
begs that you will be pleaſed to ſign the incloſed letter 
of licence, by which your petitioner will be enabled to 
follow his buſineſs without interruption, 


And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray. 


il. 


— 
— — 


— 


From à Lieutenant on Halfepay, to be employed in actual 


Service. 
Fo vb Right Honour able the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 
Admiralty. 5 


The bumble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 15 | 
4 & HAT during the laſt war your petitioner obtained 
a c mmiſſioner as a lieutenant of marines, and was 
in ſeveral different engagements : that at the concluſion 
of the war he was reduced to live on half pay, and ſince 


that time has had nothing but that ſmall pittance to 
| 5 5 | ſubſiſt 


n 


al 


he 
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ſubſiſt on; but as ſome of his Majeſty's ſhips are going 


to be put into commiſſion, he hunibiy beps to be em- 
ployed in actual ſervice in defence of his King and coun 
try, 

And yeur petitioner, as in duty beund, fall ever pray. 


Kc 


— 


— 


From a Perſon 00 had fir merly been a Purſer, to be ro- 
inſtated in the ſame Employment. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheaveth, 


HAT your petitioner ated as purſcr on board 
his Majeſt 's ſhip the Revenge, during the whole 
of the laſt war; that when he was diſcharged he ſought 
for employment among ſeveral tradeſmen, but unfer- 


tunately could find none, and therefore was obliged to 


live on the remainder of his wages; that your petiti- 
oner having heard that ſeveral of his Majeſty's hips are 


going to be put into commiſſion, he has preſumed to 


addreſs himſelf to your Lordſhip, and if fo happy as t9 
be reinſtated in his former employment, he will make 
it his principal ſtudy to diſcharge the duties of his ſta- 
tion with the ſtricteſt fidelity. > 


And your petitioner, asin duty W, Ja Hall ever pray. 


— 
> + 


* rere. oY nn oY 


From a Gentleman in diſtreſſed Circumſtances, to his Taylor, 


far a Suit of Cleaths, to enable him to appear decently. 
7 Mr. Faircloth, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 

Sheweth, : 
: N 'HAT your petitioner having unfortunately mar- 

, ried a widow, in order to retrieve hirſeif from a 
variety of misfortunes, under which he laboured at that 
time, but to his great misfortune ſhe was much in debt: 
that your petitioner has at preſent an opportunity of 
entering into buſineſs, but from a variety of afflictions 


is not able to appear decently in the world, Being yet 


willing 


verſity of Oxford: 
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willing to become an uſeful member of ſociety, he has 
preſumed to addreſs himſelf to you. Your petitioner, 
in proſperity, always employed vou as his tavlor, and 
all he requeſts at preſent is only, that you will be plea. 
ſed to tru him » th a ſuit of cloaths for a few months, 


And, a in duty bound ſhall ever pray. 


— 


From a poor working Man, who had been impreſſed for Sta. 
To the Right Honourable ihe Lordi of the Admiralty. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Beers 
TKH AT your petitioner has all his life been a hard 


working indoſtrious man, and at preſent has a 
wife and four children, who have notning to ſubſiſt on 


but your petitioner's wages as a journey man carpenter : 


that your petitioner, laſt night re.urning from his work 
to his family, was ſtopped by a preſs gang, and carried 


on board a tender in the river, where be now eis: that ; 
| being utterly unacquainted with the ſea, and as inevi- 
table ruin will be the conſequence to bis family, he 


_ earneſtly begs War! loro Ihips will o:der him to be 


diſcharged, .- 
And your petitioner, as in — bound, Hal. ever 48 


— 


— 


— e—— 


"Foam a poor . for his Son's being . a 


Scholar in the Charter-Heuſe, 


To the Right Honourable the Governors of the Charter. 


houſe, 


The humble Petition Yf A. B. 
Shewerb, 


18 i your petitioner nent a liberal education, 


and took the degree of maſter of arts in the uni- 
that your petitioner, wnilit very 


young, entered into holy orders, but never could ob- 
Lain wy other FTIR: than a ſmall curacy : that 


Ing 


wt. A an oo toads 


2 
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having a large family of children, and being willing 


to ſee them creditably ſettled in the world, and havin 


a fon who is deſirous to acquire the knowledge of the 
claſſics, he humbly prays that he may be admitted as a 
icholar in the Charter-Houſe. — 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


—— 
—äE4 m 


* 


Tothe ſame, from an aged and dicayed Tradeſman, to be 
aamiited a Penſiouer. | | 


To the Right Honourable the Governers of the Charter- 
Houſe. 1 
7 he humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheaveth, 5 


98 l' your petitioner has lived many years in 
credit as a grocer, and brought up a large family 


of children: that having been afflicted with long ill- 


neſs, his buſineſs was ucterly neglected; and, by many 
other loſſes, he was obliged to let his ſhop, after having 


paid all his juſt debts; that your petitioner being not 


only deſtitute of all manner ot emrlo\ ment, but alſo in 
great want of every neceſſary of lie, he humbiy begs 
to be admitted a penſtorer in the Charter Houſe, 


And, as in duty baund, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Widow to the Juſtices at the Quarter Seſſions, t0 
obtain a Licence for keeping a Public Houſe. 


To the Warſhipful the Fuſtices of D. 
The humble Petition of A. . 


K 
— 


Speweth, | | 
HALT vour petitioner's late huſband was an emi- 
nent carpenter, and carried on a very confiderable 
trade, but dying ſuddenly, his affairs were left in a ve. 
ry perplexed manner; and when your petitioner em- 
ployea une to ate the whole of ber huſband's debts 
and Crecit, there was not above one hundred pounds 
remaining tor hecſelt; that your petiticner has ſix 
| we children 
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children utterly unprovided for, nor knows not of any 
other way to procure them a ſubſiſtence, but by keep- 
a public-houſe; that ſhe has not money ſufſiciznt to pay 
the goodwill of one in the common manner, and hav. 
ing a neat convenient houſe left ber by her huſband, 
ſne humbly begs that your worſhips will be pleaſed to 
grant her a licence. | I DIG 
And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


* 
. Aro 


2 


From a poor Man, whoſe Goods had been fſeiztd for Rent, 
70 d worthy Gentleman in the ſame Neighbourhood, 


To R, D. Ei; 


The humble Petition of A.B. 
Sheweth, | | 


ſupport his family, That his wife, and two of 
his children, having been long confined to a fick bed, 
run him to io much expences that he had it not in his 
power to pay his landlord half a year's rent due laſt 
quarter=day. That your petitioner's landlord came 
yeſterday and ſeized his goods, and unleſs redeemed in 
five days, they will be appraiſed and ſold. That your 
petitioner has often heard of your great humanity to the 
afflicted, and humbly begs that you will ſo far inter- 
poſe, as to ſave a poor honeſt man and his family from 
being turned into the ſtreets. er 

And, as in duty bound, ſpall ever pray. 


-S 4 3 a2 a 7 


From a Sailor, late in the Merchants Service, to be ad- 
| mitted as a Penſioner. 15 


To the Directors of the Office for auounded Seamen in the 


Merchants Service. 


J) e humble Petition of A. B. 
„„ 
THAT your petitioner ſerved as a ſeaman on board 
the ſhip Nightingale, trading to the Levant; that 
your petitioner continued near twenty years in the ſaid 
1 | ſervice, 


penſioners. 


_ Shewveth, 


From 4 Hackney Coachman who had charged more than 
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ſervice, until he was diſabled by a fall from the mizzen- 
maſt, by which one of his arms was broken, and other- 
wiſe ſo much bruiſed, that he is utterly incapable of 
going toſea, That not having been brought up to any 
other employment, and deſtitute of every neceſſary of 
life, he humbly begs to be admitted as one of your 


414d, at in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From @ friendleſi Bey, to the Director. of the Marine 
Society, 
T0 the Directors of the Marine Society. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
HAT your petitioner's only remaining parent died 
a few weeks ago, and left your petitioner as an 
helpleſs orphan, That your petitioner is fifteen years 
old, and in good health, and woald be willing to be 
employed in his Majeſty's navy, in whatever ſtation 


your honours ſhall think proper to appoint; and if fo 
happy as to be admitted, ſhall at all times, and on 


every occaſion, diſcharge his duty with the greateit 


chearfulneſs, ö 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, al ever pray. 


— 


— — —— 


Hi, Fare. 


To the Hon. Commiſſioners for licen fing Hackney Coaches. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
SHeabeth, ESE | 
| HAT your petitioner was hired from the ſtand at 
Charing croſs, to carry a fare to Richmond 1n 
Surry, and again to Fleet-ſtreet. That your petitioner 
not being well acquainted with the prices, charged lix- | 
pence more than his due, for which he is ſummoned to 
appear before your honours. That yuur petitioner 36 
5 | U | ſenſible 


_ — 9 — — — —— )h!n««„„ 4 — — 
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ſenſible of his fault, and extremely ſorry for his. con- 


duct; and humbly. prays, that, as it is the firſt time he 
ever was guilty, and his fault ariſing. from i Ignorance, . 


your honours will be pleaſed to excuſe him this time, 
"0; your Zerbe, as in duty bound, 1 ever pray. 


4 . 


— 


F, rom a Hackney Coarhman who bad been illegally Sum. 


moned. 


To th SO Commiſſioners for licenſing Hackney Cache. 


7 be humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 
HAT" your "petitioner was employed to carry a 
fare to Enfięld, which is ten miles, and for which 


- your petitioner demanded only ten ſhillings; but in- 


ſtead of being paid was groſly abuſed, and at laſt ſum- 


moned before your honours; that your petitioner is 
always ready to oblige his maſter's cuſtomers, and 
therefore humbly prays, that your honours will be 


pleaſed to order the fare to be paid, as 28 a ee 


De Tae for his loss of time. ; 


From a Pran. = | * had 150 . riding 6 on 15 Drey, 


to the Sitting Alderman. 
To the Worſhipful Sir W. B. 
| The humble Petition of A. B. 


.  Sheaveth, 
HAT your petitioner lately came from the coun- 
try, and was employed as a drayman: that be- 
ing uſed to ride in the country, he did not know, nor 


Was ever told, that it was contrary to the law in Lon- 


don, and therefore was inadvertently guilty, without 


any deſign of giving offence; that your petitioner is 


ſincerely ſorry for bis fault, and promiſes never to oi- 
Fend in the like manner again, and therefore humbly 


Prays, that your worſhip will be pleaſed to forgive this 
His firſt fault, 


And your Putin, aiin duty Pond, ſhall ever pro 
rom 


8. 
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From Wha; hd had got drunk on his rand, to 
the Churchwardens, &c. 


To the Churchwardens of Ci 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
| Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner has been ſeveral years em » 
ployed as a watchman in this pariſh ; and always 


behaved ſoberly and regularly, till laſt night that he 
Was unfortunately 2dviſed to drink with, 1 9 5 compa- 
ny, and neglected his duty: that your petitioner is 


truly ſenſible of his folly, and heartily ſorry for his 


fault, and humbly. prays, that you will excuſe him 
this once, and ſolemnly promiſes never to be guilty in 


the like manner again. 
998, Jo: our 1 as in duty bound, hall ever prag. 


2 


From cnt io be admitted a Watchman, 
Tothe Churchwardens of C. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


"4 hewcth, 


HAT your petitioner has lived in good credit 
formerly, but is now out of all manner of em- 
ploy ment: that he locks upon himſelf as able to diſ- 
charge the duty of a watchman in this pariſh; and if 
ſo happy as to deſerve your es ſhall on every oc- 
caſion benave as an hqneſt man * 


And, as in duty A faall ever pray. 


2 | From 
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| From the maſter of a Trading Veſſel to the Lords of the 


Admiraliy, fer a Protection for his Men. 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſiontrs of the 
Admirally, | 7 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, | 


THAT you: petitioner is now ready loaded for 8 


coaſting voyage, but the preſs for ſeamen being 
ſo extremely violent, your petitioner cannot get men 


to work his ſhip, unleſs your Jordſhips will be pleaſed 


to grant them your protection. That the intereſt and 
properties of many families depend on the cargo T have 


now on board; and, therefore, humbly beg your lord- 
ſhips to grant me a protection for as many men as are 
neceſſary to work the ſhip. | 


And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


— 


From a Liextenant on Half-pay, to be employed in the 


| Service. 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
= DI, Aamiralty. | e 


 Shewweth, | 
HAT your petitioner ſerved as a lieutenant dur- 
ing all the laſt war. and ever fince has remained 


| 9 be bumble Putitian A. B. 


on half pay. That he is very deſirous of being em 
ployed in defence of the juſt rights of his country, and 


therefore humbly prays your lordſhips to ſend him on 
board one of the ſhips now fitting out. 
And, as in duty bound, fhall ever pray. 


„ — 


F rom a poor Waman, to the Churchwardens of C, for che 
1 Chriſtmas Bounty of Coals. 


To the Churchwardens of C. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


A 


_ Sheaweth, 
"HAT your petitioner was left a widow with 


two children, whom ſhe has continued to ſupport 


by her labour. That it has long been the practice of this 
| pariſh 


aw VV a.xxdwt' aco.a.c. 
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pariſh to give coals, &c. to the induſtrious poor at this 
ſevere ſeaſon; and as your petitioner has never trou- 


bled the pariſh for any thing before, ſhe humbly prays 
that you will conſider her as an object of charity. 


And Ju e as in my bound, fhail ever ht 


—— 


— 


F rom a drcaxed + dun, to have his Son N into 
Merchant J. ayiors School. 


Toke ae and Wardens of the WWorſhigful Company 
Ta of Merchant Taylors. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


f 1 HAT your petitioner has long carried. on wade in 


credit, and 1s free of your company; but having 


a numerous family, he is obliped to ſolicit the tavour of 
the company to have his youngeſt ſcn admitted as a 


icholar on your foundation; and if ſo happy as to ſuc - 
2 in this his firſt requeſt, he ſhall. 


As is duty b bound, ever prop. 


— 


F or a Wackmas' Place at the Bank. 


To the Honourable the Chairman, and Directors of rhe q 


Bank of England. 
The humble Petition A. B. g 
- Shewith, * 


Tir your petitioner was 8 op to the trade 


of a watch-gilder, but at preſent there is little or 
no employment for hands in that branch of buſineſs. 
That your petitioner has a wife and children, and at 


preſent nothing to ſupport them with; that a certiſi- 


cate of his honeſty and induſtry is ready to be produced, 


ſigned by three reputable houſe-keepers; and if you 


will, in coniideraticn of his diltrels, appoint him one 
of your waichimen, he will Ciſcharge his duty with the 
utmoſt fidelity 


And, as in duty ound, foall ever pray. 


„ „ KOom-* 


—— —_ 


PETITIONS. 


From a Widow to the Lord Almoner, for a Share of + the 
King's Bounty. 


To the Right Rev. the Lord High Almoner, 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Shewweth, 


HAT your lordſhip's petitioner is >the widow of 

an eminent tradeſman, but by long ſickneſs and 
other afflitions reduced to the loweſt ſtate of poverty; 
that your petitioner has no relief from any pariſh, but 
has been ſometimes charitably aſſiſted by the benevo- 
lence of ſome tender-hearted chriſtians. That at pre- 
ſent ſhe is in very great diſtreſs, and therefore humbly 
prays your lordſhip for what ſhare cf his majeſty's royal 
bounty you ſhall think proper. | 

un as in 2850 Bound, xr ever pray. 


From a poor Widow to to Deay of We a; 8 the 
 awrehly Allowance of Bread and Meat at the Abbey, 


7 0 the Reverend tbe Dean of Weftminfer, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


| THAN your petitioner has lived ſoberly and ho- 

neſtly many years, and always attended divine 
ſervice : that at preſent ſhe is greatly diſtreſſed in her 
circumſtances, although ſhe labours very hard for her 
living: that there being now a vacancy in the number 
of poor widows who receive the weekly bounty, ſhe 
humbly begs to be admitted as one. 


4nd, as in duty bound, Gall ever prays 


From 


F” IG TA "ow EE . Fe” * 
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From a poor Citizen, to be admitted into Bancroft s Almi. 


Houſes, 


To the Worſhipful the Truftees of Bancroft's Almi. Heuſes. 


7 he humble Petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, 3 | 
HAT your petitioner is a native of London, 
where he ſerved his apprenticeſhip, and after- 


wards carried on buſineſs for himſe:f; but by a variety 


of loſſes in now reduced, in his old age, to ſolicit the 
relief of ſome public charity: that hearing there is at 
preſent a vacancy in your alms-houſes, he humbly begs 


to be admitted as one of your penſioners, being well 
convinced your worſhips will find him a proper object 


of charity. | 
And your petitioner, as in duty bound, ſpall ever pray. 


** „ 


— 


From a Vininer's Widew, to be admitted into the Compa- 


ny's An. Haufes. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


| THAT your petitioner's late huſband lived in great 


credit it Cheapſide, and was free of your com- 


pany many years: that he died in very low circum- 


ſtances, and left your petitioner, in her old age, wholly 


unprovided for: that your petitioner 1s at preſent ut- 


terly deſtitute of all the neceſſaries of life, and there- 


| _ humbly begs to be admitted into your alms-hous 
les. To pts 


And your petitiontr, as in duty bound, Gall ever pray. 


Fren 


— 
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PETITIONS. 
W rom a poor Widow 7 the Lord Chancellor. 


To toe LEN: Honour able he Tod High Sen 7 


Great Britain. 
T be Like Petition of A. B. 


Sheaveth, 


THAT your lordſhip? s - petitioner has brcn long 
involved in a chancery ſuit, and has (p#5: T 
her ſubſtance without being able to obtain a C:ciee, 


That your petitioner not having money to proceed fur- 
ther, humbly begs your lordſhip to ſuffer her to ive in 


Forma Pauparis. 
And your petitioner, as in duty penned, Fall ever prog. 


— 


From the Wife of @ Sailor who had been imprefiid. 
Ts 125 Right Honourable the Lords of the Aamiralty. 


The buntle Petition 4 A, B. 


Shewweth, 


HAT your petitioner? 5 W has been abſent 
from England theſe three years in the D 


. was, upon his return, impreſſed into his maje 


| ſervice, before he had an apportunity of ſettling his bf. 
fairs, or even ſeeing his tamily. That your petitioner | 


is in very diſtreſſed circum@ances, occaſioned by her 
huſband's abſence, nor gan {he receive his wages unleſs 
he were preſent. Maygt thefefore pleaſe your lordſhips, 
in conſideration of ygur petitioner's great diſtreſs, to 


grant an order for hef huſband's, diſcharge, or at leaſt a 


few weeks liberty for him to ſettle his affairs, 


And your petitioner, as in duiy teund, ſpall ever prog. : 


Suitable 


S. 


S. 
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Suitable Directions fir Addreſſing Perſons of all Ranks 
both in Writing and Diſcourſe. 


> the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, Sire, or 


May it pleaſe your Maj eſ . | 
To his Royal Highneſs George, Prince of Wales, 
Sir, or, May it pleaſe your Reyal Highneſs. . 
In the ſame manner to the reſt of the Royal Family. 


To the Nobility. 


To his Grace the Duke of S. My Lord Duke, or, May 


it pleaſe your Grace, or, Tour Grace. 

To the Moſt Noble the Marquis of H. My Lord 

Marguis, your Lordſhip. | . | | 
To the Right Honourable the Earl of B. My Lord 

jour Lordſhip. 3 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Viſcount D. My 
Lord. your Lordſhip. 5 


To the Right Honourable the Lord F. My Lord, your ; 


Lordſbip. Fr | 
Te Ladies are addreſſed according to the rank of 
their Huſbands, ; 

The Sons of Dukes, Marquiſſes, and the eldeſt Sons 
of Earls have, by Courteſy of England, the title of 


Lord ani Right Honourable; and the title of Lady is 5 


| given to their Daughters. | 
The younger Sons of Earls, the Sons of Viſcounts. 
and Barons, are ſtiled E/quires, and Honourable, and all 
their Daugh:ers Honourable. „ 

The title of Honourable is likewiſe conferred on ſuch 


Perſons as have the Kings Commiſſion, and upon thoſe. 


Gentlemen who enjoy "AY of Truſt and Honour, 
The title of Right HonouFable is given to no Com- 


moner, excepting thoſe who are members of his Ma- 


jeity's Moſt Honourable Privy Council, and the three 


Lord Mayors of Londes, York, and Dublin, and the 


Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, during their Office. 
To the Parliament. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, My Lords, or, May 


10 


it pleaſe your Loraſbi ps. 


— —— 0 OR 


* — — — 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 


geſſes in Parliament aſſembled, Gentlemen, or, May i: 
pleaſe your Honours. TE OF Ld adars 
Io the Right Hon. C. W. C. Speaker of the Houſe 
of Commons, Who is generally one of his Majeſty's 

Moſt Honourable Privy Council, Sir. 

Re 75 C8208; GITRY >; ics poet 
To the Moſt Reverend the Lord Archbiſhop of Can. 
terbury, My Lord, or, Your Grace. 

: TE the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of S. M. 
0rd. | | Ju EET 4 
To the Reverend the Dean of C. or Archdeacon, or 

Chancellor of D. or Prebendary, &c. Mr. Dean, Re- 

ͤ——: Wer ET WED wg 


All ReQors, Vicars, Curates, Lecturers, and Clergy- | 


men of other inferior denominations are ſtiled xeverend. 


72 the Officers of his Majeſty's Houſhold. 


They are far the moſt part addreſſed according to their 


Rank and! Quality. though ſometimes agreeable to the 
Nature of their Office; as, My Lord Steward, My Lord 
Chamberlain. Mr. Vice Chamberlain, &c, and in all 


Sugefſcriptions of Letters, which relate to Gentlemen's 


_ Employments, their Style of Office ſhould never be 


omitted; and if they have more Offices than one, you 


need mention on:y the higheſt. 5 | 
_ To the Soldiers and Navy. 


In the Army all Noblemen are ſtyled accordingly to 


their Rank, to which is added their Employ. 


To ſthe Hon. A. B. Eſq; Lieutenant General, Ma- 


jor-General, Brigadier-General of his Majeſty's Forces, 
Sir, Jour Honour; F | : ; 
To the Right Honourable the E; of 8. Captain of 

his Majeſty's irſt Troop of Horſe Guards, Band of 


Gentlemen Penſioners, Bund of Yeomen of the Guards, 


&c. My Lord; your Lordſhip. ' 


Ali Colonels are ſtyled fpnyourable; all inferior Offi- 


cers ſhouid have the Name of their Employment ſet farit; 
as for Example, to Major W. C. to Captain T. H. &c, 


In the Navy all Admirals are ſtyled Honourable, and : 
Nobjemen according to Quality and Office, The other 


Officers as in the Army. 20 
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To the Ambaſſadors,' Secretaries, and Con/als, 


All Ambaſſadors have the Title: of Excellency added 
to their Quality, as bave alſo Plenipotentiaries, foreign 
Governors, and the Lord Lieutenant and Lord Juktites 
of Ireland. 

To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronet, his Britannic 
Majeſty's Envoy Extraorcinary and Plenipotentiary to 
the Ottoman Port, Sir, your Excellency. 

To his Excellency E. F. Eſq; Ambaſſador to bilo 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, Sir, or your Excellency,” © 

To his Excellency the Baron d'A, his Pruffian Ma- 


Jer s Reſident at the Court of Great Britain, Sir, 


your Excellency. 

To Seignior W. G. Secretary from the maßen of 
Yeuus, Ser. 

To. G. H. Eſq: his MAGE ey 5 Conſul as 
Smy rns“ Sir. 2 2 1 3 


To the 8 py 5 . 

All the Judges, if Privy-Countellors, are 27100 
Right Honourable; as for Inſtance; 

To the Right Honqurable A. B. Lord. High Chan- 
cellor of Great- Britain, My Lord, your Lordſhip, | 

To the Right Honourable P. V. Maſter of the Rolle, 
Sir, your. Honour. 

To the Right Hon, Sir G. L. Lord Chief Juſtice of 
the King's Bench, or of the Cimmon Pleas, My Lord, 
your Lordſhip. 

To the Honourable A. B. "Lord Chicf Baron, Sir, 
or, May it pleaſe you, Sir. 

To the Right Hon, A. D. Eſq; one of the Juſtices, 
or to Judge T. Sir, or, May it pleaſe. you, Sir. 

To Sir R. D. his Majeſty's e Solicitor, or 
Advocate General, Sir. 

All others in the Law, according to the Offices and 
Rank they bear, every Barriſter having the win, of 
E/quire given him. 


To the Lieutenancy and Magiſtracy. 
To the Right Honourable G. Earl of C. Lord Lie u- 


| tenant and Cultos Rotulorum of the County of Dut— 


Ram, My Lord, your Lerdſbip. 


To 
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To the Right Honourable T S. E; Lord Mayor 
of the City of London, My Lord, your "Lardfhih. | 

All Gentleman in the Commiſſion of the Peace have 
the Title of E/quire and Worſhipfil, as have alſo all 
Sheriffs and Recorders. | 

The Aldermen and Recorder of London, are ſtyled 
Right Warſhipful; as are all Mayors of Corporations, 
except Lord Mavors, 

To A. B. £7; High Sheriff of the County of York, 
Lie, your Worſhip. | 
To the Rignt Worſhipfol W. C. Ey; Alderman of 
Tower Ward, London, Sir, your Worſhip. 

To the Right Worſhipful J. A. Recorder of the City 
of London, Sir, your Worſhip. 

The Governors of Hoſpitals, Colleges, cc. which 
conſiſt of Magiſtrates, or have any ſuch among them, 
dle . Right M. orfoipful, or Worſpipfl, as their Ti- 

es allow. . 


To the dns of the 3 p 


To bis Excellency C. M. Duke of R. Lord Lieute- 
nant of Ireland, My Lord, your Excellency, _ 
To the Right Honourable Lord N- Gotdmor of 

Dover Caltle, &c. My Lord, your Lordf6i5. 7 0 
The ſecond Governors of Colonies appointed by the 
King are called Lieutenant- Governors. 

"Thoſe appointed by Proprietors, as the Eaſt India 

Company, &C. are ſtyled Deputy Governors. 


70 Incorporate Bodies, 


To the Honourable Court of Directors of the . 
Com pany of Mercnan ts, trading to the Eaſt Indies, | 
Your Honours... 

To the Hon, the Sub- Goten Deputy-Governord, 
and Directors, of the South-Sea Company, Your Honours, 

To the Hon. the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and 
Directors of the Bank of England, Your Honours, 

To the Maſiers and Wardens of the Worſhi 
pany of Mercers. 
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